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PREFACE. 
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"N the perufal of the third edition of this book, 
which I rcfpeafully addrefe to the Officers of the 
British Infantry, it will be found that I have 
ftri<EHy adhered to " The Rules and Regulations 
FOR HIS Majesty's Forces j'* and have gone fully 
into the detail of the Drill, being thoroughly convinced, 
that without having a perfed knowledge of this moft 
important fubjeft, no officer can poflibly underftand the 
principles on which our prefent military fyftem is founds 
ed. It may be obferved, that I have not attempted to 
take any credit to myfelf from the obfervations I have 
borrowed ; I have availed myfelf of every advantage I 
could derive from them, and wherever I found them clear 
and explicit, I have not fcrupled to let them fpeak for 
themfelves, deeming it more candid fo to do, than to 
pilfer ideas, clothe them in new words, and unfairly offer 
them to the world as my own. I have, therefore, con- 
flantly referred the reader to the few, but excellent au- 
thors whom I have confulted in the courfe of this work, 
that they may be induced to fludy them likewife ; for 
although my endeavour has been to adapt what I have 
A 2 
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written to the underflanding and comprehenfion of every 
individual, yet it cannoi te fuppbred but that every mi- 
litary man, who wilhes to have a knowledge of his pro-^ 
feffion, muft dedicate a portion of his time to reading 
and ftudy ; indeed a great deal, if he ever hopes to rife 
above mediocrity in it. Refpe£ting the ftyle of this book^ 
I have not been very anxious j it was not my bflSce to 
point out new regulations, bat to fimplify and render 
more eafy in pradice, thofe Which already conftitnt'e our 
Syftem of Military Taftics. I may^ howeveir, truly fayj 
in the words of a celebrated military Writer, " That if 
zeal for our kiqg, or love for our country, had any pe- 
culiar flyle, in that I fhould haVe chofen to Write. But 
a military man is fufficiently eloquent) whilft he delivers 
his thoughts with clearnefs^ andYny ^ilh is fatisfid], if I 
2^m anderdood by the foldier, without the labour of too 
clofe attention."* 

JOHN RUSSELL) 

Enf. and Adj. ill Bat. R. Army of Rclferve. 
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DEFINITIONS and OBSERVATIONS. 



TACTIC , 

JLs the fcience which relates to all the ; branches of 
war. .(, 

Tadics may be divided into two parts :— the one 
elementary and confined, containing all details of for- 
.matioQ, inftruAio% exercife, and manosuvrfss .of a 
battalion relative to every circumftanee of war. 
. ,' The other is called the Quand Tactic ; it com- 
prehends not only the fciences of the coup ^fj^^lj but 
all occafions which an army is luppofed to b& capable 
of manoeuvring in, and is^ properly fpeaking, the 
fcience of a general.* . ' ^. . i 

ivoLi^TioK^ ." 

Evoliitionl arV the movements Which troOps per- 
forin their maiieeuvres by, changing their. order and 



r * ) 

fituatron relative to ground and circumftances.— — 
Without eYolutions, troops would be but a mafs with* 
out moTementy reduced to that primitive order they 
wer^ ^fiiift /lao^d in; and incapable ; of aiding on 
every variety of ground which circumftaaces migHt 
require, 

MANCE.UVR£ 

This word we hav^ borrowed from the French, 
(as we have moft of our military terms of art.) "Wk 
apply it to^the morementa of thecotnpaliy, of ^KUbliom 
in the field. 

• h thie meebanilcal part of the bufinefs of WaTi ^ 
the pradlce SF d^ery thrfagthkt naay Wek6cili^'in 
the field ^, liiiHtary ^ipKiie may "iflitTefcrt? Ijc- de- 
fined '^iOie' forma^iohy training, and goy^r^^Mfift <tf 
troops.* .'" ....>>. 1.. 

LINE. •■. 

t When an army is drawn up in battle array it is 
in one or more lines. Troops inarch ta the attack in 
fijrj^igbt linear 0tberwf«» in a^Yj^npng,. cliey muft 
inetiiably fall ifii^KCApfiiQoQ,: -bHt. ^roogs ipajf be 

« See WH&tfttiUtJtt^Mllll pfim^AmPJ^^p V9K I. 
t Rulfi and JB^latipoif PUct XT. 
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formed for defence according to the nature of the 
groundi^ in lines cither .curved or ftraight. iphe 
^ovemef ts ai^d jpanoQiiyx^s of a confiderable line 
are fimilar to^ and derived from, the fame general 
principles as thbfe of the fingle battalion* No 
confiderable body ihould ever be formed without a 
proportion of it being placed in referve, or in fecood 
lines, and more or led ftrong, according to circum- 
fiances. 

SeIcond Lines are ftldom comfxtfed of as many 
Mttalibns as the firft; they arfe often divided intodif- 
tind bddies, covering feparate parts of the lame line. 

The didance betwixt the lines may in general be 
fuppofed equal to the front of two battalions. 

All great bodies of troops ^re formed in one or 
more lines* 

£ach line is divided into right and left Innings*— 
Each wing is compofed of on^, two, or moft divi- 
fions. 

Each diviiion is compofed of one or more brigades. 
Each brigade is formed pftwo, thrce^ •r four batta* 
lions. . 

Each battalion is again fubdivided into companieSi 
fobdiyifipnsi and fcAion^^ obferving only, that po fee- 
don fhould, if poQible, confift of lefs than five files. 

Thefe bodies have their immediate commanders, 
iobordinate to each other. v 

Battalions are formed in line, at a diftance of twelve 

B2 
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patJes from each other, and khis interval is occupied 
by two cannon, which'' dre ittaiffeed to each hattalion. 
'fhere is no infcrealed dJftarice 'fectwixt brigades, 
uniefs particular circumftance§ rdquire it. *In exer- 
cife, fhould there b^ no cannon'betwixt the battalions^ 

fhe interval may be reduced to. fix paces. 

i.i-.-' ji . *. ' ... I j/t' It. ..'... / '. . . . . I, • . • 1 • 

^ BASE LIIfE. 

The line on which troops in cohimn move, or are 
fttcceflively :to form, is taken up to any extent by 
the prolongatiQn of an original fhort and given bafe| 
eftabliffaed where they begin to enter or forqi on |hat 
line. 

In fucceffiye formipg of diyifions into line, as from 
clofe column, from echellon, &c. the firft divifioa tha( 
arrives in, and is truly formed on it, may be confidered 
as the BASE, which is conftandy prolonging for the 
others. 

, . ALIG^EMENT* 

Tp march or form in the AUgnementj is to make 
troops march, or form in any part of the ftraight 
line which joins two given points. On the juft- 
nefs and obfervance of this line depends the accu- 
racy of the moft eflential movements and formations, 
and, therefore, every relative help mull be applied tq 
f ufurc it. 
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DRESS Drejfer. 

Is a military cxprcffion, fignifying to arrange troops 
|n a ftraight line. 

POINT d'appui, or Support, 

Means that point where the leading flank of the 
]x)dy to be formed is to reft. < 

POINT OF FORMATION 

Is that point, whether near or diftant, on which the 
body forming IS to be dreflcd or corrected. 

No rank or body ought ever to be drefled without 
theperfon on its flank appointed to drefs it determin- 
ing, or at leaft fuppoflng a line on which the rank or 
body is to be formed : therefore, when troops are to 
form in a ftraight line, two neceftary points in itmuft 
always te prcvioufly afcertained. One, the point of 
APFUi, at which one flank of the body, whether fmall 
or great, is to be placed ; the other is the point of 
FORMATION, placed at, or beyond the oppofite flanks, 
on which point the body is to be align£D or 

DRESSED. 

In genera), the point where a formation or entry 
into an alignment is to be made being markedi 
fappofe by a camp-colour (the point of Jppui), 
fhe commander will place a fecond camp-colour 
30 or 40 paces beyond the firft, exaflly in the 
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dire£iion which he determines to give his new line, 
and which will generally be on fome diftant objedl. 
Thefe two original or bafe points (marked by the 
c:^mp colours) which are to be prolonged and formed 
upon» (hould not be too clofe together, otherwife the 
direction of the line mud be indiftind, and the fur- 
ther they are afunder, the better can a Mtib be taken 
upon them. Plate 20. 

Plate 14. When battalions, or dtvifions of a bat- 
talion come up fucceifively into line, the outward flank 
of the hd forped and halted body is always cond- 
dered as the point of Jlppui (or fopport), of the fuc-^ 
ceeding <>ne ; and in this manner is the general line 
prolonged from each fucceflive point of Jppui towards 
the given diifiant point of information. The looking 
and lining of the foldier forming is always towards 
the point of Jppui, and the corredion or drefling is 
always from that point towards the oppofite hand. 
This gr^t principle is to be obferved, from the fmall- 
eft body to the mod confiderable corps, and regu^ 
Uttes the formation of the divi/ion^ tie battaUw^ and the 
line. 

On all occafions, without exception, of forming 
^nd Jrejing^ in line, it mud. be remembere4> th^t^the 
foldiers come into line with their eyes turned to the 
general point of ^pptti^ where the leading flfink is to 
reft, and of courfe to whatever, part of a line is 
n^rer to that point than themfelvesi which may be 
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already formed before them ; the flank of which Is to 
them a diredion, or new point of Jfpui. 

The officer in drejjing, without exception^ is placed 
on that flank of his dtvidon or body t§wards which 
the mens* eyes are turned^ and from thence he makes his 
corrections on the diftant point, which is previoufly 
marked by the adjutant : therefore, on all occafions, 
by tb<^ men liiMog themfelves io one hand, and the 
ofBcers : cprreAing to the other^ the mod perfeA line 
m^y b^ obtained. 

SS1011I4. it be negle£led to give or prepare fuch 
points of correftion, the drefling of the line would 
be irregular andjleiw^ and depend entirely on the men 
taking it up from ea^Qh other, and from the firft 
formed flank, which is an imperfedl method, and 
can never produce a jujt Une^ capable of marching for- 
ward in due order. The having fuch points quickly 
and fttcceffively prepared the Injiant before they art 
wanted^ and without any noife or apparent bufll^, (b 
that no delay may be made in the operations of the 
battalion or line, is one of the great attentions of the 
commanding officer and adjutant, and in this they 
may beaffi(ledl>y well-trained camp-colour-men. 

When the perfons who prolong a line are oa 
horieback, the head of the horfe of each, ftanding 
perpendicular to that line^ is the obje^^^ and when 
they difmount, their own breaft is the obje£t which 
the (houlders of the leaders of the divlfions of a co- 
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lumn in march r^ in pafling, and which is in the 
line of the head of the horfe. It is alfo the bread of 
fuch other men as may be pofted on foot, which the 
feveral leaders in like manner rafe^ as they fuccelEvely 
arrive at them. 

DEPLOY, JD^iSy^r,— Plate 14. 

The literal trihflation of this viorAh unfold: We 
liave no word to fubftitute for it. A column isfaid to 
deploy^ when the divifions that compofe it open out or 
extend, in order ta form line upon fome one ofthofe 
divifions. 

• PIVOTS. . i . 

Pivots are either fixed or moveable. 

Fixed, when one flank only is moveable! 

Moveable, when bpth flanks are mpveable. 

The flank to be wheeled on, is called the Pivot 
Flanky or flank wheeled to, and the flank front rank 
man, on whom the wheel is made, is called the 
Pivot or the Pivot-man. When the wheel is to be 
made on the fixed pivot, the .pivot man gains no 
ground ; he turns gradually on his left heel, till the 
ordered wheel is completed. When a divifion, 
marching in the alignement, receives the words, ^Halt^ 
Rights or Left wheel, then that divifion is faid to 
wheel on z fixed or halted pivot. AU wheels from line 



( 9 ) 

into cohimn, and from cplupfin into linCi are made.ou 
fixed pivQtSy aad io quickeft time* 

PROPER PIVOT FLANK. 

When the battalion ftands in open column, th^ 
proper^ pivQf flaak is that which, when wheeled up 
to, preiervestbe diyifionsi of the line in the i^^^tif^rf^l 
order, and to their proper front, 

INVERSION OF THE BATTALION OR COLUMN. ! 

If the battal^oQ ftandjng in open column with its 
right in. front, is to be wheeled into linc,^^ t|hcn, tp 
preierve the divifions of the iine in their natural wder^ 
an^ to their proper fronts it would receive the cotp- 
mand, to the Uft wheel into line. If the left was 
in frppt, then the command would be, ^o the right 
wb^el into line. But if the column flood" with its 
right in front, and received the command, to the 
right wheel into line, then the divifions would be 
inverted^ or, as it is commonly expreffed, the regi- 
ment would be cluVd^ for, when wheeled into line, it 
woyld ftand fronted to its former rear, and although 
every company, fingly conCdered, would be properly 
formed, yet altogether the order of the battalion 
would be inverted^ that is, the light infantry would 
be cm the right, and the grenadiers oh the left ; the 
right hand man of the grenadiers would ftand next to 
jthe left hand on^n of, the firft^ battalipn company ; 
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ivhereaSy if they flood in their natural order, the 
right hand man of the firft battalion company would 
touch the left hand man of the grenadiers, and fo of 
the others* Although, in general, the inversion 
of all bodies in. line is to be avoided, yet there are 
filiations where this rule muft be difpenfed witli. 
and the quickeft formation to a particular front 
thereby obtained. The battalion, or a> whole line, 
may be obliged to face to the right about, and oppofe 
its rear ranks to the enemy, inftead of changing its 
pbfition by a counter-iiiarchi The column may be 
obliged to deploy with its rear ranks in front, and all 
its divifions inverted. Troops milft thefi^fofe he &e- 
cuftomed to fuch operations : but the application of 
them requires great method and recolleftion, other- 
wife, in fuch critical fituations, confufion is very 
cafily produced, and will be attended with the moft 
fatal confequences.* 

FLANK. 

Flanks of a battalipn are the right and left of the 
battalion. Every divifioh has its right and left flank. 
If the battalion in line is faced to the right, the front 
rank is the left flank ; if in column the right in front, 
;Jien the left or pivot is the left flank, the reverfe 

' ' • Ruled and Regulations, Part IT. 
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ilank is the right flank : and the contrary when the 
left is in front. 



REVERSE FLAKK. 

The reverfe flank is the flank not the pivot ; on 
this flank in clofe column, the fupernumerary officers, 
colours, muflcy &c. are placed. 



MOVEABLE PIVOT.— Plate 3. 

When a column or divifion is marching in the 
alignementy and that it is nedeflary to change its di- 
re£tion without halting, by a wheel lefs than the 
quarter circle, it receives the word right or left fhoul* 
der forward ; and while one flank defcribes the cir- 
cumference of the larger circle, the other will defcribe 
the circumference of the lefler circle, both having 
the fame center : and the flank that defcribes the arc 
of the lefler circle will be fome paces diflant from the 
point it is moving round ; or, as it is defined in the 
Rules and Regulations (fee. 22, page 23) ** When 
i^vheels are made on the moveable pivot, in that cafe 
both flanks are moveable, and defcribe concentric 
circles round a point, which is removed a few paces 
from what would otheryrife be the ftanding flank." 
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COLUMN. — Plate 9. 

When the divifions that coropofe a battalion, or 
other corps, {land the one dirc£i4y behind the other, 
and parallel to each other, that battalion or corps is 
tSieni intoluixin * • ' - 

CoLUMit divifix5ns 'doyer aftd drefs tb their proper 
pivot flank, to the left Avhen the right is in frontj and 
to the right when the left is in front. All columns 
are fuppofed formed from line for the convenience of 
inovement, add for the purpdfe^of again extending . 

into )ine^.t r 

When the diyidons of a column are diftant from 
each o^her^ by the length or extent of one of thehi, 
th^y l>^ing each fuppofed ^oconfi ft of an equal num- 
b^i:^ of filqs, then it is called an . '' 

■*'■*'*■ ■ 

j;: - t. :.. . . ' ^ lo^fiii boLUMN.-**-Hatc 'I4. 

TJie line breaks into op£k column by wheels of 
the quarter circle* 

. ^n roP£N COLUMN occupies the fame extent of 
groiiiid as when* in line, minus the frpnt of its leading 
divifio^. .The chief objects of the open colxtmn 
ar«y facility of nioyement, the quick formation of the 
line t(» the flanlc, and the change of fituation in the 

• Elj^menft of Militafy Tablet, 1>^ Jamel Wbi^man, Efq. 
t Rules and Regulations. 
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(horteft lines from one pofition to another ; it h 
named the 

COLUMN OP ROUTE, 

When applied to common marches, where the at* 
tentioa of men and officers are not fo much k«pt on 
the ftretch. The column of route, formed by 
diviCons of the battalion, is the foundation of ail great 
diflant movements, and even of evolutions and ma-^ 
nceiivres. All marches are therefore made incolonm 
^ divi^ons of the line, and never on a lefs front thaa 
fix filei ^bere the ^orilsation is three deep, or four 
files where it is two deep. Wherea.confideraUe 
fpace is to be gone over, the front of the column 
ihould not be more than fix teen or eighteen files. 

In the route march, it is not to be fuppoied tbait 
men can, for any confiderable length of time, con- 
tinue to march in the regular cadence of 75 paces of 
30 inches each in the minute ; yet it may be abfo- 
lately neceflary where the arrival of a column at a 
given point is to be perfe£tly punctual, that the co- 
lumn (hould move at that rate ; in which cafe, the 
diftance being known, a, well-drilled ferjeant fhould 
marcA at the head of the column, in the exadt ca- 
dence of time ; he might be relieved every half hour 
by another equally well-drilled ferjeant or corporaly 
which march the commanding officer might occa- 
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DEBOUCHES, OR OVERTURES OF MARCH. 

All openings made for the march of a column 
{hould be fufficient for the greateft front on "which it 
is to march* If the divifions have 12 or 15 files in 
front, the debouches fhould be large enough not only 
to permit their marching free, and without crowding, 
but fpace enough (hould be left alfo for the officers to 
pafs on horfeback, on the right and left of thecolumn^ 
or at lead on one of its flanks. The debtmhes 
fhould be all of the fame width, otherwife each 
fmaller one becomes a defile ; which| compelling the 
column to diminiih its front> is by all poS^ble means 
to be avoided. 



ECHELLON. — Eckdley a ladder* 

When the divifions of a battalion , -arc placed, not 
diredlly behind each other, but parallel Jp eacli other, 
]ik^ a. ftep ladder, a flight of (l^ps., or organ pipes, 
fuch battalion i$ j^hen in echellon or in ECHEtLOV 
•COLU.MH, Itnd it is thrown into this form from line, 
by ■ the wheel of divifions, less than the quarter- 
circle, N^^hich places them in the pofition for making 
oblique changes, Plate 6. 

The attacks of coniiderable bodies are almoft al- 
V^ay«. CtQodu&ed on the principles of the echeixon. 



{ t1 ) 

EcHELLONS are either direct or wheeled. 

The DIRECT ECHELLON IS formed from line, by 
the perpendicular and fucceffive march of diviiions 
to front or rear. 

The WHEELED ECHELLON IS formed from h'ne, 
or open columni by the wheel of its divifions back* 
ward or forward, always lefs than the quarter circle. 

The ECHELLON may be conddered as a column of 
a particular kind, as well as the open column : and 
their differences and agreements will appear by an 
attentive confideration of the following definitiens, 
which will be occafion^Uy referred to as general rules 
in the coiirfe of this work. 



DIFFERENCES AND *OR££M£NT$ OF THE 0?EN 
I COLUMN AND ECHELLON. 

All the dividons of an open column march upon 
one and the fame perpendicular, and are therefore 
eaiily condufled. 

All the^ivifions of an echellon move on different 
perpendiculars, each on its own, but all of them pa- 
rallel to the dire£ting one, and removed from each 
other a fpace equal to what the divifions cut within 
each other. Flate 6. 

In OPEN COLUMN, the perpendicular diftancc from 

D 
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divifion to divifion, is equal to the front of the follow- 
ing one. 

In ECHELlONy the finaller the wheel is the fmaller 
is the perpendicular diftance from divifion to diviiion^ 
till it vanishes into nothing. 

In all (ituatioRs of the wheeled echellok, the 
ohlique dijiance from dire£ling flank to directing flank 
is equal to the front, of the preceding divifion. 

In OPEN COLUMN the proper pivot flank is the di- 
retSling one, and the wheels are made oa it into open 
column backward, and into line forward. 

In ECHELLONy the reVerfe flank (or that which 
firft joins its preceding divifion, when the line is to be 
formed forward) is the dire<Sling one, and the wheels 
are made on it into echellon forward, and into line 
backward. 

In OPEN COLUMN each divifion preferves a dif« 
tance from pivot flank to pivot flank, equal to its own 
front. 

In Echellon, each preferves a diftance from di- 
redling flank to directing flank, equal to the front of 
its preceding divifion. 

An echellon may at any time be converted into 
the open column, by wheeling up its divifioos, till 
they ftand perpendicular to the line which paflTes 
through all its diredling flanks. 

An OPEN COLUMN may in the fanie manner be con- 
verted into the echellon column, by wheeling back 
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its dlvlfions, each a named number of paces, and on 
cither flank, accordiag to circumftances. 

The flank direding flies either of the wheeled- or 
the dire6l echellon, will at firft, and (hould always 
afterwards be found in a diagonalline with refpe£t to 
the front ofdivifions. 

The ECHBLLON pofition and movements are not 
only neceflary and applicable to the immediate attacks 
and retreats of great bodies, but alfo to jthe previous 
oblique or dire£k changes of ficuation, which ^ batta- 
lioH) or a more confiderable corps already formed in 
line, may be obliged to make to the front, or rear, or 
on a particular flxed diviflon of the line. 

If the companies of a battalion, or more confldera- 
ble body, were all of equal flrength, and ihould the 
outward man of each take the fame number of paces 
OD the circumference of the circle which he defcribes, 
they will after the wheel (land parallel among them- 
felves; but if thofe companies are unequal, they will 
then not be parallel to each other, and confequently 
not in a proper relative fituation. 

Though fuch equality may exift in a Angle batta- 
lion) it will feldom or never exifl in a line of batta- 
lions, and a different calculation and diredion for each 
hattalion, correfponding to their flrengtbs, appears ne- 
ceflarily to be required, whenever they are in concert 
to change pofltion* 

This difliculty may be obviated by adopting a prac- 
D 2 
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iical rulCf as well for the battalion as for the line, on 
all occafions of wheeling by companies into echellon, 
in order to change pofition, and of whatever ftrength 
the companies may be, viz. T^at each covering fer^ 
jeantf as the cafe requires, having freviwjly placed him^ 
f elf before or behind % given file (the Sth) from thefiand- 
ingfiankf fliall take the named number of wheeling paces ^ 
aftd thereby become a direction for the company to wheel 
up tOf and halt. 

As eight paces of the eighth file complete the quar- 
ter of a circle or wheel, fo four paces give the half 
WHEEL, and two paces the quarter wheel> all 
which are wheels often made from open column, or 
from line, to change to a pofition perpendicular, or 
more or lefs oblique to the one quitted ; and thefe de- 
grees, with the helps given by advancing or keeping 
back a fhoulder as is neceffary, during the move- 
ment, will perhaps fuflSce to arrive and form in any 
new diredkion with prccifion. 



SIZING. 



The fizing of men is the placing, as near as poffi- 
ble, thofe of an equal height into each rank. 

Nothing contributes more to the good appearance 
of a regiment, than the fizing of the men ; each com- 
pany fhould therefore be provided with a fize roll. 
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that IS, a roll where the talleft man is putdowtt firft^ 
then the next talleft, and fo on ; by this method of 
calling the men over, they will know at once what 
rank they are to form in, which will fave much time 
and trouble, and (hould never be omitted before the 
companies march off their private parades. 



SIZING OF COMPANIES, 

The method recommended in the fyflem of difci-^ 
pfine for the Norfolk militia feems to be the beft ; it 
is as follows :— - 

^* Having an exa6l fize roll of your company, you 
** begin with the (horteft man, placing him in the 
** center, the next taller on the left, the next above 
** bim on the right, and fo on alternately, forming a 
** rank entire, till the talleft. of all are on the flanks; 
** you then tell ofFthe rank into fix divifions, telling 
" the divifionon the right, and that on the left, that 
<* they are the /r««^r/?«*; the two divifions from the 
" right and left iiearer the center, that they are the 
<< rear rank ; and the tvjp divifions in the center, that 
<* they are the center rank. 

The following words are then given : 

FORM RANKS, — March — Halt. 

•• At the word March, the two divifions on the 
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<< flanks^ and the two center divUions, all fiep off 
<< together! the flank divifipns twelve paces, and the 

« center divifions fix; then inwards Face 

«* Quick Marck.'^Halt — front. The company is by 
^Vthis means at once formed into three ranks j the 
** firft rank being compofed of the talleft men, the 
*< rear rank of thofe next in fize, and the center of 
^^ the loweft % and each of thofe ranks fized from the 
« right and left."* 



RANKS AND FILES. 

Rank and File means corporals and private fol- 
diers, or, as they are commonly'called, privates. 

If a company of 60 men be placed in a row, fiahd- 
ing fide by fide, this h'ne of men will, as it is com- 
monly exprefled, be drawn up or formed in a rank 
intirej and the number of files will be 60. 

If this rank was to* face to either flank, that is, if 
it was to face to the right, or to the left, it would be in 
file. 

If one half of this rank intire be placed exa<£lly 
behind the other, and paralhi to it, the company 
will then be formed two deep^ that is, in two ranks, a 
front, and a rear rank, and die number of files will 
be 30. 

* Wklliamfoa'j Elemeoti of MiKttry Arrangement, Vol. I. 
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If the company is formed three deep^ it will be in 
three ranks, a front, center, and rear rank, and the 
number of files will be 20 ; fo that in all cafes the 
number of files ai;id the depth of formation being af- 
certained, the number of men they contain is known 
at once, thus, 20 files three deep, means 60 men. 

When a company is faid to be 60 firing, it means, 
that (exclufive of officers, ferjeants, and drummers) it 
coofifts of 60 men. 

If a return was made of fuch company9 (or the 
purpofes of pay, or on its private parade (exclufive of 
officers), the detail would be, 3 ferjeants, 3 corporals, 
- a drummers, and 57 private men. 

But if a field return was required, that is, a return 
made out for. the General (fuppofe), whois^oingto 
lead theip s^gainft. the enemy, then the return would 
be (esclufiv^ of officers), 3 ferjeants, 2 drummers, and 
60 rank and file, meaning effective men with fire« 
locks on their fiiould er s. 

What is (aid here: of the company applies to batta- 
Jions or larger bodies of men. 

Generally fp(^king, when a file of men is men« 
tioned, it mfs^s 3 ibldieiv. 
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mSTANCE OF FILES. 

tn CLOSE FiL^s> each foldier, when in his truepd-> 
fition ui^er arms, (bouldered, and in rank9 muft JuO: 
feel with his elbow the touch of his neighbour, with 
whom he drefies, nor in any fituation 6f movement in 
front muft he ever relinquiih fuch touch, which be- 
comes in zQion the principal direction for the pre- 
fervatidn of bis order. 

In OPEN FILES, the files are to be two feet afunder, 
they may^be eitended frorix right, left, <^ Center, ac- 
cording 'to cifCumftahces, by taking two fide paces; 
but a greater degree of accuracy may perhaps be ob- 
tained, by performing this in the old method, which 
is ftill much pradifed, and is as follows: if the men 
of the front rank be ordered to ft retch out their right 
arms tb the right, and if they can juft touch the left 
fhoulders of their right-hand men, they have then 
their true diftance.* 

It cannot be doubted, when a battalion arrives at • 
its obje6tof^ attack at close files, that both its im- 
pulfe and quantity of fire in the fame-extent of front 
is greater than when the files are mcM'e open ; and 
fhould crowding be apprehended, it is at all times more 
eligible to have a divifion obliged to fall out of the line 
and double, than to have openings iit it, where the 
enemy muft certainly penetrate. 

* Bland's Military Difcipline. 
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DISTANCES OF RANKS, OR OPEN AND CLOSE 
ORDER. 

Open order, is when the ranks are two paces 
afunden 

Close order, is when they are one pace afunder; 
-when the body is halted, and to fire, they are fiill clofer 
locked up. 

Close ranks, is the conftant and habitual order, 
at which troops are at all times formed and moved. 

Open order> is only an occadonal exception made 
in the (ituation of parade and fhow, as well as for the 
infpedion of arms and accoutrements; the length of the 
pace is to be taken from the heels of one rank to the 
heels of the next rank. 



COUNTER-MARCHING.* 

A BATTALION is faid to counter-march when its 
flanks are to exchange place with each others and its 
front is to be brought to its former rear, without in- 
verting its order. 

"* Rules and Regulations* 
£ 
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A COLUMN IS faid to countermarch when its leading 
flank is changed by the fucceffive march of divifions 
from the rear to ^ front. 

If the grenadier company was the leading one, and 
that it was required to bring the rear to the front, fo 
that the light infantry (hould become the leading com- 
pany, the command would be, Left wing to the front. 

This operation is often required in taking up original 
pofitions from column of march ; it permits battalion 
columns aflfembled at a rendezvous, to march off from 
whatever flank is moft advantageous: 



COUNTERMARCH BY FILES. 

. The countermnrch by files is of two kinds: either 
SUCCESSIVE (the divifion being halted), by each file 
wheeling fucceifively on its ground, as it comes to its 
turn ; 

Or PROGRESSIVE (the divifion being in motion), by 
each file wheeling, when it comes up to the point at 
v^hich the leading file is wheeled* 

In the SUCCESSIVE countermarch the divifion muft 
ihift its ground to a flank, a fpace at leafl: equal to its 
front. Plate 4, Fig, 3. 

In the PROGRESSIVE, it will perform this operation 
of the countermarch on its original ground. 
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III' ht/ik di(^ A^ pivots are in a finall degree move- 
aWe. 

The amtsfffiarcb by /^j nftay be made either before 
ot behind Ae body. 

If modei BEFORE it» the frMC rank men wil) be the 
pivots^ 6n vrfiich eadi file will whesel. '^ 

If made behind it, the rear rank men will then be 
the pivots on which each file will wheel. 

It is an invariable rule in the countermarch of the 
divifionsof acolumn (or anydfvifions) by files j that the 
facings be made from the flank then the pivot to the one 
nvhich is to become fucfa; or, according to another de- 
finition, the facing is always to that hand vChich is not 
dre pivot, but which is to become fufch.* 

The battalion in open Column,* the right in front ; 
die' fifft divifion (fupp6fe) is ordered to Countermarch 
on its ov^ti ground, the left flank on Which die ofEcer is 
poised, being the' proper pivot flank, the right flank of 
courie is not the pivot ; as foon therefore as the divifion 
gets the word Pace (either to right or left), it is evident, 
according to the deHnitibn, that it faces from the flank 
then the pivot, to the flank Whieh is to become fuch, that 
is, it faces to the right flaiik, which, when the counter- 
march is completed, will then be the pivot flai^k, and 

* Rules and Regulations. 
E 2 
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where the officer is pofted ; for, as in the firft inftanccy 
he was pofted next to the left hand man of his divifion^ 
fo he is now pofted next to the right hand man, of his 
divifton; the movement being finifhed, the divifion 
flands fronted to its former res^r^ its flanks having ex' 
changed places without inverting its order* Plate 4* 



THREE DEEP. 

The fundamental order of the infantry 1 in which 
they (hould always £;>rm and ad, and for which all 
their various operations and movements are calculatedy 
is in THREE RANKS and close order: The forma- 
tion in two ranks is to be regarded as anoccafional 
exception that may be made from it, where an ex- 
tended and covered front is to be occupied, or where an 
irregular enemy, who deals only in fire, is to be oppofed* 
The formation in two ranks, at open Files, is cal- 
culated only for light troops, in the attack and purfuit 
of a timid enemy^ but not for making an imprelSon on 
an oppoflte regular line, which vigoroufly aflails or re- 
fifts. No general could manage a confiderable army, if 
formed and extended in this manner, the great fcience 
and obje£l of movement being to 2& with fuperiority on 
chofen points: it is never the intention of an able com- 
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mander to have all his men at.the fame time in zQion : 
he means by fkill and manoeuvres to attack a partial 
parti and to bring the many to zA againft the few : this 
cannot be accomplifhed by any body at open files, and 
. TWO DEEP. A line formed in this manner would never 
be brought to make or to flandah attack with bayonets; 
nor could it have any profpedl of refifting the charge 
of a determined cavalry. In no fervice is the fire and 
confiftency of the third rank to be given up ; it ferves 
to fill up the vacancies made in the others in a6tion; 
without it the battalion would foon be in a fingle rank. 



FOURTH, OR SUPERNUMERARY RANK. 

The fourth rank is at three paces diflance when 
baited or marching in line. The efTential ufe of the 
fourth rank is to keep the others clofed up to the front 
during the attack, and to prevent any break beginning 
in the rear : this rank is alfo well adapted for the en* 
couragement of the foldier to fupport him in his duty, 
to keep him advancing, and in cafe of diforder, to oppofe 
the cowardice of thofe that are panic feized; on this 
importanc fervice too niany officers and non-commiffioned 
oflEcers cannot be employed. 
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WhciA m^chii^ in c<)liifnfvthit ratfds niiift ctdeop t^ 
the (Kftance of the othef naik^ 



cot;^ tf<Ett. 



Coup d'ceil means, literally, a quick glaiice of ihe 
eye. 

Bat die covF d'ceil To much talked of by military 
Mnritersy and fo little underftood, is a fciencti a complete 
knowledge of which is of the greateft importance in all 
the movements of war; by this knowledge a perfecJl 
judgment of ground is formed, whether plain, hilly, 
or mountainous, naked or covered with troops, and 
diftances meafured by a glance of the eye, from a corre£b 
idea formed under various afpeds of country ; the fight 
is alfo affirmed againft number!^ ilkifions, produced by 
the difference of ground, the ^antity and complication 
of troops, the atmofphere rare or denfe, &c. No officer 
can be depended on to ret^onnoitre a country, (that rs» 
to fee it in a military view) who does not eminently 
poilefs a Correft coup it ail \ \t is the pofTeffion of this 
that enables a genersd to judge at once of the moil ad* 
▼antageoHS difpofitions (where many offer) for his troops, 
whether with refpe£k to the fituation of the eneitiy, <x the 
nature of the ground. 
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It A-cqii^ntly happens in war that a iuddea movement 
of th^ enemy may xaiblige a ganeral to-makc an alteiatiofi 
if) hi$ pofitipn ; his deci(ion how Co a£t'inuft he as quick 
as his cstip it of it j made perhaps in the midft of mouiU 
and danger, yet he will fee in this moment, how thde 
events, whkh to any other would be prrfagcs of hisx>wn 
defeat, may end in the overthrow of his enemies. It 
is this fagacity, ihis uftion of the cokp f»il and judgment, 
whiefa fucceeds in battles i all great generals and aUe 
engineers have pofleAbd it, and to this they owed their 
fortune, reputation, and (uccers: why it has not been 
more treated of is, that all great writers on the art of 
war have fuppofed their readers acquainted with this 
fcience, as all engineers, when they treat of fordfication, 
fuppofe a previous knowledge of the mathematics.* 



WORD^lpr COMMAND. 

Whoever wojuld attain to any per&£tion in giving 
WQiios QJF CQMMANP, muft ftudy the compafs of 

* See Guibert, Vol. I. Count Turpin. And I. G. Tielke, Cap- 
tain of Artillery^ in the fervice of H. S. H. the Ele^lor of Saxony. 
Alfo Rules and Regulations, Part III. 

For further explanation of technical terms in the military fcience, 
the reader is referred to James's Military Diflionary, a work, which 
it is prefumed no gentleman who wifhes for a general knovvledge of 
hlfprofeflion will be without. 



\ 



( 32 ) 

his voice, that he may not over ft rain it, left it caufe an 
immediate hoarfenefs ; as alfo the laying of the emphafis 
in the right place, and where to make the proper ftops or 
paufes» when the command is too long to be pronounced 
at one breath. Befides, ftops or paufes, when j udiciouily 
made, are of great fervice to the men, giving them time 
to think on the word of command before it is fully de« 
livered, and confequently preparing them for the per- 
forming of it with life, vigor, and exa£tnefs. But as 
the coming to this knowledge will prove tedious to young 
officers, without fome further afliftance than that of 
mentioning it, the commands will be divided in this work 
into cautionary commands and commands of execution. 
The COMMANDS OF CAUTION will be in capital let- 
ters, the commands of execution in Italics, The com- 
mands of caution fhould be delivered unembarrafted, clear 
and diftin£t; the commands of execution fhould be fhort, 
loud, in a (harp tone, and in the full extent of the 
voice. Short lines will be placed between the cautions 
and commands to mark the paufes, thus — Quick,— 
March. Right, — Face^ &c. ^hich, if obferved, will 
aid and aftift an indifferent voice, and give beauty and 
force to a good one.* 



Bland. 
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DRILL. 



INSTRUCTION OF THE RECRUIT. 



:t. 



HE Inftrudor of recruits, fquads, or larger bodies 
^f menyfUbuldpofTefs not only an unremitting perfe- 
^^rance, biit an accurate knowledge of the part he has 
to teach, as well as a clear and concife manner of con- 
^^ejring his inftrudions; he (hould pofiefs a firmnefs 
that will command from the men a perfed attention to 
the direSions he is giving them. He muft -allow for 
the weak capacity of the recruit ; be* patient, not rigo- 
rous, nor ever lofe fight of the humane principle) that 
thofe over whom he may. excrcife a (temporary feverity 
are men, formed of the fame materials, and pofTeffing the 
fame feelings as himfelf. Quicknefs is not at fir ft to 
be required, for it is the refult of pradice alone : yet 
care (hould be taken to fupple the recruit, and bani(h the 
air of the ruftic. But that excefs of Jetting up^ which 
ftiflfens the perfon, and tends to throw the body backward 
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inftead of forward> muft be carefully avoided, as being 
contrary to every true principle of movement. 

The recruit muft be carried on progreffively; he 
fhould comprehend one thing before he proceeds tp 
another. In the firft circumftances of pofition, fire* 
lock, fingers, elbows, &c. are to be juftly placed by the 
inftru£tor : but when recruits are more advanced they 
fhould not be touched; but from the example (hewn, and 
the dire£tions prefcribed, be taught to corre£t themfdves 
when admonifhed fo to do. 

Recruits (bould not be kept too long at any particular 
part of their exercife, fo at to fatigue or make them un- 
ea(y, which would have a tendency to difguft them with 
the fervice; marching without arms (hould be much 
intermixed with the firelock inftrudion — fife, or mufic 
muft on no account be ufed ; but the recruit is to be 
confirmed by habit alone in that cadence of ftep which 
he is afterwards to Aiaintain in his march to the enemy, 
tn fpite of every variety of noife and circumftance that 
may tend to derange him. _ 

Every ibldier on his return from long abfence, muft 
be redrilled before he is permitted to aft in the ranks of 
his company. 
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SIC. I. POSITION OF THE SOLDIER WITHOUT 
ARMS. 

The equal fquarenefs of the fhoulders and body to 
the front, is the firft and great principle of the pofition 
of a foldier. — The heels muft be in a line, and clofed— 
the knee ftraight, without ftifFnefs— the toes a little 
turned out, fo that the feet may form an angle of 
about fixty degrees. 

Let the arms hang near the body but not ftifF— the 
flat part of the hand and little linger touching the thigh; 
the thumbs as far back as the feams of the breeches ; 
the elbows and (boulders to be kept back; the belly 
rather draWn in, and the breaft advanced, but without 
conftraint, the body upright, but inclining forward, fo 
liiat the weight of it principally bears on the fore part 
of the feet; the head to be ered, and neither turned to 
the right nor to the left. 



SEC. 2. STANDING AT EASE and ATTENTION. 

On the words Stand at— £^, the_ right foot is 
to be drawn back about fix inches, and the greatefl: part 
of the weight of the body brought upon it; the left knee 
a^ittle bent: the hands brought fmartly together before 
the body, but the (boulders to be kept back, and fquare, 

F 2 
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the head to the front, and the whole attitude without 
conftraint. 

On the word Attention^ the hands are to fall fmartly 
down the outfide of the thighs \ and the right heel to be 
brought up in the fame moment in a line with the left. 

When {landing at eafe for any confiderable time in 
cold weather, the men may be permitted, by command^ 
to move their limbs, but without quitting their ground; 
fo that upon the word Attention^ no one fhall haVe ma* 
terially loft his drelling in the line. 



SEC. 3. EYES^right, EYES-^le/ij EYES-^fronW ' 

The recruit fliould be praSifed in thefe motions, as 
they are ufeful on the wheeling of divifions, or when 
dref&ng is ordered after a halt. Particular attention muft 
be paid in the feveral turnings of the eyes, to prevent 
the foldier from moving his body, which (bould be pre- 
ferred perfedUy fquare to the front. 



SEC. 4. THE FACINGS. 

In going through the facings, the left heel never quits 
the ground ; the knees muft be kept ftraight, and the 
recruit muft rather incline forward, care muft be taken 
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not to jirk the body, but to turn fmoothly and grace-* 
fully round. 

TO THE KiGHTi—Face, — 2 Motions. 

I ft, Place the hollow of the right foot fmartly againft 
the left heel i 2d, raife the toes, and turn to the right 
on both beds. 

TO THE RIGHT ABOVT^-— Face. — 3 Mottons. 

I ft. Place the ball of the right toe againft the left 
beel; 2d, raife the toes, and turn to the right about on 
both heels ; 3d, bring the right foot fmartly back in a line 
with the left* 

TO THE LE¥Tf—Face.—2 Motions. 

jft. Place the right heel againft the hollow of the left 
foot; 2d, turn to the left on both heels. 

. TO THp LEFT ABOUT, — Faci. — 3 Motions. 

ift. Place the right heel againft the ball of the left 
foot; 2d, raife the toes, and turn to the left about on 
both heels; 3d, bring up the right fmartly in a line with 
the left. 

The greateft precidon muft be obferved in thefe 
facings, keeping the (boulders fquare to the . fronti 
otherwife a body of men, after being properly drcfled, 
will lofe their dreiSng on every* (mall movement of 
fiicing. 
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SEC. 5* POSITION IN MARCHING. 

In marching, the foldier mud maintain as much as 
poffible the pofition of the body as direded in SeSt. z. 

He mud be well balanced on his limbs-— his arms and 
hands, without ftifFnefs, muft be kept fteady by his 
fides, and not TufFered to vibrate. He muft not be al- 
lowed to ftoop forward, ftill lefs to lean back. His body 
muft be kept fquare to the front, and thrown rather more 
forward in marching than when halted, that it may ac- 
company the movement of the leg and thigh, "which 
movement muft fpring fropi the haunch. The inftep 
raifed, the ham muft be ftretched, but without ftiffening 
the knee. The toe a little pointed and kept near the 
ground, ^o that the (hoe foles may not be vifible to z 
perfon in front. The head to be kept well up, ftraight 
to the front, and the eyes not fufFered to be caft down, 
but kept on a level with themfelves. The foot without 
being drawn back, muft be placed firm on the ground 
from toe to heel. 

He (hould be taught fucceffively and alternately to 
move his legs forward and backward in fuch a manner, 
that the movement might take place from the hip, that 
the upper part of the body may not be fubjeS to difordcr 
through unfteadinefs. 
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SEC. 6. ORDINARY STEP. 

All marching, the fide ftep excepted, invariably begins 
with the left foot. * 

The length of each pace from heel to heel, is 30 
inches, and the recruit muft be taught to uke 75 of 
diefe fteps in a minute, widiout tottering, and with per- 
kSt fteadinefs. The recruit muft be carefully inftru£ted 
in this nto/l effintial part of his duty, and perfe^y 
made to underftand that he is to maintain it for a long 
period of time together, both in line and in column9 
aiid in rough as wdl as in fmooth ground^ on which he 
may be required to march. This is the floweft ftep 
which a recruit is taught, and is alfo ufed in all move- 
ments of parade. 



SEC. 7. THE HALT. 

On the word halt^ let the rear foot be brought upon 
a line with the advanced one, fo as to finifli the ftep 
which was taking when the command was given. 

Observe, that the words, Halt^ fFheely — Halty 
Front — Halt J Drefs^ — are each to be confidered as one 
word of command, and no paufe made betwixt the 
parts of their execution. 
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SEC, 8. OBLIQUE STEP. PlatC I. 

When the recruit has acquired the regular length 
and cadence of the ordinary pace, he is to be taught the 
obh'que ftep. At the words. To the Left ObliquBi 
Marcby without altering his perfonal fquarenefs. of 
pofition, but preferving his . (boulders parallel to :tb€ 
line on which they firft were placed, he will, when be 
is to ftq) with his left foot, point and carry it forward 
19 inches in the diagonal line^ to the left, from L. R; 
to L. 2. which gives about 13 inches to the (ides and 
about 13 inches to the front; pn the word two^ he will 
bring his right foot 30 inches forward from L. R. to 
R. s. fo that the right heel be placed 13 inches diredly 
before the left one. In this pofition he will paufi^ and 
on the word twoy continue to march as before^ carrying 
his left foot to L. 3. his right foot to R. 3, his left foot 
to L. 4. his right to R. 4. and fo on, paufing at each ftep 
till confirmed in his pofition, when he muft be made to 
continue the march without paufing, with firmnefs, and 
in the cadence of the ordinary pace; viz. 75 fteps 
in the minute. 

From the combination of thefe two movements, the 
general obliquity gained will amount to an angle of about 
25 degrees. 

In the oblique march at the word forward^ the in- 
cline ceafes, and the whole march forward. Oblique 
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marching cannot be required from a large body in quick 
time. 

When obliquing to the right^^ eyes muft be turned 
to the /^ ; when obliquing to the left^ the eyes muft be 
turned to the right. Whether the obliquing commen- 
ces from the halt, or on the march, the firft diagonal ftep 
taken is by the leading foot of the fide inclined to> when 
it comes to its turn, after die command is pronounced. 

The oblique march enables a body to preferve its 
parallel direSion, and at the fame time to gain ground 
to the flank, as well as to the fronf, without filing or 

opening out It is particularly neceflary for the 

battalion in line,* when intervals are to be correded, 
— and in die forming up, and doubling of its divifions^ 
efpecially when in movement, to oblique more or lefs 
fharply, according to circumftances. 

Each recruit ihould be feparately and carefully in- 
ftruded in the principles of the foregoing eight fe£iions 
of die drill They form the bajis of all military move^ 
nunts. 

• Whenever the battalion in lint is nitotioncd, it means a line 
confifling of fcvcral battalions. 
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SEC. lO. STEPPING OUT. 

At the words Step ouU the ftep is lengthened to 33 

inches, by leaning forward a little,— but without 

altering the cadence. 

This ftep is neceflary when a temporary exertion in 
line and to the front, is required; and is applied both to 
ordinary and quick time. 

The word March marks the beginning of movements 
from the halt'y when given fingly, it at all times denotes 
that ordinary time is to be taken. 



SEC. II. MAHKING TIME. 

At the words mark time^ the foot then advancing com- 
pletes its pace; after which the cadence is continued, 
without gaining any ground, but alternately throwing 
out the foot, and bringing it back fquare with the other. 
—At the word forward^ the ufual pace of 30 inches 
will be taken. 

This ftep is neceflary, when in marching any par- 
ticular divifion is advanced, and has to wait for the 
coming up of others. 



SEC 12. STEPPING SHORT. 

At the words Jep jhort^ the foot advancing will 
finifli its pace, and afterwards each recruit will ftep as 
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iar as the ball of his toe— and no further, until the word 
Ordinary Jiepj or Forward be given, when the ufual 
pace is taken. 

This ftep is ufeful when a momentary retardment of 
the battalion or divifion (hall be required. 



SEC. 13. CHANGING THE FEET. 

At the word Change Feet^ the advancing foot com- 
pletes its pace. The ball of the other is brought up 
quickly to the heel of the advanced one, which inftantly 
makes another ftep forward,— fo that the cadence may 
not be loft. It is, in &£l, taking two fucceffive fteps 
with the fame foot. 

This may be required of an individual who is ftepping 
with a different foot from the reft of his divifion. 



SEC 14. THE SIDE, OR CLOSING STEP. 

This ftep is performed from the halt in ordinary time, 
by the following commands : 

Close to the right — March. 
Close to the Left — March. 

On the words close to the KiGHT—march^ 
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efts are turned to the right, and each man carries his 
right foot about 12 inches directly to bis right, (or tF 
the files are clofed, to his neighbour's left foot) and in- 
ftamly brings up his left foot, till the heel touches his 
right heel ; he then paufes, fo as to perform this move- 
ment in ordinary time, and proceeds to take the nexc ftep 
in the fame manner, the whole with perfe6t precifion of 
time, (boulders kept fquare, knees not bent, and in the 
true line on which the body is formed. It is done in the 
lame manner to the left. At the word Halt, the whole 
halt,' turn their eyes to the front, and are perfe^y 
fteady. 

When a whole company is to clofe, the of&cer com- 
OMnding will take one ftep to the front, and inftantly 
face about, the covering ferjeant replacing him; on the 
word Marcbj the whole move together, taking the time 
from the oiEcer who fteps in the fame manner as die 
men, but fronting them \ on the word H^lty the officer 
refumes his place. — The Side or cloftngjlep is very ufeful 
on many occafions, when halted, to open or clofe files, 
to join one divifion to, or open it from another : to re- 
gain an interval in line; to move a whole battalion, or 
parade 20 or 30 paces to a flank; to regulate diflances 
between clofe columns before deploying: alterations 
made in this manner are imperceptible from the front, 
and better made than by facing, and file marching ; the 
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1$ alfo better preferved; the words of command, 
as ox-i all occafionsi muft be decided and ftrong. 



SEC. 15, BACK STEP. 

TtTiis ftep is performed in the ordinai'y time. On 
the ^vord STEP BACK^ — Alarcb'f the recruit muft be 
t^S^t to move ftraight to the rear, taking his fuii pace 
of 30 inches at each ftep, preferving his (boulders fquarc 
to ^lie front, and his body ered; on the word Halt^ 
^ foot in front muft be brought back fquare with the 
other, 
'i'he platoon muft be accuftomed, from the halt, to 

ftep back any ordered number of paces, in the ordinary 

tiixi« and length, as it is an operation that may be fre« 

quendy required frcmi a battalion. 

TTpi or twelve paces only of the back ftep, generally 

(peaking, can be neceffary at a time. 



SEC 16. THE QUICK STEP. 

^he recruit having become perfcdHy habituated to the 
cadence of the ordinary pace, muft now be taught to 
"*c?K in quick time, which is 108 fteps in the minute, 
•*^b of 30 inches, making 270 feet in a minute. 
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The words quick — Marchy being given, at the 
caution quick, the whole remain perfeftly ftill and 
fieady; on the command March^ they ftep off with the 
left feet, keeping the body in the fame pofture, and the 
ihoulders fquare to the front; the foot to be lifted off 
the ground, that it may clear any ftones or other im- 
pediments in the way, and to be thrown forward and 
placed firm ; the whole of the fole to touch the ground, 
and not the heel alone; the knees are not to be bent, 
neither are they to be ftiffened, fo as to occafion fatigue 
or conftraint. The arm may make a finall motion but 
not fwing out; the head is to be kept to the front, the 
body well up, and the utmoft fteadinefs preferved. This 
is the pace to be ufed in all Filings of divifions from 
line into column, or from column into line. The pla- 
toon muft frequently be pra6lifed to march in quick 
time, particularly in file, until the men have acquired 
the utmoft precifion in this movement,. which is fo effen- 
tial in all deployments from clofe column. 

The march from ordinary to quick time muft never 
be changed but from a previous halt. 



SEC. 17. THE QUICKEST STEP* 

The quickeft time or wheeling marcbj is I20 ttep^ 
of 30 inches each, or 300 feet in the minute. The 
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diredions already given for the inarch in quick time, 
relate equally to the march in quickeft time. 

This is the rate at which all bodies accomplifli their 
wheels^ the outward file ftepping 33 inches, whether the 
YAitA is from line into column, or from column into* 
line. 

In this time alfo (hould divifions double and move 
up, when paf&ng obftacles in line; or when in the 
column .of march, the front of divifions is increafed or 
diminifhed. 

No more than three different times of march are to 
be required of the foldier, ordinary time, quick 

TIME, and WHEELING or qyiCKEST TIME. 

Plummets, which vibrate the required times of 
march in a minute, muft be in the pofTeffion of each in- 
ftrudor of a fquad, as alfo of the drum-major, and con- 
ftantly referred to by them to correft uncertainty of 
movement; the feveral lengths of plummets fwinging 
the times of the different marches In a minute are as 
fcJlow : 





CO 


li 




»-l 


ffitS 


Ordinary time, 75 paces in the mitiute. 


- 24 


96 


Quick time, 108 


12 


3 


Quickeft time, 120 


- 9 


80 



H 



( S* ) 

A mulket baM Aifpended by a firing of whip-eord^ on 
which are marked the diflferent required length€» will 
anAMrer the above purposes. The length of the pluoifnet 
is to be tneafuned ffom the point of fufpenfion to the 
center of the ball. 



To acquire the juft length of pace, cords, the thick- 
Def$ of a jack line, (hould be prepared by tying (m2i\ 
pieces, of red cloth on them, at the diftance of 30 inches 
from each other ; at the cnd.pf 75 paces or ties, a piece 
of cloth larger (han the reft (hould be faftened; at 108 
a, piece of cloth of a different colour (hould be tied; 
and. one differing ftill from both (hould mark the extent 
of the quickeft time 120 paces; two of thefe cords 
(hould be ftretched parallel and diftant one from the 
other, the extent of the front deftined for the march not 
exceeding 15 or 20 files. If the march is to be in or- 
dinary time, a man tor a camp-colour may be placed at 
the end of 75 paces. When the rank or divifion is cor- 
ieSly dreffed, the inftrudtor, with a ftop watch in his 
hand, gives the word March^ and the inftant the minute 
is expired, he gives the word Halt ; by this means be 
can perceive at once whether the march has been too faft 
or too flow, always taking care that the men (lep their 
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full pace of 30 inches, and that the flanks of the body 
marching arrive at the extremity of the cords by an 
equal number of ftq>s correfponding with the marks. 

If a quicker time be required, it is only to remove the 
camp-colours to the marks at 108, or laO) and proceed 
as above direded.* 

One of thefe cords being prolonged to a confiderable 
diftance, the men might be made to march for one or 
feveral minutes together in quick or ordinary time. In 
this manner fquads of officers, ferjeants, drummers, and 
muficians fliould be pradifed to march, and thereby 
acquire die juft length of pace. The cords (hould be 
by d^rees fupprefled, and officers or ferjeants be direded ' 
to take up diftances to ferve as points for direfting the 
mardi ; afterwards the even ground (hould be abandoned 
for the open field, the ploughed and the ftubble lands, 
where no cords wilTbe required, nor no ferjeants ferve 
as points of direfHon, but the commander will Hx on a 
bufli,t a tree, or fome diftant obje£l, as the point of 
anarch, &c. 

* A method ibmething iimilar to the ahove wat adopted in the 
4nll of the Weft London Militia> in preference to the plummet, 
t Guibert. 
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SEC. l8. F1L£ MARCHING. 

The Lock^ or Deploy Step. 

The recruits muft be inftru£led to cover each other 
With the moft fcrupulous exaftnefs in file, fo that the 
bead . oC ; the man immediately before may conceal the 
he^ds of all the others in his front ; at the word Marchy 
ihe whole, .diyiifip^ . IS immediately to ftep off together, 
gainitig at ,^t. very firft ftep 30 inches, and fo con- 
tinuing eacb; ftep without encrealing the diftance betwixt 
each recruit, every man locking or placing his advanced 
foot on the ground, before the fpot from whence his 
preceding qnan had taken up his^ that is, the right foot 
of the fecond -man comes within, the left foot of the firft, 
and thus of every one, more or lefs overlappi^ng, according 
to ; the clo(enefs or ppennefs of the Hies and the length 
of ftep ; no looking down, nor leaning backward is to 
be fufFered, on any pretence whatever; great attention 
muft be paid ta prevent them from marching with their 
knees bent^ which they will at firft be verjrapt to do, from 
an apprehenlion of treading upon the heels of thofe before 
them; each foldier muft look along the necks of thofe 
before him, and never right or left; otherwife a waving 
of the march will take place, and of courfe the lofs and 
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extenflon of the line and diftance, whenever the body 
returns to its proper front. 

The fame pofition of feet, as above, takes place in 
all marching in fronty where the ranks are clofe and 
locked up. 

The ftri£left obfervance of all the rules for marching 
is particularly neceiTary in marching by files, which is 
firft to be taught at the ordinary time^ and afterwards in 
fuici time* 

The accuracy of the March in Files to a flank is fo 
eflential in all deployments into line and in the internal 
movements of the divifions of the battalion, that the 
ibldier cannot be too much exercifed in it; and the 
lack or deploy Jlepy which appears at firft fo difficult, will, 
iHTith a little attention and practice, be found much eafier 
than-the old method of marching by files, when on every 
halt the rear was obliged to run up to gain the ground 
it had unnecefTarily loft. 

In marching by files, the commander of the divifion 
or platoon will lead the front rank. — Suppofe the move- 
ment is to the left, 



TO THE LJTT^Face. 

At this word, he and his covering ferjeant inftantly 
ihift to the left flank of his divifion. 
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QUICK — March. 
The whole ftep off together. 

ifo/t, Front. 

The leader, and his ferjeant, return to their pofts 
en the right. 



WHEELING. 

In all wh^ings forward on a fixed or habed pivots 
the flank front rank man on whom the wheel is made^ 
that is to fay, the piv9t man\ faces outward from his 
divifion. The other flank front rank man, that is^ the 
man on the reverfe flank, is called the outward or 
wheeling man. 

In al! wheefings backward, the pivot faces inward 
to his divifloki. 

In all wheelings, the eyes of the men are turned to 
the wheeling mdn. 

In alt wheelings, the ey«s of the wheeling man are 
turned to the pivot. 

Halt — Drefsj is only one word of command. 

Whenever the divifion is ordered to wheel Ti, either 
right or left, It always means that the wheel is to be 
forward. 

Whenever the divifion is ordered to vrtieel 0», eidier 
right or left, it means that the wheel is to be backwards. 
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SEC. 19. WHBELING FORWARD A SINGLE 

RANK FROM THE HALT, THAT IS, 

ON A FIXED PIVOT^ Plate 2. 

■ At the word to the right-— ^^^^, the m»n on the 
right of the rank faces to the right, taking particular 
CJHie Hiat his perfon is fquare in the new diredion; oii 
die word Afarch^ they ftep off together, the whole 
ttirmng their ^yes to the left (the wheeling flank), ex- 
cept the ^outward man on the left of the flank, who looks 
inwards; and, during the wheel, becomes a kind of bafe 
line for the others to coftiform to, and maintain the iini* 
formity of front. ^ 

The outward wheeling man always lengthens his ftep 
to 33 inches, the whole obferve the fame cadence, but 
cachTnanftortening his ftep in proportion as he is nearer 
to the ftanding flank on which the wheel is made. During 
the wheel the iites lightly touch, and great care muft be 
taken not to open out, but rather to incline to the pivot, 
without preiSng on it; they muft not ftoop forward^ 
but remain upright. On the word Halt^ each man 
halts immediately, without jumping forward, or making 
any f^lie nK>vements, and the whole remain perfedly 
fteady, ftill looking to the wheeling flank till they re- 
ceive the word Right ^Drefs^ and then Eyes— iPr^;?/. 
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SKC. 20. WHEELING OF A SINGLE RANK 
FROM THE MARCH. 

This is a wheel on a halted pivot. The rank march- 
ing at the ordinary time receives the word of commaod, 
Halt^ Right y Wheel; the moment the word Hab is pro- 
nounced, the man on the right halts and faces to his 
right) when the whole wheel, as directed in the preceding 
fedion; as foon as the portion of the circle to be 
wheeled is completed, ^tbe words Halt^i Drefs^ will be 
given ; then after a paufe of two or three feconds, the 
word March may be given, on which the whole rank 
ileps off together in ordinary time. 



SEC 21. WHEELING BACKWARDS A SINGLE 
RANK. 

If the wheel is to be on the right backwards, then 
at the word, or caution, On the Right Backwards 
— Wheel, the man on the right of the front rank, that 
is, the pivot, faces to the left ; at the word Marchy Ac 
whole ftep backward, thofe neareft the pivot man making 
their fteps extremely fmall, and thofe towards the wheel- 
ing man encreafing them as they are placed nearer to 
him. The recruit muft not bend forward, nor be fuf- 
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fered to look down; but by cafling his eyes to die 
wheeling flank, prefervlng the dreffing of the rank, &c. 

In the Wheel Forward To the Left, and in 
the Wh£el Backward On the Left, all that has 
been before faid takes place, and is in the fame manner 
executed. Only the left flank front rank man does 
what has been dire£led for the right. When the recruits 
are able to perforpi the wheel with accuracy in the ^r- 
dliiarj timej they mud be prafUfed in wheeling in quickifl 

Nothing will tend fooner to enable the recruit to ac- 
quire the proper length of ftep according to his diftance 
from the pivot, than continuing the wheel without 
halting for feveral revolutions of the circle.— -He fhould 
alfo receive the word, Halt, Drefs^ at inflants not ex- 
peded, and when only a flxth, eighth, or any fmaller 
portion of the circle Is completed. 

Oflicers as well as men fhould be often pra^Stifed in 
wheeling in fingle ranks on the quarter circle, frequently 
fliifting their pivot, and counting always at drill the 
number of paces they have to wheel. Plate 2. 

In wheeling, the files muft juft touch, and the hands 
of the men be turned towards the outward man ; on the 
word Halty they muft be brought to their proper pod- 
tion, flat to the thigh. 
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WHEELING ON A MOVEABLE PIVOT, 

In wheeling on a moveable pivot, both flanks are 
moveable, and eyes are all turned towards the di reeling 
pivot man, whether he is on the outward flank, or the 
flank wheeled to.* 

Thus, fuppofe an Open Column of Companiles, Suh- 
diviflons or Sedions, the right in front, are marching 
on a ftraight alignment, and that it is necefl!ary without 
halting, to change the direflion of the column either to 
the right or to the left; the grenadiers (fuppofe) are the 
leading dlvifion, the officer commanding them is on the 
left of his company, the proper pivot Jlanky and he is the 
direSiing pivot man. 

If the column is to incline to the left by a gradual 
wheel, then the command is Right Shoulders Forward. 
The men inftantly turn their eyes to the left to the 
officer, their point of drefs, and who is on the inner flank, 
or Jlank wheeled to. 

If the column is to wind to the right, then the word 
is Left Shoulders Forward^ and the eyes of the nien 
during the wheel are all turned to the left^ to the faoie 

• Rules and Regulations. 
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oflBecr, their point of drcfe, on the outward wbeeling 

flank. 

The bi&cer in the wheels of the moveable pivot never 

flufts his flank; and In the wheel to either flank the 
men's eyes are always turned to him as their point of 
drcTs, contrary to the principle of 'wheels- madei on a 
halted or fixed pivot, where the eyes of the men are 
turned invariably during the wheel to the outward wheel* 
in^man, •• 



SBC. 22. WHEELING OF A SINGLE RANK ON A 

MOVEABLE pivor. Plate 3. 

In wheeling of a Single Rank on the moveable 
piv^ot, a well drilled foldier fhould at firft be placed on 
^ch flank of the fquad, for the eafier inftruAion of the 
fecruit. 

When the wheel is to be made to the direfting pivot 
S^nk, (fuppofe the left) the rank marching at the ordi- 
'^ry ftep receives the word, Right Shoulders Forward; 
on which the pivot man, without altering either the time 
®r length of his pace, continues his march on the cir- 
cumference of the lefler circle, and on the principle ©f 
X 2 
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dreffiag gradually brings round his rank to the diredion 
required, without obliging the other flank, whidi is 
dtferibing the circumference of a larger circle to too 
great httrrjr. On the word Forward^ ihouiders are 
iquanedy and the whole march dire6t to the front. 
^ When the direding pivot has to defcribe the circum- 
fenenco of ithe larger circle, oA the word Ltft Shotdderi 
Forward^ he will, without changing the time or length 
of his pace, gradually bring round the rank, and when 
the rank has wheeled the required degree, then the word 
Forward is given, as before mentioned. From what has 
been faid it is evident, that whether the pivot man is 
moving on the fmaller or the larger circle, he never 
changes the length nor cadence of his ftep ; when he is 
moving on the fmaller circle, the other flank mufl: ac- 
celerate its pace, or lengthen ks ftep, or both; and this 
will be in proportion to the number of files in the divi- 
If on, 'and to the portion of ^e circle on which the pivot 
Vnantnarchfes. • When the outward man is the pivot, the 
inner flank,' which has lefs ground to go^over, will in 
the fame proportion, ftep ftiorter and gradually conform. 
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observations; 

\yhcn the column of feftions, fub-divifions, or com- 
panies is obliged frequently to change its diredion of 
inarch, and that it is to be done on the moveable pivot ; 
if the pivot leader defcribes the /mailer circle of the wheel, 
he leaves the point on which he marched, and where the 
old and new directions interfe£t, cloje to his own hand 
wheeled io. When he defcribes die greater circle, he 
leaves fuch point wide from his own wheeling hand; in 
both cafes, the more confiderable the fweq» he makes 
from die old to the new diredion, the eafier and more 
gradual can the other flank conform, and tho-efore when 
this mode is made ufe of, the column is fuppofed to have 
fufiScient room on its flanks to allow of the neceflkry 
operations; for if both cannot be kept in progreffive 
movement during the change of dire£lion, the wheel 
cannot be thus made, but mud be executed quickly, 
and on fixed pivots, otherwife the ground would not be 
clear for the fucceeding divifions, and they would flop 
eadi other and interfere. 

In this manner will the column follow the windings 
of a route, be condu£led through an open wood, or 
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tface out the irregular edge of a height, which it is to 
occupy; and on all common occafions of route marching, 
where perfefl: corre£lnefs is not required, it will thus 
change into new directions. 



SEC 23. POSITION OF THE SOLDIER WITH 

ARMS. 

When the firelock is given and is ihouldered, the 
perfon of the foldier remains in the pofition defcribed, 
(Sec. I.) except, that the wrift of the left hand is turned 
out, the better to embrace the butt, the thumb alone is 
to appear in front, the four fingers to be under the butt, 
the left elbow is a little bent inwards, without being 
feparated from the body, or being more backward or for- 
ward than the right one. The firelock is placed in the 
hand, not on the middle of the fingers, and carried in 
fuch a manner that it fhall not raife, advance, or keep 
back one {boulder ' more than the other; the butt mufl 
therefore be forward, and as low as q^n be permitted 
without conftaaint; the fore part nearly even with that 
of the thigh, and the hind part of it prefled by the wrift 
againft the thigh; the piece mufl be kept fteady and 
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firm before the hollow of the (houlder ; fliould the fire- 
lock be drawn back, or attempted to be carried high, in 
that cafe one (boulder will be advanced, the other kept 
back, and the upper part of the body diftorted, and not 
placed fquare with refped to the limbs. 



SEC. 24. DIFFERENT MOTIONS OF THE 
FIRELOCK. 

The following motions of the firelock will be taught 
and pra3ifed as here fet down, until each recruit is per* 
fe& in them ; they being neceflary for the eafe of the 
foldier in the courfe of exercife. 

Supporting arms^ carrying armsj ordering arms^ 
ftanding at eafe^ attention^ and fhoulderlng^^/w the order^ 

The recruit muft be accuftomed to carry his arms 
for a'confiderable time together; it is moft eflential he 
fliould do fo, and not be allowed to fupport them fo often 
as is pradifed, under the idea that long carrying them is 
a pofition of too much conftraint. 
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SBC. US' ATTENTION IN FORMING THE SQUAD, 
OR DIVISION. 

When Ac fquad, divifion, or any larger body is 
ordered to fall in^ eadi man with carried arnls> will as 
q^lck as pof&ble take his place in his rank, and drefs 
according to the diredions already given; attention 
muft be paid that the files are corredly clofedy lightly 
touching, but without crouding; each man will then 
occupy a fpace of about 22 inches ; attention muft alfo 
be paid that the men in the rear ranks cover well, looking 
their file leaders In the middle of the neck. That the 
ranks have their proper diftance of one pace (30 inches) 
front each other. That all the ranks are equally well 
dr^fied ; titid that the mdh do not turn their heads to the 
right or left. 

• The foldier thu^ in his pofition fliould be filent — im- 
moveable, — not appear as an automaton^ — ;but as an ani- 
mated ftat^e ready for aflion.* 



SEC. 16. OPEN ORDER FROM THE HALT. 

The recruits being formed in three ranks at clofe 

order, on the word Rear Ranks Taie Open 

Ordery the flank men on the right and left of the 
center and rear ranks, ftep briflcly back one and 

■ Guibcrt,Vol. I. 
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two paces refpe^vely, inftantly face .to their right and 
ftand covered, to mark the ground on which each rank 
is to halt and drefi; everj other individual remains 
ready to move. On the word March^ the drefTers (that 
is, the men who had Aept back) front, and the center 
and rear rank at the (ame time &11 back one and two 
paces, each dreffing by the right the inftant it arrives on 
die ground. 



SEC 27. CLOSE ORDEH^ FROM THE HALT. 

On the word Rear Ranks, Take Close 

Order, the whole remain perfeAly fteady; at the word 
March^ the ranks clofe within one pace, marching one 
and two paces, and then halting. 
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MANUAL EXERCISE. 

Sec. 28. EXPLANATION. 

The foldier {landing with carried arms, as already 
defcribed, is to be inftru£ted in the Manual Exercife ia 
the following manner. 

Order — Jrms. ;.3MUtions. 

ift. Seize the firelock, with the right hand, at the 
iQWer loop, juft above the fwell. 

2d. Bring it down to the right ilfle, the butt within 
twp inches of the ground. 

3d. Drop the butt on the ground, placing the muzzle 
againft the hollow of the right fhoulder, the hand flat 
down upon the fling. 

Fix — Bayonets. 1 Motion. 

At the word fix^ place the thumb of the right hand as 
quick as poflible behind the barrel^ taking a gripe of the 
firelock ; as foon as the word of command is fully out, 
pufh the firelock a little forward, at the fame time 
drawing out the bayonet with the left hand, and fixing it 
with the utmofl: celerity : the infliant this is done, return. 
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as quick as poffible, to the order^ as above defcribed, and 
ftand perfeAIy fteady. 

N. B* Returning Bayonets is to be done from the 
ordefy in the fame manner as fixing them. 

Shoulder — Arms, i Motion, 

Asfoon as the word Shoulder is given, take a gripe 
of the firelock with the right hand, as in fixing bay- 
onets, and at the word arms^ the firelock muft be thrown 
with the right hand, in one motion, and with as little 
appearance of effort as poffible, into its proper pofition 
on the left fhoulder; — the hand crofTes the body in fo 
doing, but muft inftantly be withdrawn. 

Present— -^r;«j. 3 Motions. 

rft. Seize the firelock with the right hand under the 
guard, turning the lock to the front, but without moving 
it from the (boulder. 

2d. Bring it to the poize ; in this motion the firelock 
muft be brought with the right hand before the face, at 
die &me inflant the left hand is to be brought fmartly 
againft the fling, fo as to make it tell; the bend of the 
wrift is to be on the guard, the fingers extended along 
the fling, the point of the thumb of equal height with, 
K 2 
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the eyes, the lock to the front, and the firelock entirety 
fupported in the right hand. 

3d. Bring down the firelock with a quick motion, as 
low as the right hand will admit without conftraint, 
drawing back the right foot at the fame inftant, fo that 
the hollow of it may touch the left heel. The fire- 
lock in this pofition is to be totally fupported in the left 
band; the body to reft entirely on the left foot; both 
knees to be ftraight. 

Shoulder— -/fr/wj. 2 Motions. 

ift. By a turn of the right wrift> bring the firelock 
to its proper pofition on the (boulder, as defcribed above, 
the left hand grafping the butt. 

2d. Quit the right hand, bring it brifkly down to its 
place by the fide. 

CHARCE^Bayonets. 2 Motions^ 

^ft. Come to the port, by throwing the firelock from 
the flioulder, acrofs the body, to a low diagonal recover; 
the lock is to be turned to the front, and at the height 
of the breaft ; the muzzle ftanting upwards, fo that the 
barrel may crofs oppofite the point of the left (houlder, 
with the butt proportionally deprefied ; the right hand 
grafps the fmall of the butt, and the left holds the piece 
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at die fwdi, clofe to the lower pipe, the thumbs of both 
bands pointing towards the muzzle. • 

2d. Make a half fice to the right, and bring down 
the firelock to nearly a horizontal pofition, with thei 
muzzle inclining a little upwards, and the right wrift 
refting againft the hollow of the thigh, juft below the 
hip. 

N. B. The firft motion of the charge is (the Port) 
the pofition which the foldier will, either from the 
ihoulder, or after firing, take, in order to advance on an 
enemy, whom it is intended to attack with fixed bay- 
onets; and the word of command for that purpofe is, 
** prepare to charge.^^ The fecond pofition of the charge 
is that which the front rank takes when arrived at a 
few yards dtjlance only from the body to be attacked. 
The firft motion of the charge is alfo that which fentries 
are to take when challenging any perfons who approach 
their pofts. 

Shoulder — Arms, 2 Motions. 

I ft. Face to the front, and throw up the piece into its 
pofition on the fhotikkr, by a turn of the right wrift, 
inftanlly grafping the butt, as above defcribed, with the 
left band. 

ad. Quit the firelock brifkly with the right hand, bring 
it to its proper place by the fide. 
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THE TIME 

Is three feconds between each motion, except that of 
fx hayomUy in which a longer time muft be given. 

END OF THE MANUAL EXERCISE. 



THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS SHOULD ALSO BE 
TAUGHT THE SOLDIER. 

Support— >frwj. 3 Motions. 

I ft. Seize the fmall of the butt under the lock with 
the right hand, bringing the butt in the front of the 
groin, and keeping the cock fomewhat turned out. 

2d. Bring the left arm under the cock. 

3d. Quit the right hand and bring it down to its 
proper place. The firft and fecond motions muft be 
thrown nearly into one. In carrying arms from thcfup^ 
porty the motions are nearly reverfed. 

In marching any diftance, or in ftanding at eafe, when 
fupportedy the men are allowed to bring their right b^nd 
acrofs the body, to the fmall of the butt, which hitter 
muft, in that cafe, be thrown ftill more forward ; the 
fingers of the left hand being uppermoft, muft be placed 
between the body and the right elbow. When the 
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divifioh hahs^ or is ordered to ^/r^) the right hands are 
to be inftantly removed. 

Advance — Arms. 3 Motions. 

I ft. Spring thc'firdock to the poize. 

2d. Bring it fmartly clofe to the front of the right 
{boulder, finking it at the fame time as low as the right 
hand v^ill admit, which holds the piece firm under the 
guard. 

3d. The left hand (which had been thrown acrofs the 
body, and as high as the ri^ht (houlder, to fteady and 
fix the firelock in a perpendicular pofition) is then with- 
drawn quickly to the left thigh ;— in" this pofition the 
firelock is fupported entirely by the right hand, with the 
fling to the front. 

Secure — Arms.. 3 Motions.* 
From the Shoulder* 

I ft. Seize the firelock with the right hand under the 
guard, as in the firft motion of fupporting arms. 

2d. Throw up the left hand and gripe the piece with 
it about 4 inches above the cock, keeping the firelock 
perpendicular. 

3d. Quit the right hand, and at the fame inftant bring 
the firelock with the left, under the left arm, fo as to 

: • Biand. 
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iecure the lock from wet, the barrel downwardsi and the 
muzzle within a foot of the ground. 

Ground — Jrms.^ 4 Motions. 

Fr^m th Order. 

ift. Seize the top of the firelock briflcly with the 
right hand. 

2d. Turn it till the lock is brought to the rear, at die 
£une time makitig a half face tQ tbd right, turn the right 
foot and place it againft the flat fide of the butt, die toe 
pointing diredly to the right. 

3d. Step dire£ily forward a moderate pace with .the 
left foot, flipping down the right hand at the fame time 
to the middle of the barrel ; lay the firelock on the ground 
in a ilraight line to the front, the lock upwards. 

4th. Rife brifkly up again, bringing back the left 
foot to its former place, turn die right foot on the 
heel over the butt end, bringing die body at the fame 
time to its proper front, the hands down by each 
fide. 

In taking up the firelock the above motions are 
reverfed. 

* Bland's Military Difciplinc. 
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In laying down and taking up the firelocks, the foldlers 
are to keep their heads well up, and not ftep too ht 
with their left feet, that they may with the more eafe 
recover themfelves. 

Piling AitMs. 

Three firelocks are placed with their butts wide 
afondef) and forming a triangle; the tops are inclined 
hiwards, and locked together either by the ramrods of 
di0 bayotiell ; the piles muft ftand firm on the ground, 
die kxsks all fumed outwards. 

Whtn Hit men are ftanding with ordered Arms, and 
three deep^ it is done in the following manner : 

* 

Front Rank — To the right abovt-— Face. 

(Suppofe a fingle file) while the front rank man is 
facing about, the center rank man makes a quarter face 
to the k/ty at the fame time throwing the piece out of 
bis right hand into his left, and bringing the butt againft 
bis left heel with the lock outwards ; in the mean time 
the rear rank man feizes the muzzle of his piece with 
his right hand, and brings the butt to his right heel, with 
the lock to the rear. The three firelocks are then floped 
till their muzzles are brought together, the ramrods or 
bayonets are then locked in each other, and the file is 
complete. 

L 
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If the men are in two ranks only, the front rank 
Ihould go to the right about, the rear rank fall back one 
pace, when they muft lock their arms to the right altera 
nately^ that is, two fronts, one rear, and two reary and 
one front. 

Sloping Arms. 

When a (bldier with Ihouldered arms is ordered to 
flope them, at the words Slope — Jlrmsy he will give 
the firelock a tofs with the left hand, fo as to brihg the 
butt nearly the height of the breaft, the elbow bent, the 
piece floping over thc[ left ihoulder, the muzzle not too 
much deprefled. 

This pofition is permitted to foldiers on a long march 
toeafethem. . 

Trailing Arms. .2 Motions. 

Is done as di reded in the two fir ft modons of orderii^ 
arms. The foldiers fhould be frequently pradifed in 
trailing arms from the (boulder in one motion, and light 
infantry Ihould often pra£life coming to the recover in 
one motion, froni the trail. 



Corporals, marching with reliefs, or commanding 
detachmentsir divifions, will carry their arms advanced. 
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SENTRIES* 



Sentries pofted with {houldered arms are permitted 
afterwards to fupporty but not to flope them. On the 
approach of an officer, they immediately carry their arms, 
and put themfelves into their proper pofition ; which is 
not to be done at the inftant he pafies> but at the time he 
is within twenty yards of their poft> fo that they may be 
perfedly fteady before he comes up. 

N. B. Charging bayonets in one motion from die 
Iboulder (hould be pradifed by the recruit at drilli in« 
troducing it in the manual exercife being contrary to his 
Majefty's orders, ihould not be permitted. It is to be 
furdier obferved, that in going through the manual ex- 
ercife at drills the tanks are to be opened to more than 
double diftance, and each rank is to charge bayonets, 
and will for this purpofe receive the words Port— ^rflw, 
^^HABLQZ ^Bayonets. 



X 2 
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PLATOON EXERCISE. 



SEC, 29. EXPLANATION OF THE SEVE^IAL 
MOTIONS AS TAUGHT AT THE DRILL. 

Words of Ctmmand. 

Make— jR^tf^. i Mp^P^v 
Spring the firelock to the recover^ and inftantly 
cocking* 

Present. 1 Metion. 

Slip t^e left hand along the fling ^ £m^ a& thi( fy^ 
of the firelocky.and bring the piece dowti to th^ ptsfin^ 
flepping back about fix inches to the rear withljie righ( 

foot* 

-> 

Fire, i Motion. 

After firing, drop the firelock brifldy to the priming 
pofition^ and half cock. 

Handle — Cartridge. 2 Motions. 

ift. Draw the cartridge from the pouch. 
2d. Bring it to the mouth holding it between the fore- 
finger and thumb, and bite off the top of it* 
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Prime. 3 Motions. 

xft. Shake fome powder into the pan* 
2d. Shut the pan with the three laft fingers. 
3d. Seize the fmall of the butt with the above three 
fingers. 

Load. 3 Motions. 

lfl:« Face to the left on both heels, (o that the toe 
ma; point directly to the front) and the body be a very 
liUle faced to the left, bringing at the fame time the 
firelock round to the left fide without finking it. It 
fhould in this momentary pofition, be almoft perpen- 
dicukr, having the outezle only a fcnaU degree brought 
forward, and as foon as it is fteady there, it muft inftantly 
be forced down within two inches of the ground, the 
butt nearly oppofite the left heel, and the firelock itfelf 
fbmewhat doped, and diredly to the front; the right 
hand at the fame inftant catches the muzzle, in order to 
fleady it. 

2d. Shake the powder into the barrel, putting in after 
it the^ paper and ball. 

3d, Seize the top of the ramrod with the fore-finger 
and thumb. 

DKAW-^Ramrods. 2 Motions. 
I ft. Foic» the ramrod half out, and fcize it back- 
handed exactly in the middlet 
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2d. Draw it entirely out, and turning it with the 
whole hand and arm extended from yeu> put it one inch 
into die barrel. 



Ram-down— Ctfr/r/^^. 4 Motions. 

ift. Pu(h the ramrod down, holding it as before, 
€9ca3Iy in the middle, till the hand touches the muzzle. 

2d. Slip the fore-finger and thumb to the upper end, 
without letting the ranu-od fall farther into the barrel. 

3d. Pu(h the cartridge well down to the bottom. 

4th. Strike it two very quick ftrokes with die ramroch 



KETVKs-^amrods. % Motions. 

I ft. Draw the ramrod half out, catching it back* 
handed. 

2d. Draw it entir^ out, turning it very briflcly 
from you widi the arm extended, and put it into the loops^ 
forcing it as quick as poffible to the bottom ; then 
hce to the proper front, the finger and thumb of the 
right hand holding die ramrod, as in the pofidon imme- 
diately previous to drawing it^ and the butt raifed two 
inct^es from die ground. 
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Shoulder— ^rwx. i Motion; 

Strike the top of the muzzle fmartly with die ri^t 
hand, in order to fix the bayonet and ramrod more 
firmly, and at the fame time throw it nimbly up, at one 
motion to the fhoulder. 

N. B. Though the butts are not to come to the 
groimd in cafting about, as accidents may happen from 
it, yet they are permitted, ¥^ile loading, to. be fo refted; 
but it muft be done without noife, and in % manner tin* 
perceptible in the front. 



JSXPLANATION OF PRIMING AND LOADING 

qyiQic. 
Prime and— Z^^idL 

I ft. Bring the firelock down in one brifk motion to 
die priming pofition, the thumb of the right hand placed 
againft the pan-cover or fteel; the fingers clenched: and 
die elbow a litde turned out, fo that the wrift may be 
dear of the cock. 

2d. Open the pan by throwing up the fteel, widi a 
ftrong motion of the right arm, turning the elbow Int 
and keeping the firelock fteady in the left hand. 

jd. Bring the hand found to the poucbi and draw out 
diequtridge. 
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The reft as above defcribed, excepting that, in the 
quick loading, all the motions are to be done, with as 
much difpatch as poffible; the foldiers taking their time 
from the flugel-man in front, for cajling over andflm;U 
dering only. 

In firing three deep, the priming pofition for the 
firont rank is the height of the waiftband of the breeches ; 
for the center rank about the middle of the ftomachi 
and for the rear rank, clofe to the breaft ; the firelock, 
in all thefe pofitions, is to be kept perfedHy horisiontali 



EXPLANATION OF THE POSITION OF EACH 
RANK IN THE FIRINCS. 

Front Rani kneeling. 

Make Ready. 

Bring the .firelock i>rifk)y up to the r-ecwir^ catch* 
ing it in the left hand \ and without ftopping^ fuik 
down with a quick motion upon the right ,kj»e^. 
keeping' the left foot faft, the buU end of the fire- 
lock at the (ame moment falling upon Ae grcMUidi 
then cocki a«id infiantly feize the cock afid fleel 
together in the right kand^ botding the piece firm in 
the left, about the middle of that part) which is 
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beti^picen the lock and the Twell of the ftock; the point 
of the left thumb to be clofe to the fwell, and pointing 
upwards. 

-Als the body is finking, the right knee is to be thrown 
^ fkr back that the left leg may be right up and down, 
^« X'ight foot a little turned out, the body ftraight, and 
^e head as much up as if fhouldered; the firelock mufl 
^ xapright, and the butt about four inches to the right 
of the infide of the left foot. 

Prefent. 

firing thcf firelock down firmly to the prefenty by 

'l^dixig the left hand to the full extent of the arm along 

^^ iling» without letting the motion tell ; the right hand 

^ the fame time fpringing up the butt by the cock fo 

^SH agajnft the right (houlder, that the head may not 

^tjoo much lowered in taking aim; the right cheek to 

^ clofe to the butt ; the left eye (hut, and the middle 

^S^r ^- the right hand on the trigger ; look along the 

^^^i^rel with the . right eye from the breech pin to the 

"^^^tle, and remain fteady. 

I^uU the trigger ftrong with the middle finger, and, 
^ fbon as fired, fpring up nimbly upon the left leg, 
''^piiig die body ertft and the left foot faft, and 

M 
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briftging the right heel to the hollow of the Itfti tt 
tfa^ iknifi.inft^nt drop the firelock to (he priAung p<k 

iition, the height cf the waiftband of the brfocbes^ 
l^. €ock^ bandli €ariridgiy and go On with ihf Ipa^ti^ 
motions as before defcribed*. v j «. : r. . .-■ ^.t \ 



Center RanKi ' • 

lA^yi^'^ Ready. 

Spring the firelock bVifkly to the recover ; as foon 
a$ the left band (bi^e^ die firetock above theloftk^ raife 
the right elbt^w <a little^ placing the thumb cf that tand 
upon the cock, Wkh the fingel« open on die place' of iht 
lock, and then, as quick U6 poffiUe, leock the pfeeo) by 
dropping the elbeW) atid foreing down the cock with the 
thumb) ftep At tlfe fam^ litife ^th dur right «Mt tt ttio^ 
derate pace to the right, and keepmg the left fa^i 'feist 
die finall of the butt with the right hatidj the'plieceimfft 
be held ill thi$ pofidon perpendictfarv ^ oppofittT'tiit 
left fide of the face, the butt dv^eto diebreaftyb«not 
prefTed, the body ftralght, and full to the front, and the 
head erc6l. " \ 

.: ■ • . '?''#'•- ;'l-. -I -. .lo: :. 

A$ in tiM .for^^iflie. ei(pbinRii99 for .thft front iraab 
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Ae battalion, he might perhaps paj more attention 

^ ^e men than to the time in which he was to perform 

^^ own motions; if he was to ftand near the right of 

. ^ battalion, the men on the diftant flank could not fee 

W without turning their heads, and a confeqiient turn* 

ing of the {houlder; he fhould therefore ftand oppofite 

the center of whatever bodjr he-is to give the time to, 

and with his back to them. 

In firing by platoons, or divifions, whoever gives the 
word of comm^d, inftead of faying platooftj mah ready^ 
prefenty are to pronounce the words (hort, as for inftance, 
'tootty nady^ *pfent. 

In firing by grand divifions, the center officer falls 
hack, on the preparative^ into the fourth rank, and is 
replaced by the covering ferjeant; 



SEC 31. MARCHING TO THE FRONT OR REAR, 
" ^ "and TURNING ON TH£ MARCH. 

The fquad or divifion is to be particularly well drefled, 
files corre£l, arms carried, the rear ranks covering ex- 
adly, and each individual to have his juft attitude and 
pofition, before the fquad is fuiFered to move; which 
ever 'flank the march is made from, a well trained man 
will be |4aced on it to conduct it. The caution S(^ad 



( W ) 

or DIVISION .will then be given; and at the vtord Jdawb^ 
cadi .nan fti^s forward a full pace, the recruit muft 
glance his e3n8.td the hand to which he udreffioagi' but 
be muft not be fuffered to turn his head, z^ a tumiag of 
Ibeihoulders wiH undoubtedly follow. His eH>ows raufll 
be kept fteady without conftraint ; if they are opened 
from hb bcfdy^^ ^ next :man be prefled upon; if they 
are clofed there arifes an improper diftance, which muft 
be filled up.; in either ieafe^ wsring op the masth will 
take places and muft be aviettdod. 



TURNING TO THE RIGHT OR LEFT ABOUT ON 
THE MARCH* ! v 

When the divifion is marching, and that it receives 
the words To the Right about— 2«r», as foon as 
the recruit's left foot is pla<;$d on the ground), at the 
full length pf pace, he makes a momentary halt in that 
pofition, gradually turns his body round on both heels 
to the right, and then brings his left foot the Aill pace 
to the front, and fo continues the march. 

If the words are, to the left about-— TWrvf, then, 
if the recruit's left foot be advanced, he muft make 
another pace, and when his right foot is advanced, he 
will proceed as above dire6M widi the cxoqation of 
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turning on both heels to the left, inftead of to the right. 
It ii bbweter ^ firft better t6 pradife the r<]^ad to 
Halty and then to giv^ ^ Wbrds, Right, or Left 
^m^Vt'Tff'ai^i Und xiMn March %u ihe other niethod 
it^lefft 4iocf/^ate^ add die oitn wiH of coitrfo be mof e 
)iMjc>tgij0feth^cdreffing*.. .-., ..i c ... 

WH£N Companies or their divi/ions zvt moviiig 
ill file^: and that without h^ng« it h digiUe to tJHafce 
tb«m tMre oA in fh)nt ; or wfaenr moviikg iii fconff it m 
f^Off r iftitboiH halting td;makc Aefti move on in file ^ 
the t^rd^ of command arc> To Thi RiGH-r— ISrm, 
or To THE Left— T«r«. 

If the drumoieri can beat in the axaft cadtfnce^of titaiei 
feven or eight ftrong taps of che.drum ni9]r,be{iyea 
immediately before the word March, thereby to imprint 
the required meafure on the mind of the recruit ; but 
they are on no account, or in anj fituationj^ to be given 
during the march. 

^'^jJhahging (torn Ordinary to ^ick ^«i>, ind from 
^ici^io prdfnary Tike, muft' always 'te^prcireded by 
tr^^ibus, 1)at ^ftantaneous Jff^i although dits^'Aiky 
not appeal* %fiehtfol'ib^ the tndVaihenf^ (llT ^ fqaady 
diviiion, or battalion, it..ia ibfolutely fo for thofe 
of a larger body, and is therefore required in fmall 
ones. 

tU bed'/ oi \yj:jStrjtz z'^ hum "'. i^i ^r.ifijr-Ti 
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S£C. 32. OPEN AND CLOSE ORDER ON THB 
MARCH. 

The fquad, divifian, oompany or battalion, SfthriBe 
deep, when moving to the front in ordinary tioM^ re- 
ceives the words. Rear Ranks— 7iri#—C^» Ord^r^ 
on which the front rank continues its march, mdioat 
altering the pace, and the center and rear ranks iaiark 
die time, viz. the center once, and fteps off at die fecemd 
fiep ; the rear rank twice, and fteps off on the third pace. 

On the word Rear RANKS-^Ti^^^ — Cbfe ()rder^ 
the center and rear ranks ftep nimbly up to cIoTe order, 
and inftantly refiime the pace, at which the front rank 
has continued to march. 



sec 33. MARCH IN FILE TO A FLANK. 

The whole battalion, as well as its divifion|, is re- 
quired to make this iBank movement without the leaft 
openijig out or lengthening of the ^le, andinperfed 
cadency and equality of ^ftcp. (See Sec. i^.) 



sec 34. wheeling in file. 
The fquad, divifion, company or battalion, when 
marching in file muft be accuftomed to wheel its 
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head to eidier flank, for this purpofe it will receive the 
words, File to the Righty or, File Jo the Lefi^ when 
each file will make its feparate wheel, but without al-, 
tering its time of march, nor muft the eyes of the rear 
ranks be turned from their file leaders : thus gradually 
gaining the new from the old diredlion* and thereby 
avoiding the fudden flop which otherwife would take 
place. 



££C« 35. OBLIQUE MARCHING IN FRONT. 

When the fquad, diviflon or larger body is march- 
ing in front, and receives the word, To the Right 
— Oblique^ each man, the firft time that he rajfes his 
right foot, will, inftead of throwing it flraight forward, 
carry it in the diagonal direftion to the right; great 
care muft be taken that the right (houlders do not fall 
to the rear; in obliquing to the left, the fame rules are 
to be obferved, with the difference of the left leg going 
to the left, and attention to keep up the left fhoulders ; 
on the word Forward^ the incline ceafcs, and the 
whole move forward. (See Sec. 8. ) 



SEC. 36. OBLiqUE MARCHING IN FILE. 

Each file is to confider itfelf as an intire rank, and 
is to prefcrve the fame front and pofition of the flioul- 

N 
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ders, dturihg th^ oblique, as before It began. This 
BeSng i vei^ ufefkl mevetnent, tbc re^rsits are to be 
often phiftifcd In it. 



Sec. 37. WHEELING FORWARD FROM THE HALT. 

SEC. 38. WHEELING SACRWARD. 

SEC. 39. WHEELING FROM THfe MARCH^ O^ A 
HALTED AND MOVEABLE PITOT. 

The dire£lions for thefe wheels have already been 
given in the inftrudions for the wheeling of a firigle 
rank in Se£lions 19, 20, 21, 22, and are to be ftri£^Iy 
attended to. The utmoft care muft be taken to pre- 
vent the recruits from fixing their eyes on the ground. 



SEC. 40. STEPPING OUT, &C; 

The fquad or diviiion muft be pradifed frequently 
in Stepping out — Stepping Jhort^ — Marling the Timey^ 
Changing the Feet^^The Sidi Step^— Stepping back i 
the inftru£tions for which have been fully detailed in 
the foregoing felons. 



t 
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THE MARCH. 



la d)i^ cpnfifts t^e mod efientlal and fuodameat^ 
|>art of 4 foIfUer's inflruftloa^ for it i» jby the JX^fi^ 
jof a cadenced march onlyi thajt troops can m^oeuvxp 
and b9 lu^ptlble of aQipq. 

If €;ai)i|of ithcrefore l>e top ftrong^ inq^ljQa|t|^d, <>|: 
0^ pffcin reoollededi tM upon the corte& f^uaU^ pji 
niarcb^ eftaUi&ed and pra<^Ui34 ihy all the troQps pf this 
^l^me armyi every juft mpveinent and maniqeuvre de« 
fmi$p Whon this is n^t attended i;09 difunion an^ 
xonfi^&on Qauft ineceflwly ^^kic place ^hea fevei;4 
]b$a(^pns are hro^ht to 9iBt togeth^r^ ajl4lo¥gh wben 
^ea Mivi^ually, ^^db in;iy be in moft refpefibs w^l 



Jt i$ ito ihe equal c^d unvaried jcadenc^jajodlengdi 
x>f :^{>^ and the light touch of lihe files, th^ troops 
can alone tx^ for the prefer^^io? of their ^ue in ad« 
yanclng uppn an enemy^ wh^ duft^ thjc finojce of ar» 
iillery, rain, fog, and xi^any other local circumflance^t 
XD^ it imippffib^e to depend m dijiant points>--^ti;^e un- 
..c^rti^n ija^e giyen by timid mufici^s, or any Qt^r 
adventitious help* and it is in the original infiru^m 

N 3J 



( 9a ) 

of the recruit in fquad that this great point is to be at- 
tained; and as the bcing^able to march ftraight for- 
ward is of the utmoft confequence, the inftrudlbr of 
the drill will take the greateft pains in making his 
fquad do fo— For this purpofe he will often go behind 
his fquad or divifion, place hi mfelf behind the flank 
file by which the fquad is to move in marching, (that is 
Ijehind the leading file) and take a'point or objedli'ex* 
a£tly in front of that file, and remaining in his place 
Tie will order the fquad to il/4rf A, and will diredl its 
tnovenfient by keeping the flank file always' in a line 
with the objef^. It is alfo from behind that the in- 
ftruAor will fooneft perceive the leaning back of the 
'foldier, and whether he is marching fquare to Ihe 
front, ahd if he perceives a( (hioulder advanced or re- 
'tired, he should inftantly redlify the fault, as produc- 
'live of the' worfl: confequence in aline, where one 
man, by bringing forward a (houlder, may change 
^the direi^ion of the march, and oblige the wing of a 
'lattalion to run in order to keep dreffed. Marching 
"ilraight forward then is only tobe'effe6led by moving 
"folely from "the haunches, keeping the body fteady, 
the (hoiilders fquare, and the head to the front ; and 
"will without diflScuIty be retained by a ftri6l attention 
to die rules giveti for marching) and a careful obfer- 
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vancc of an equal length of ftep, and an equal cadence 
or time of march.* 



MUSIC AND DRUMS. 

The ufc of mufic or drums, to regulate the march 
in movement of manceuvre, is abfolutely forbid, as in- 
compatible with the juft and combined movements of 
any conliderable body, and giving a falfe aid to the very 
fmalleft. They never perfevere in ordered time^ or in 
any other, — are conftantly changing meafure,— create 
iioife,— derange the equality of ftep, — and counteradl 
the very end they are fuppofed to promote. The or- 
dered and cadenced tnarch can be acquired and prefer- 
red from the eye and habit alone, and troops muft, by 
great pradice, be fo Jieadied as to be able to maintain 
it, even though drums or muiic of any kind (hould 
mark a different time. * 



* It was a convidio* of the utility of the cadenced march, that 
made the ^reat Marshall Saxe fay, in his Reveries, « that all tht 
myftirm »f th TaifUs vftrt to hf found in tht Ifgs,** 
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OBSERVATIONS 

. AND 

DIRECTIONS. 



The infiru6lor of the drill, previpus to putting his 
fquad or divifion in motion, \yill mark out an oblong 
fquare, 40 paces by 20 or 30, (according to the ftrength 
of his fquad,) the corners of which he will afcer- 
tain by camp-colours, halberts, flones, or in any- 
other vifible manner ; he will place the pivot Rifik pf 
his divifion on the outfide of this fquare, but clofe 
to one of the camp-colours ; and before he gives the 
word March^ he will order five or fix ftrong taps of 
the drum to be given in exafi time, which will im- 
print the true meafure on each ear, and prepare for 
taking an accurate ftep at the word March : he will 
then march his fquad along the fides of the fquare 
or oblong, making correfl wheels and halts at the an- 
gles. The time of march being exa£tly afcertainedy 
as already direfted,* he will then fee that the fides of 

* Sec page SO; sf. 
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Ae oblong ar6 gone over at the known number of 
fteps; and if there be any inaccuracy, he will lengthen 
or Iborten the ftep^ till the fquad marches with the 
Utmoft precifion, every man preferving his jufl: p(^- 
Cioni and all the other indifpenfible attentions in mardi« 
ing being ftri^y obferved. 

He will frequently make his fquad face to the right 
about, and march and wheel it with its rear ranks 
in ftont; he will make them break ofF, and the men 
611 in again in different places from what they be- 
fore occupied in their ranks, fo that each man in 
hb turn may be the pivot man of the fquad $ he will 
tedeaVonr to give the men aii U)>right carriage^ 
for that purpof<?, preffing back their flioulders, and 
croffing their arms behind their backs, fo that 
flie finger^ of the right hand (hall hold the elbow 
tt the left; and the fingers of the left hand at the 
fiune time hold the elbow of the right; at other 
dtktes he ^11 i^ak6 each man take his ramrod, 
and with his hands behind him grafp the thick 
end of it with both his hands, preffing it clofe to 
Ihe fmall of his back, the ramrod to be held firm 
and perpendicular all along the back; the recruit's 
head muft be made to toUch the fmall end of the ram^^ 
rod, and held fteady againft it. In thefe pofitions, 
the fquad will be marched and wheeled both in quick 
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and ordinary time. The inftru6lor will mark then 
on the quarter circle, Jines as inj plate -2, to make the 
recruit clearly underftand the principle on which the 
wheel is performed. In file, the . inftruftor will be 
particularly attentive to make the men lock up^ for 
this purpofe he will make them frequently (with- 
out their firelocks) place their hands, or rather their 
dhows, . on the (houlders of their file leaders, and 
then by obliging them to keep their heads well back^ 
he will pradiife them in the Lock'Jlep\ he will, alfo 
pi:a<Slife the recruit in every part of what he has been 
taught ill the preceding fedions, till he is perfect in 
them all, demonftrating, as he goes on, die reafon 
why fuch or fuch a thing is done; but is this, gene- 
rally fpeaking, within the compafe of a drill ferjeant's 
knowledge? It i$ to be feared that it is not; in order 
however to:, affift'the adjutant, this part of the drill 
might be placed under the care and infpedion of an 
enlightened officer, feleded by his colonel for this im- 
portant truft, as a mark of his favour, and the fore- 
runner of promotion. 

Squads of Officers muft be formed, they 
muft be marched in all dire£lions, they muft be 
placed in File at platoon diftance, and marched as 
in open column. In thefe and other fimilar move- 
ments, the pace and the dijlance are the great objeds 
to be maintained \ in fa6l the officers (hould be in- 



( . 
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ftrtidcd in every individual circumftance required of a 
Ivcruit, or a foldier, as well as in the exercife of the 
fword; this ardubus tafk (hould be undertaken by the 
field officers of a regiment alternately, for there is no 
per&n who holds fo important a ftation as that of a field 
officer in any regiment, regular or militia, but who Is 
fuppofed to be now fully and minutely acquainted with 
every part of his duty, from the inftrudion of an auk- 
ward fquad, to the manceuvring of a well difciplined 
battalion. 



SEC. 41. - OF THE PLATOON OR COMPANY. 

The platoon Falls in, as in Seft. 25; thccom- 
ttiander of the platoon takes poft on the right of the front 
rank, covered by a ferjeant in the rear rank. Two other 
ferjeants will form a fourth or fupernumerary rank, three 
paces from the rear rank. 

The platoon will be then Told off, that is, divided 
into two fub-divifions, right and left, and if of fufficient 
ftrength, into four fe£tions, 



SEC. 42. MARCHING TO THE FRONT. 

In the drill of the platoon, the perfon inftru£ling 
muft always confider it as a company in battaUon, 

o 
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and regulate all its movements upon that principle^ he 
will therefore, before he puts it in motion to fronit or 
rear, indicate which flank is to dire&< If the right 
FLANK is to lead, he will give the word Eyes— iJi^if. 
If the LEFT flank is to lead, he will give the word 
£y£S— JL^, when the officer and his covering f<?rjtsinc 
(if not already there) will (hift. to the left of the front 
ratik; die officer, before the word March is giveni will 
endeavour to remark fome diftin£i object on the grpund 
in his own front, and perpendicular to the directing flank, 
that is, the flank which he is on. 

Every leader of a body, which is to move direfUy 
forward in front, mufl: take care to condud it in a 
line, truly perpendicular to that front. To march 
flraight on one object only, with certainty and without 
wavering, is not to be depended on; two objects will 
therefore in general be prepared for the direction oF any 
confiderable body. But fhould a leader, either in file or 
in front, have only one marked point of march afcertained 
. to him, he will then obferve fome nearer andintcrmediate 
point in the fame line, fuch as a ftone^ tuft of grafs, &c. 
Thefe he will move upon with accuracy, and as he ap* • 
preaches the ncareft of thefe points, he muft, from time 
to time, choofe frefh ones in the original direflton, 
which he vrill by this means prefervc, always having 
two fuch points to move upon. If no objeS in the true 
line can be afcertained, his own fquarenels of peribn muft 
determine the direction of the march. 
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As the march of every body, except in the cafe of 
incHnidg, is made on lines perpendicular to its then fronts 
ctok individual compofing that body muft, in his perfon^ 
be placed and remain perfe^ly fquare to the given linei 
othefwife he will naturally and infenfibly move in a 
diredion pei^endicular to his own perfon^ and thereby 
<^en outy or dofe in, according to the manner in which 
^ is turned from the true point 6[ his march. If the 
diftortion <^a fingle man operates in this manner, (and 
all turnings of the head do fo diftort him,} it may be 
eafily. imagined what that of feveral will occafion, each 
of whom is marching on a different front, and whofe 
lines of dire&ion are croffing each other. 

The platoon during its march in line, will occaflonally 
be ordered to Step outj Mark time^ Stepjbort^ Open and 
£lofe ranisj and Oblique. 



Se^ion 43 DireSlions for the Side Step^ 

44 the Back Stepj 

45 — "-^ File Marchings 

haviiein etlready treated of in SeSiion 14, 15, and i8* 



02 
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SBC. 46. WHEELING FROM A HALT. . 

In wheeling either Forward, or Back ward^ front 
a halt, the commander of the platoon on the caution 
RiGHT) or Left — Wheels mates out and places him- 
felf one pace in front of the center of his platoon ; during 
die wheel, he turns towards his men, and- inclines to* 
wards that flank which has been named as the dlre£bing 
pr pivot flank; he gives the word Halt^ Drefs^ vvhcn 
his wheeling man has juft completed the required degree 
of wheel ; he then fquares his platoon by bringing up or 
throwing back his reverfe flank, but on no account, fuf- 
fering his pivot. to move; when this is corre£Uy done, 
he then takes his poft on the pivot flank. 



SEC. 47. WHEELING FORWARD BY SUB-DIVISIONS, 
OR HALF COMPANIES, FROM LINE. 

On the caution, By Sub divisions — to the 
Right wheel, the commander of the platoon, or 
company, places himfelf onfr pace in front of the cen- 
ter of the right fub-divifion, at the fame ttnxe the m^n 
on the right of the front rank of each fub-divifion, 
or half company, face to the right, from their divi- 
fions. 
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At the word. March^ each fub-divifion fteps ofF in 
wheeh'ng time. The commander of the platoon turning 
towards the men of the leading— i. e. the right fub- 
divifion, and inclining to its left, (the proper pivot flank,) 
gives the words, Halty Drefs^ for both sub-divisions, 
and infiantly pofts himfelf on the left;, the pivot fl^nk. 
His covering ferjeant, during the* wheels goes round by 
the rear, and takes poft on the pivot flank of the fecond, 
or Uftj fub-divifion. 

It is to be obfervedas a General Rule, that the 
officer commanding the company or platoon inva- 
riably takes poft with the leading fub-divifion or fcc- 
tion, with the right when the right is in front, and with 
the left when the left is in front, and during the wheel 
Inclines to his poft, the proper pivot flank. 

When the wheel is completed, and not before^ the 
leaders who are to condudir the pivot flank of the fecond 
fub-divifion, or of the fecond, or other fe£lions, place 
themfelves there-^thc commander of the company is 
then on the pivot flank of the leading fe£lion or fub- 
divifion, bis covering ferjeant on the fecond, an oflicer 
on the third, and,, if there be a fourth fedion, a ferjeant 
or non-conamiflioned officer is on the pivot flank of that 
fefltion.* 

* Rules and Regulations. 
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All wheelings by fub-divifions, or feSions, from line 
into column, or from Column into line, are performed on 
the word given by the officer who commands the com- 
pany, that is, when companies fingly, or fucceffively fo 
wheel, die words of command are not to be repeated by 
the leaders of Its diviflons. 

When the company from line breaks into open column 
of fub-divifions or fefilons, after the commander of the 
company has giVeh the word Halty Drefs^ for the whole, 
the officer or fegeants on the pivots of the other fub- 
divifion or fedions may be permitted to correEl the 
dreffing of their divifions ; but In no cafe in the wheel 
up into line, whether the company is acting fingly or 
in battalion, muft 5lny officer or ferjeant attempt to in- 
terpofe in the dreffing of the company, but the officer 
who commands it. 



^£C. 48. WHEELING BACKWAUDS BY SUB* 
DIVISIONS FROM LINE. 

When the right is intended to be in. front, ^t the 
caution, Bv Sub-divisions, ok the left back- 
ward WHEEL, the conitmander of the platoon moves 
out briikly, and .places himfelf in front of the center 
of the right fub-divifion. The man on the left of the 
front rank of each fubdivifion at the fame time 
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faces itiwu^f that is, to the right ; at the word Manh^ 
the wheel is performed as direded in the foregoing fee* 
tions^^^find la fedion ai. 

In wheeling forward) the ranks jQiould lock up clofe^ 
but in wheeling back^vard, they may be at their ufiial 
dlftance,of one pace afunder. 



OBSERVATIONS ON WHEELING BACKWARD. 

Bv wheeling backward on the pivot flanip from 
line into column, although dividons (hould be unequal 
cither in the fame battalion or in line, yet all their pivot 
£anks will after the wheel remain truly dreiTed; of 
courfe the diftances will be juft, the line of marching 
accurately preferved, and each divifion, by afterwards 
wheeling up, will exactly occupy the identical ground 
it quitted* 

Whereas in wheeling Forward, even if the divifions 
are of equal ftrength, the pivots and diftances after the 
wheel will not be true, becaufe the different fizes of 
men, and the leaft oyer or under wheel of any one divi- 
fion, will derange them, which in practice will infal- 
libly happen. Sut if the divifions are of unequal 
ftrength, independent of the pivots neceilarily not co«- 
vering, the diftances whi^h the column marches off at, 
muft be all changed during the march, otherwife when 
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the column is to whal up^ and form, ftrong divifions 
would have to wheel into the fpacc which the weaker 
ones had left, and vice verfa, the confequences and 
confufion thence' arifing is obvious. 

Suppofe four divifions are drawn up in line, the iirft 
confifiing of eighteen files, the fecond of twelve, the 
third of fifteen, and the fourth of ten files, if thefe 
divifions are wheeled Forward to the right into open 
column, they will be at unequal difiances from each 
other ; for the fecond will be thirteen paces fix inches 
from the firft, the third will be eight paces 24 inches 
irom the fecond, and the fourth will be eleven paces 
from the third, nor In this fituation would it be prac- 
ticable to ^eel them up into line; if it ihould at any 
time happen, that unequal divifions are wheeled forward 
into open column, the column is firft to march off, and 
afterwards the pivots arc gradually to be corrected 
during the triarchy preparatory to the wheel up into line; 
to prevent, however, fuch inconvenience, it muft be re- 
garded almoft as a 

General. Rule, 

That all wheels by companies or fmaller divifions from 
battalion or line, (when halted) into open column, fhould 
be made Backward, and all wheels from open column 
into line Forward. 
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If the diviiion does not exceed fixteen or eighteen 
files, it may readily wheel back ; but if the divifion is 
ftronger, and the ground broken, or very uneven, it muft 
Face aboutj wheel, and then Halty Front. 

In wheeling Backward from line into column, when 
the right is to be in front, the wheel is made On the 
left ; and when the left is to be in front, the wheel is 
made On the right. 

In wheeling Forward, from line into open column 
to the right, the proper pivot flank of the column is the 
wheeling one. In wheeling Backward, the proper 
pivot flank is the (landing one, and remaining fixed; 
the divifions, however unequal, will always cover on 
that hand, which will not be the cafe if the wheel is made 
forward.* 



CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHEElING. Plate 2. 

As the circumference of the quarter circle, which a 
divifion defcribes in its wheel, is one half more (nearly) 
than itr frontj it is neceflary that in open column it 
fhould, in the time that it takes to march over a fpace 
equal to the extent of its fronts not only complete the 

. "* Rules and Regulations. 
P 
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wheel of the quarter circle, but be enabled to moye 
on at its juft diftance from its preceding divifion, and 
not to Jiop that which fucceeds it. The wheel muft 
therefore be quickened^^or the ftep lengthened, (or part 
of both applied,) in proportion to the general march. 
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TABLE 



Shewing what extent of ground a given number of 
files will cover when drawn up in linei each man being 
fuppo&d to occupy a fpace of 22 inches* 



No. of files in aJwifion^ Front o/dhifions^ in or^ 

€ach occupying 22 inches. dinary paces of 30 inches. 

Files. Paces. Inches. 

5 will occupy 3 • 20 

10 - - - 7 . 10 

12 - - * 8 . 24 

14 - - - 10 • 8 

15 - - . II . 

16 - - - II • 22 
j8 - - - 13 • 6 
20 - - - 14 • 20 
30 - - - 22 . 

40 - - • 29 . 10 

50 - - * - 36 ; 20 

lOo - * - 70 . 10 

p 2 
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A DIVISION confifting of ten files, and each occu« 
pying 22 inches, will, at paces of 30 inches, take 7 
paces 10 inches for its front. Now, 75 fteps in a mi- 
nute being the ordinary timti and 120 being the wheeling 
timey 75 : 120 :: 7| : ii|-— nearly the number of wheel- 
ing paces of 30 inches each, which the wheeling man, 
(/. e. the outfide man,) can take while the divifion that 
is following next to it, is making its 7^ ordinary paces 
in front, 1 1 of which exzQly complete the quarter 
circle: but if each of thefe 11 paces (moving on the 
circle,) is lengthened with 3 inches, then the wheel of 
the outfide or flank man will be completed in 10 fteps, 
and a paufe of one pace and two-thirds of a pace, or 
five-fixths of a fecond of time will be referved for the 
Halty Drefsy and March of the divifion, ajier it has, at 
10 long paces of 33 inches, completed the wheel. 

This paufe will indreafe or diminifh according to the 
greater or lefller number of files that are to wheel ; and 
in the above proportions of time and ftep, it is one- 
feventh of the time employed by fuch body, in wheeling 
the quarter circle. 

This allowance, which is barely fufficient in a di- 
vifion of 10 files, and which cannot well be increafed 
either by length of ftep, or quicknefs of time, {hews 
how pointed and quick the commands muft be, not to 
occafion a lofs of ground to each fucceifive divifion at 
the points of wheeling. 
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NECESSARY RECOLLECTIONS. 

It appears that the front of any divifion, or body, is in 
ordinary paces of 30 inches, nearly three-fourths of the 
Slumber of files of which it is comppfed. 

That the circumference of the quarter circle which it 
defcribeS) is in wheeling paces of 33 inches, the fame at 
the number of files of which it is compofed. 

That the number of files being once afcertained in 
each divifion, the officer commanding it mujly on all oc^ 
£aftons^ recoiled the number of paces that are equal to 
its front; alfo the number of wheeling paces which the 
flank man mud: take to complete the quarter circle ; alfa 
the fpare time which he has to regulate the Halt^ March^ 
of his divifion after wheeling. 



.«2 



The 6th of the circle, \ ,^0 * ^ s? 2 

1 r ^ 60^ are 4- sr^ 

or an angle of / ^ g-5- 

The 8th 45° } 

Thei6th - . . . aa^f } 

The32d - - - ii*^i | 



** 3 

rt O 

J* o 



The field officers and adjutant mufl always recolle<9: 
the number of paces the front of the battalion and its 
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diylfions occupy, in order to take up ground txzGtly in 
all formations. 



SEC. 49. MARCmNG ON AN ALIGNEMENT IK OPEN 
• COLUMN OF -SUBDIVISIONS, 

The inftrudor of the drill having ordered the platoon 
to wheel backwards by fub divifions (from line,) when he 
fees that the divifions are drefled, and that the comms^ider 
of the i^atoon has fixed on his intermediate points of 
inarch, (as has already been explained in Sec. 42.) will 
then give the word March : both divifions fiep ofF at the 
&me infant ; the leader of the firft divifion, that is, the 
commander of the phitoon,) marching with the utmoft 
fteadinefs and equality of pace, on the points he has 
taken : and the commander of the fecond divifion pre- 
ferving the leader of the firft in an exa£t line with the 
diftant objed): ; at the fame time he keeps the difiance 
necefiary for forming from the preceding divifion; which 
diftance is to be taken from the front rank. Thefe ob* 
je£ls are in themfelves fufficient to occupy the whole 
attention of the leaders of the two divifions ; therefore 
they muft not look to, nor endeavour tocorreft the march 
of their divifions, which care muft be entirely left to 
&c non-commiffioned o£Ecers in the fupernumerary rank. 
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What has been fatd in die abore kStiony equal!/ 
applies to the battalion^ whether it breaks from line into 
open cduma of companies, fubdivifions or fedUonSt 
obferving alfo, That Officers, who have an in- 
dtftind fight, can never be depended on to lead the tw0 
firft divifeons af a column^ marching in a ftraight aligne- 
ment, and muft therefore be'repfaced by oth^r perfons, 
whofe accurate vifion enables them to preferve and pro- 
long the juft line which the whole are to follow.* 



SEC. 50. WHEELING INTO LINE FROM OPEN 
COLUMN OF SUBDIVISONS, THE RIGHT 
IN FRONT. 

Tlie platoon being in open column of fubdIvi(ions» 
marching at the ordinary ftep on the alignement, receives 
from the inftrudor of the drill the word Haky both di« 
vifions inftantly halt. 

No one moves after the delivery of this word, not 
even a half pace, but the foot which is then off the 
ground finiihes its proper ftep, and the other is brought 
up to it. 

* Rules and Regulations. 
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When the inflrufbr fees that the leaders, of the 
divifions are 'correfl: on the line on which they have 
nioved> he then gives the words, By Sub-divisions 
TO THE Left, Wheel into Line ; the commanJter 
of the platoon fteps nimbly forward to the cbnter of 
bis fub-divifion (the leading one), the two pivot men 
face to their left exa£Uy fquare with the alignement, 
and a ferjeant runs out and places himfelf in ayine 
with diem, fo as to mark the precife point at which 
the fight flank of the leading fub-divifion is to halt, 
when U fliall have completed its wheel. At the word 
Quick— .A&rr^, the whole wheel up in quickeft 
time; (obferving the directions already given in Sec. 
19; during the wheel, the commander of the pla- 
toon turning towards his men, gradually inclines to 
the wheeling faniy and gives the word Halt^ Drefe^ 
with a ftrong and firm voice the moment the wheel 
of the divifion is completing, and the men halt with 
eyes ftill turned t^ the wheeling flank; the comman- 
der of the platoon, with his left iboulder clofe to the 
breaft of the ferjeant, (his appui) and looking along 
bis face, and the faces of the men of the front rank, 
will, in this pofition, corred if neceflfary the in- 
ternal drefling of the platoon, on the ferjeant and 
pivot men; this drefling muft be quickly made, and 
when done, the commander of the platoon gives the 
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^^eord Eyes— iPr^w/, in a moderate tone of voice, and 
^akes poft in line on the right of his divifion. 



WHEELING INTO LINE FROM OPEN COLUMN OF 
SUB-DIVISIONS, THE LEFT IN FRONT. * 

All the direflions that have been already gfven for 

the wheel up to the Left, muft be ftridUy obferved 

in the wheel up to the Right, with this difference, 

that the officer commanding the platoon, is pofted on the 

right of his leading fub-diviiion : on the caution, By 

Sub-divisions, To the Right, wheel into Line, 

the pivots face to the right, the ferjeant runs out, and 

placing himfelf in a line with them, marks the identical 

ipot at which the left flank of the^ divifion is to finifli its 

wheel. The officer goes to the front of his leading 

fub-divifion, inclines to its left flank during the wheel, 

and placing his right (boulder clofe to the breafl: of his 

ferjeant, will drefs his platoon on him and the pivots to 

the right, and when he has given the words Eyes Fronts 

he will immediately ibift to the right of his platoon, his 

proper poft when in line. 
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WHEN THE BATTALION MARCHING IN OPEN COLUMN 
OF COMPANIES, WITH THE RIGHT IN FRONT, 
HALTS, WHEELS UP INTO LINE, AND DRESSES. 

The column is ordered to Halt — after the delivery 
of this word no one moves, every one ftands perfeftly 
fteady, if that was not done, and that one company 
ihould flop while another was permitted to make one 
or two paces, thofe behind would be obliged to (hifc 
anew,, and much confufion would arife from ofEcers 
being deficient in one great principle of their bufinefs 
— the prefepving tif proper dijlances^ The caution is 
then given. Companies to the Left wheel into 
LINE, on which the pivot men of the front ranks face 
perfeQIy fquare into the new line, the officers com- 
manding companies move brifkly out, and place them- 
felves one place before the center of each, their covering 
ferjeants move to the right of the front rank of their 
companies, a ferjeant of the grenadiers runs up, places 
himfelf fquare in the new line, and marks the point at 
which the wheeling flank of that company is to arrive and 
be halted. 

Quick— J/^;r//. 

All the direaion? already given muft be ftriaiy ob- 
ferved. The Officers during the wheel turn round to 
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face their men, incline towards the pivot of the pre- 
ceding company, (that is, of the company that was im- 
mediately before it in open column previous to the 
vrheel) and as each perceives his wheeling man take the 
ftep which brings him up to that pivot, he gives the 
word Halt^ Drefs^ and each oflBcer, being there placed 
with his left (houlder clofe to the breaft of the preceding 
pivot, (his appuij) to which his men are then looking, 
from thence correal s the interior of his company upon 
that pivot, his own pivot, and the general line of the 
t)ther pivots. This being quickly and inftantaneoufly 
done, the officer immediately takes his poft on the right 
of his company, which has been f rcfcrmi f&r him by 
his ferjeant. 



WHEN THE BATTALION, MARCHING IN OPEN CO- 
LUMN OF COMPANIES, WITH THE LEFT IN FRONT> 
HALTS, WHEELS UP INTO LINE, AND DRESSES. 

At the word ii/i?//— all that has been before laid takes 
place, and is in the fame manner executed j only, the 
right flank front ramk man of each company being now 
the pivot, does what has been direfted for the left ; thfc 
covering ferjeants are behind the pivot files, a ferjeant 
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of the light company runs out, and does what has been 
directed for the ferjeant of the grenadiers. The officer 
commanding the light infantry will place his right 
ihoulder clofe to the bread of his ferjeant, (his appui) 
he will drefs his company on him, on his own pivot) 
and on the general line of other pivots, and will then 
fhift to the right of his company, and replace his 
covering feijeant. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



^ In the wheel up to the left, the point d appui being on 
the right, the dreffing muft be made from the right to 
the left. In the wheel up to the right, the point d'appui 
being on the left, the dreiSng muft be made from the 
left to the Tight. 

To make this ftill more clear, the officer of the third 
company, for example, if the wheel has been made to 
the left, has only to confider the left flank man, that is, 
the pivot man of the fecond company, (clofe to whom he 
ftands), as-the point of appuiy and his own left flank man 
as the point to drefs upon. If the wheel has been made 
to the right, he has only to confider the right flank man, 
that is, the pivot man of the fourth company, clofe to 
whom he ftands, as the point (Tappuiy and his own right 
flank man as the point to drefs upon, there will be then 
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jiothing eafier than to drefs the other men of his com- 
pany upon thefe.* *• 

When at any time after forming into line, there Ihall 
le a falfe diftancc between either of the flank divtftons 
and the battalion, the officer of fuch divifion, without 
waiting for diref^ions^ may immediately by the fide ftep 
Join his divifion to the battalion; but no other divifion 
of a battalion is in fuch cafe ever to move, without or« 
ders from the commanding officer. 

The flank firelock men of the front i^ank are the pi- 
vots of divifions in wheeling up into line. The officers 
are the pivots during the march. 



♦ But fays the author of the Rules and Regulations, '* He (the 
officer of the third company) will ftill more exa6ily drefs his com- 
pany, if he places himfelf two or three files on the other fide of the 
fecond company, and from thence correfts his own." But this can 
apply only where a divifion marches up to form line, on one that is 
already correftly drcfTed, and not in the cafe of the wheel up of the 
divifions of a battalion, as they will all come in line at the fame mo- 
ment if the regiment is well drilled, in which cafe, by placing him- 
felf between the captain of the fecond company and his pivot, he 
would prevent him from dreffing his men by obfcuring the point of 
formation* 
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SJ^C. 51. THE OPEN COLUMN OF SUB-DIVISIONS, 
WHEELING INTO AN ALIGNMENT, THE RIGHT 
IN FRONT. 

When the leading dlvifion arrives at the ground where 
the wheel is to commence, it receives the word Halt^ 
Liftj Wheely from its commander; on which the rear 
ranks, if at one pace diftance, lock iip^ the pivot man 
alone halts, and faces into the new direction, while the 
otifers quiclcen their pace until the wheel is completed ; 
he then gives the word Haltj Drefsy and whenever the 
fecond divifion, which has continued to advance in or- 
dinar y time, arrives clofe on the wheeling point, he (the 
leader of the firft divifion) gives his divifion the word 
March^ and moves on in ordinary time, fo as its rc^r 
rank does not occafion even a momentary ftop to the 
divifion behind it, which at that inftant receives from its 
leader the word Halt^ Wheel j then Halty Drefs\ and 
finally March^ whenever the leading divifion (that is, 
the divifion in its front,) has gained its proper diftance 
from it. 

The Officer commanding the leading divifion of 
2 column, muft be very attentive not to change the time 
or the length of hs ftep, otherwife a ftop muft happen 
in a column, and the foldiers will be obliged to run j he 
muft alfo be attentive to keep the objed on which he is 
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marching (a camp colour fuppofe) clofe to his own out- 
ward hand, fo that if he is to wheel to the left, he will 
touch the colour as he paffes it with his left fhoulder, 
and if he is to wheel at that point, he will gjve the word 
TVheel^ when the front rank of his divijion has taken one 
pace beyond fuch point or objedl. 

The other divifions muft march ftraight up to the 
point where the firji rank of the preceding one com- 
liienced its wheel, and they muft be careful that in their 
inarch they do not fhift, and fo uncover their pivots, > 
which, without much attention, they are apt to do ; but 
fiiould any of the divifions deviate to either hand, thofe 
that fucceed them muft redify the fault, and exadlly 
touch the point at which they are to wheel. 

The directions given in this feflion for fub-divifions, 
will apply to th^ open column of companies, fub-divi- 
fions, or fedlions ; and whatever has been faid refpefting 
the column wheeling to the left, takes place in one 
wheeling to the right, the only difference is, that the 
flanks are now changed. . » 



observations; 



If the battalion was in open column of Jfub-divifions 
or fcdions, .and were the fub-divifions or fe^igns to 
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Wheel up into line, at the word JVheely the company 
officer alone moves into the front, and the pivot leaders 
of the other fub-div!fions, or fe£tions, go to the point 
they wouId.be at, if the column was a column of 
companies; the pivot man of each body in the column 
faces; at the word March^ the whole wheel, and the 
company officer gives the word //«//, Drefs^ to the 
whole company. 

The line of the march of the open column witt 
always be about a pace before the line on which the 
troops form, becaufe the one is thediredion (that is, 
the true line,) preferved by the officers in marching on 
their advanced points, the other is that on which the 
flank men move, on which they halt, and on which 
the companies wheel up into line; thefe two lines are 
therefore parallel to each other, and the line on which 
the companies wheel 'up is of courfe diftant from the 
firft line the breadth of a file, which leaving the 
advanced points diftind, (aftefr each ofieer has moved 
to the front of his' company) affords a great ad- 
vantage in the formation and corre£lion of the line; 
although the officers halt in the alignment itfelf, yet 
It is impoffible to allow them to remain immoveable 
as points of forming for their divifions, becaufe the 
dreffing of thofe divifions depends on them, and that^ 
they muft occupy their proper places when in line. 
Therefore the fank files of divifions are the pivots, in 
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•wheeling up into line, although the officers are the pivots 
during the inarch, and an attempt to form the line on the 
points of march, that is, on the line on which the officers 
were moving, would derange the pivot files of men, and 
be produfiive of diforder.* 



SEC. 52. THE OPEN COLUMN OF SUB-DIVISIONS 
WHEELING INTO A NEW DIRECTION, ON A 
MOVEABLE PIVOT. 

When the leading divifion has wheeled, the leader of 
the fecond divifion, when he arrives at the ground on 
which the firft began to wheel, will give the word. Rights 
or Lefi^ Shoulders^ Forward^ and follow the exaft traft 
of liie firft, always preferving his proper diftance from 
bim; and fo of all the reft, whether the column is an 
open column of companies, fub-dlvifions or fedlions, 
exaSly conforming to the inftrudions already given in 
Sec. 22. 

To which ever hand the wheel is made on a move- 
able pivot, it is made within, and cuts oW the angle 
formed by the interfedion of the old and new direc- 
tions. 

* Rules and Regulations, Sec. 119. 
R 
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SEC. 53. CaUNTER-MARCH BY FILBS. 

Tile platooit) when it is to counter-march, muft al- 
ways be confidered as a cKviiton of a battalion in column : 
the iriftrufkor of the drill therefore will fignify whether 
the right or left is fuppofed to be in fr6nty that the com- 
mander of the platoon and his covering ferjeant may be 
placed on the proper pivot j9ank» previous to the words 
of command for the counter-march being given* (See 
Pefinitions, page 26^ 27. j 

Suppose the platoon, with the Right in Front. 
(See plate 4, fig. i.) 

On the word. To the Right — Fact^ the platoon 
&ces; the commander of it iounediately goes to die 
other flank, and his covering ferjeant ^advancing to the 
fpot which he has quitted, iaces to the right about* 
(Fig. 2.) 

At die word ^^ici^^^March^ the whole, except 
the ferjeant who had faced to the right about, ih^ off' 
together, the commander of the platoon wheeling fbort 
round the rear rank, (that is, to his right hand) pfoceeds^ 
followed by the platoon in file, fig. 3,} till he has con- 
duded his pivot front rank man^ clofe to his ferjeant^ 
who has remained immoveable ; he then gives the words 
Halt^ Fronty and Drefs^ fquares, and clofes his platooa 
on his ferjeant, and Aen replaces him« (Fig. 4.) 
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pany is the one to wheel back w^rd> ^pd tljie right fbr- 
virard; on the vfoxi Marchj the whole movc^ together in 
wheeling time^ regulating by the two flank men, who 
4uring the wheels preferve themfelves in a line with die 
center of the platoon; as foon as the required degree of 
wheel, is performed, the commander of the [datoon gives 
the word Halty Drefs^ and in^andy fquares it fron) that 
flank, on which he himfelf is to take poft. 



SEC. 55. OBLIGE MARCHING, 

Has been already treated of in Sec. 35, 36. 

SEC 56* INCItBASiNG THE FRONT OF AN OPEN 

! • . ' COLUMN HALTED. (Plate 5.) 

.The conipany landing in open column of fub-divi* 
fionS} (fuppofe the right in front,) receives from thp jn- 
ftru£i:or of the drill t^e caution. Form Company. 

The commander, of the .company turning round in- 
flfindy orders . ^ 

BjEAR (or Left) Sub-division, Left Oblique 
—Quick— ^^r^A. . 
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When it has obliqued (6 afs to open its right flank, 
(that is, when its right flank has room to march paft 
the left flank of the divifion that was in its front) he 
(the fiimc officer,) gires At wbid fhrwardj the divi- 
fion marches ftraigfat forward, and when it. is in a line 
With the firft divifion, he ordei^s Halt, Drefsy and 
Cakes poft on the left, the pirot flank of the company. 
(Plate 50 



DIMINISHING THE FRONT OF AN OPEN COLUMN- 
HALTED, THE RIGHT IN FRONT. 

When the inftrudor of the drill gives the caution 
Form Sub-divisions, the covering ferjeant fteps back, 
and remains to mark the fpot where the left flank of the 
fub-divifion is to be placed. The commander of the 
company advancsi^ one ftep, orders Left Sub-divi- 
sion, INWARDS— /iy^^, on which the fub-diyifion faces 
to die right, and the three leading files difeii^ge to the 
rear; he then gives the word QviCK—March^ the 
divifion In lile pafles round and behind the ferjeant 
who had ftepped back to mark their ground, and as foon 
as the commander of the company fees that the left flknk 
of the divifion is clofe to the ferjeant, he inftantly gives 
the words, Halty Fronts Left^ Drejs ; tie then pofts 
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himfelf on the left flank of the firft fub-divifion, and 
Kis covering ferjeant bn that of the (econd < 

Whether the column of fub^ivifions, or fediGns1)t 
halted or in motion) it is to be obferved as a 

General Rule 

In Diminishing the front of an open column, thaf 
the fub'iUvifion or feSiton on the reverfe fiank^ is the one 
hehind which the other fub^divijion or feSiion doubles. 

Therefore, when the right is in front, the doubling 
will be in the rear of the right divifion ; and when the 
left i$ in front, the doubling will be in the re^ar of the 
left divifion. ^ 

And in Increasing the front of an open column, 
the rear-fubdivijiom^ or fe^ions^ oblique to the hand 
the pivot flank is on ; fo that when the right is in fronts 
the obliquing will be to the left; and when' the left is in 
front, the obliquing will be to the right. 



SEC 57. increasing the front of an opxh 

COLUMN ON THE MARCH, THE RIGHT IN FRONT. 

V 

The platoon marching at xht ordinary time in open 
column, the Inftrudor of the Drill gives the cautionary 
command. Form Company ; the commander of tbe 
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platoon inftantly turning round, gives the words. Left 
— OBLiquE— Quick— rr-3&nfii on which the rear 
fub-divifibn obliques to the left, and asfoon as its right 
ilank is open, it receives from the fame officer the word 
Forward^ and when it gets up to the firft divifion, 
(which has continued to march with the utmoft fteadinefs 
at the ordinary pace, the fame officer gives the word. 
Ordinary ^tme^ and takes poft on the pivot flank, to- 
wards which of courfe he has been moving. 



DIMINISHING THE FRONT OF AN OPEN COLUMN ON 
THE MARCH, THE RIGHT IN FRONT. 

'■ The company marching at the ordinary pace, receives 
from the Inftruftor of the Drill, the caution, Form — 

SUB-DIVISIONS. 

The commande*r of the platoon advancing one ftep, 
immediately orders Left Sub- di vision— -^^r/^ Time\ 
this it does until the right fub-divifion, which con- 
tinues its march fteadily, has cleared its flank ; he then 
orders the Left Sub -division— ^«/Vyf Oblique^ and 
when he perceives that it has doubled^ properly be- 
,hind the right one, he gives the word Forward^ on 
which it takes up the ordinary march, and follows at 
its proper wheeling diflance, the commander of the 
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company bang then pofted on the pivot flank of the 
Ikft fub*divij[ion, and his feijeant on that of the fecond. 

The (ame directions that apply to increafing or di- 
miniQiing by fub^dividons, apply equally to fe£tionS| 
which individually repeat the fame operations. 

On this principle, the front of a column may be re- 
duced or increafed any number of files. 

As increafing and reducing the front of a column is 
an operation that will frequently occur in the march of 
large bodies^ it is of the utmoft importance that it be 
performed with exadnefs, the tranfition from one fitua- 
tion to the other muft be made as quick as poffible, the 
leading divifion muft continue, its march at the regular 
tbne and length of pace> the exadl diftances between the 
divifions muft be accurately pr-eferved; and during the: 
•pcratton die ranks muft be clofedy arms carried, and ther 
giieatefl atten&on required from every iadividu^. . 



OBSERVATIONS. 

The column of march or manoeuvre, in confequence 
of obftrudions in its route, which it cannot furround^ 
is fvequently obliged to diminiih its fronts and again 
to iacreafe it> when fuck difficulties are pafledj it rs 

s 
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one of the moft important of movements, and a battalion 
which does not perform this operation with the greateft , 
exa£tnefs and attention, fo as not to lengthen out in the 
fmalleft degree, is not fit to move in the column of a 
confiderable corps. 

The increafe or diminution of the front of the column 
is performeclwhcn in movement, by each company fuc- 
cefiively, when it arrives at the point where the leading 
one of the column performed it, or elfe by the whole 
companies of the battalion at the fame moment ; in 
either cafe the commander of the battalion, at the inftant 
that it fhould begin to reduce or increafe its front, gives 
iht general Caution, that is to do fo. 

When a column of companies in march diminlfhes 
its front, either by companies fucceffively, or the whole 
battalion at once, fo foou ^ the leading company arrives 
within 12 or 15 paces of the point where it is neceflary^ 
to dlminifh its front, the commander will give a loud 
Caution, that the fubdivifions are to double either by 
companies fucceffively, or the whde battalion at once. 



IF SUCCESSIVELY. 

- The leader of the head company proceeds as 
dire£Eed, (See. 57.) and, each other does tfae^ faoie^ 
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when it arrives at the fpot where its preceding <mc 
doubled. 

IF AT ONCE, 

On the general Caution from the commanding 
officer of the battalion, each company leader, with- 
out waiting for each other,) proceeds as already di- 
rected. 

When a column of fub-divifions in march forms co- 
lumn of companies, the commander of the battalion 
gives a loud Caution, that column of companies 
are to be formed either fucceffively, or by the whole 
battalion at once. 

IF SUCCESSIVELY, 

Each inclines up when its leading fub-divifion arrives 
on the ground where its preceding one formed up. 

> 

IF AT ONCE, 

On the general Caution from the battalion com- 
mander, each company leader proceeds as dired^dy 
(without waiting for each other. ( Sec. 57.) 

The fucceffive breaking of each divilion of the 
column at the point of difficulty, and its fubfequent 
moving up again as foon as it has pafled it, is the moil 
general practice, but it is the moil likely to lengthen 
out the column, which is the great (vil to bi avoided. 

s 2 
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The rcdtiiftion of front by the whck baitalicn at aue^ 
is therefore the tnofl eligible ; and for the fame reafixn^ 
the encreafe of front (when the rear of it has cleared the 
difficulty) by the whole battalion, is to be preferred. 



6£C. 58. THE PLATOON IN OPEN COLUMN QF 8UB« 
DIVISIONS TO PASS A SHORT DEFILE BY BREAKING 
OFF FILJES. # 

When the column has to pafs a bridge, or fliort j[| 
defile, and that there is a certainty of immediately after 
refuming the front which it has diminifhed, then fuch 
part of the reverfe flank of the leading divifion as the 
' defile will receive, will pafs it in front, and fuch part of 
the phot ftank as is necefiarily ftopt will, by commaad, ^» 
face inwards, and follow clofe in file; fuppofe the fj 
platoon marching in open column of fub-divifionS) 
in ordinary time, the right in front, when within a few 
■ paces of the defile, it receives a loud Caution from 
the inftruftorof the drill— Break off Three Files. 

The officer commanding the leading divifion inftantty 
gives the wprd Three Files, Rights Turn; Ac 
three files immediately turn to the right, and wheel out 
In rear of the three adjoining files. When the feeoad 
divifion comes to the fpot where the firft divifion 
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coiitn£kd its .front, it will receive the fame words of 
•cdnunand from its leader, and will proceed in the fiime 
tnanner. If die defile narrows, and that it becomes 
lieceflary to diminiih the front of the column one or 
:two files more, it is done as already direded, firft by the 
Caution, fpecifying how many files are to break c^, 
and next by the leading oflGicer giving the word* (fuppofe) 
Two Files — Right J Turn; on which the three files al- 
ready in the rear will incline to their right, fo as to 
cover the files now ordered to break off. 

!ln this movement it is to be cbferved, that the^files 
in the r^r of the fub-divifions (that is, the files th^t 
have i)roken ofF,) muft lock well up, fo as not to im* 
pede the march of the fucceeding divifion. 

On quitting the defile, the filing part will form up 
at a lengthened flep, but the general rate of the colurhn 
will at no time be altered. 

The commander of the leading divifion will order 
the files that had broken off to move up, by giving the 
word one^ tzvo or three filet to the fronts on which the 
named files turn to their front (the left) and length- 
ening their pace, march up, file by file, to the front 
of their divifion, and immediately refume the ordinary 
pace. 

If any of the files which had broken off are to con- 
tinue in the rear, they will of courfe oblique to the left, 
till they rover, and are clofed up to thi? rear of the-files 
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on' the left flank of their divifion. In this manner divi-* 
fion fucceeds divifion without any improper extenfion 
taking place. But if the column mud continue any time 
on a reduced front, then it fhould fo be diminiOied by 
the doubling back of divifions as already direded. (Sec. 
57-) 



SEC. 59. MARCHING IN QUICK TIME. 

.. The platoon muft frequently be praSifed to march in 
quick time, particularly in file. The platoon will alfo 
occafionally be marched in front at the fame ftep, as it 
may be frequently required from fmall bodies. 



SEC. 60. FORMING TO THE FRONT FROM FILE. 

Suppofe the company or battalion drawn up on paradey 
receives the word, To the Right, Face — March — ^it 
IS then marching in file, ^with. its right in front| or as 
it is expreued, marching in file from its tight. 

Then to form to the front, it will firft receive the 
words — Halty Fronts then ^^ Sub-divifions, CompanieSy 
or SeSions, On the left, backwards wheel— 
quiCK— A&rcAf 

It ftands now to the front required in open column. 
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If the company marching in file, the right in front, 
in a ftreet (fuppofe) and that it is neceflary immediately 
to form to the front, then on the words — To the 
FRONT, Form Company ^ fcfr. the front rank man of the 
leading file alone halts, and is inftantly covered by his 
center and rear rank men, every other file of the platoon 
makes a half face to the left, and fucceflively moving up, 
drefles on the right file ; when the commander of the 
company fees it is properly drefled, he gives the words. 
Eyes Lifiy and places himfclf on the pivot flank. 

Should the order be. To the Front form, Sub- 
DIVISIONS, or Sections, the leading fub-divifion, or 
fe^iion, will proceed in the manner already detailed ; the 
fucceeding fub-divifions, or feSions, will each continue 
moving on, until its front file arrives at the proper 
forming di (lance from the dividon in its front, when it 
will receive from its commander the word To the Front 
Form>i and will inftantly form up by files, in the manner 
already defcribed. 



SEC. 6i. forming from file to either 

FLANK. 

The company marching in file (fuppofe from the 
right) has only to halt and front, to be formed to the 
Ufi flank. 
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But if to form to the Right fiank^ at the word-^ 
Right form^ the front rank roan of the leading file, (that 
i8> the man who when the company (lands in line, i& 
the right-band man of the company,} inftantljr turns to^ 
bis right and halts ; his center and rear rank men, at the 
fame time, move round and cover him; all the other' 
files of the platoon make a half face to their Ieft> and 
move round fuccefHvely in a line widi the right hand filef 
the center and rear rank men of each file keeping cloled 
well up to their file leaders. 



SEC. 62. TO FORM TO EITHER FLANK, FROM 
OPEN COLUMN OF SUB-DIVISIONS. 

The company marching with the right in fronts in 
ordinary time, If required to form to the Lifi finikj 
leceives the word— Halt, left wheel into Link, 
"^March^ iffc. 

If the open column of fub-divifions is marching with 
its right in front, and required to form company, &c. 
to its right flank, then at the word — To the right 
Form Company^ the commanders of the feveral divi- 
fions fhift to the right flank, the commander of 
the leading fub-divifion inflantly gives the word to 
his divifion, Hait^ right wheel, and wheii it has 
wheeled fquare, he orders, Halt^ right drefiy dsoA 
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drcBk% it on the intended line of formation^ The com* 
nander of the other fub-dtviilon orders it to oblique a 
Uule to the left, fo as to be able to march clear of 
the fear rank of the divifion forming; «wben tl)« fecond 
fub-divifion arrives at the left flank of the firft, its 
commander gives tho- word, Hult^ Right fVheel-^ then 
Hebj drefs nr^;-— on which the diviiion moves iiip in^ 
the line with the one formed, and its commander, from 
the left of the firft diviiion, dreffes his own on the given 
flank point, as quickly and as ^curatcly ^s poiSbi^ ^nd 
redioaes his proper platoon pl^ce. 



SEC. 63. THE PLATOON MOVING TO THE FRQNT, 
TO GAIN GROUND TO A FLANK BY A MARCH IN 
ECHELLON,- BY SECTIONS. , (ScP Platp 6.) 

In the drill ^f the platoon,' when, the foldier is com<% 
pWtely formed, he m^y be taught to march vn ^he)ion 
by fediions. This is a very ufeful movement fprf* ba?^ 
uMwXi ot larger body mpving in. liiie, that is required 
to gain ground to a fla^k, and may he fubftitut^ ifiifiead 
of the oblique march* It will bf /cUuie in ;he following 
manner: . . i 

The platoon marching tp the fppnt in ^ord^ntirytimei 
receives the word, By SeSiions to the Right ; the right 
hand man of the frvnt rank of -^ea^h fedion, turning 

-' ^ T 
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in a finall degree to. their right, marks tbeiime three 
paces, during which the fedions are wheeling in or- 
dinary time on their pivot men; at the fourth pace, land 
at the word Forward^ the whole^ove on dire£t to-the 
front, that each fefiion has now acquired, and the com- 
mander of each fefiion having taken poft on the right 
of his divifion, the platoon continues its march in echellon. 

On the word. Form Company^ the pivot men mark 
the time for three paces, turning back in a fmall degree 
to their left, the original fronU and the feftions inftantly 
wheel backward into line: at the fourth pace, and at the 
word Forwardj the whole move forward. 

Obferire, that when the platoon is only formed two 
deep, two paces inftead of three will be fufficient to 
mark time, aiid to ftep off at the third inftead of the 
fourth pace.' 

What has been dire£ted above for feftions to the 
right, may be performed by fub-divifions. 

Sedions nlay be wheeled equally to the left, a$ to 
the right. 

Commanding officers of companies are to be alv^ays 
on the inner flank of their echellon. 

Except in the occafional cafe of wheeling into line^ 
in the middle of a change of pofition, officers then do not 
fliift from their leading flanks.* 

^ See DefinitioDf > Page 1 7^ 1 8, 19. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

When a battalion from line wheels forward by com- 
panies to either flank, into echellon, and halts,— at the 
general Caution, that the companies will wheel for- 
ward fo many paces (to the right fuppofe,} fo as to place 
them perpendicular to their future lines of ocarch, the 
officer, if not already there, moves to the named flanic 
of his company, the commander gives the Caution, 
Companies, Three Paces to the Right wheel, 
AND Form Echellon. 

At this caution the covering ferjeant of each com- 
pany counts eight files from the right hand man of his 
company, places himfelf with his back to that file, and 
immediately takes three paces, on the circumfirence 
of tbi ctrcUy of which his now pivot man is the center, 
he then ftanH faft with his body turned in the line of 
that pivot man, who alfo faces into the line of his fer- 
jeant. 

The whole of the ferjeants ought thus to be in a line^ 
but if any fmall corre£Uon is neceflary, it will imme- 
diately by the commanding officer be made from the 
leadiiig flank. 

At the words Quick— il^rr^, each company wheels 
up till its eighth file arrives clofe behind the ferjean^ 
at which time the officer, who is always to be on the 
ftanding fiank, gives the words, i/j/f, Drefs^ eyes are 
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turned towards him, and the dreffing being cwtpleted^ 
the ferjeant places himfelf on the outward wheeliog 
flank. The three files of the colours, and center fer- 
jeants alfb wheel up as a divifion parallel to the odiers» 

The companies ftanding thus parallel to each ocber* 
at the word Mareh^ the whole move on at the ordi- 
nary ftep, each flank on rts own perpendicular. 

If the battalion has gained as much to the flank in 
this oblique movement, as was neceflary> and is theti 
halted, and is to form backj parallel to the line it has 
quitted, 

Then at die words, Whtel hack into Km^ the pivot 
men fall into line, and the officers take one ftep for- 
ward.^ 

At the word, March^ each compatiy wheels back, its 
officer gives the words, Halty Drtfs^ eyes are all turned 
towards him,^ officers and ferjeaofs, if not there ilready,. 
move to their refpeftive places in line. 

When fufficient ground has been taken to a flank, and 
Aat a Forward formation is to be madcy die head di- 
Tilion is halttd in its then fofiihm^ or if not oblique 
TnoUgb, is wheeled up two or three paces more, and 
then halted. The reft of the battalion receives a mas 
thm to form on the head or leading divifion, continues 
fi^ march, and by the gradual alteration of fhouldert^ 
arrives fucceffively into line. 

The echellon changes require die ground to be nearljr 
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't>f fuch a nature as a full line could advance in. The 
echcUon changes of pofitton are the fafeft that can be 
employed in the prefcncc of and near to an enemy; 
they are almoft equal in fecurtty to the march of the 
line m front, or to an uniform wheel in the line, but 
which is not to be attempted. They can be ufed in the 
moft critical fituations, where the filings and movements 
of the open columns could not be riflced ; they are more 
particularly ufed where the enemy's flank is to be taken, 
by throwing the body forwntd^ or when your own Is 
to be covered, by throwing it backward. 

The advantages attending them are, the preferving a 
general front during the march, they enable to change 
pofition on any divifion of the line, either on a fixed or 
moving point, and at any inftant the movement can be 
ftopped, the line formed, and a fudden attack repulfed. 



SEC. 64. FROM THREE RANKS FORMING INTO 
TWO RANKS. 

The platoon halted, is ordered. Form two Deep, 
at this caution, the rear rank men of the left (ub-divi- 
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fion inftantly ftep back one pace; on the word Left 
Faci^ the rear ranks of both-(iIb-divifions face ; the word 
QifiCK^Marcby is then given, on which the men of 
the rear rank of the left fub-divifion, that is, thofe men 
who ftept back one pace, now ftep fliort, or mark time, 
until thofe of the right fub-divifion get up to them, and 
in their front; they then move on with them in (ilei as 
their rear is clearing the left flank of the platoon, - th^ 
commander (who has Qiifted to this flank, during the 
movement j gives the words, Halty Front j Drefs upy he 
inftantly drefles them on the ftanding part of his platoony 
and refumes his poft on the right; one-third, or one 
more fub-divifion, is thus added to the front of the com- 
pany. 

If a battalion in line is pofted, and without deranging 
its front, is to lengthen out a flank by the aid of its 
rear rank, it would order that rank to wheel backwards9 
by fub-divifions. The laft fub-divifion of each com- 
pany would clofe up to its front one. All the fub-divi- 
fions, (on the head one,) would move forward to open 
column: An oflicer would be named to command thofe 
of each two companies. The open column would move 
on and wheel into line on the flank of the battalion. 
In this manner alfo would a line of feveral battalions 
lengthen itfelf out, by the rear ranks of each. 
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SEC. 65. FROM TWO RANKS FORMING INTO 
THREE RANKS. 

The company Is told off in three fe£tions ; it receives 
the words, Form Three Deep. On this caution 
the third fe£bion, that is, the one on the left, inftantly 
fteps back one pace ; the words Rights Face^ are then 
^iven, and the man on the right of its front rank difen- 
gages a little to his right; on the words Quick — 
Marchj the front rank men of the third fe£lion that had 
fallen back, immediately ftep off, thofe of the other rank 
mark the time till they have pafled, and then follow in 
file. When the leading man has got to the right of the 
company, the commander gives the words — Halt^ Fronts 
on which each man halts, £ices to his left, and inftantly 
covers his proper file leader, and the whole ftand three 
deep. 

A rear rank which has lengthened out, and formed 
on the flank of its battalion, would return to its place, 
by wheeling back into open column of fub-divifions, 
marching till each arrived at its flank point, the leading 
rank of each would wheel up and cover, and the fecond 
rank would move behind it, and alfo wheel up. 

In purfuance of the foregoing inftru«5lions, and on 
the principles they contain, every company of a bat- 
talion muft be frequently exercifcd by its own officers, 
each fuperintending a rank, or an allotted part of the 
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V^hole; and on a fpace of feventy or eighty yards fquare^ 
can every circumftancc be praflifcd that h. neccflary 
to qualify it for the operations of the battalion ; that fpace 
being pointed out as dirtSttd in page 94, the company 
will exercife, both at open and ctofc files, without arms, 
and with arms, ill' all that has been ordered in tiie fore- 
going 64 Sections of the Drill; they maybe pradifed in 
whatever fucceffion (hall at the time be found proper^ 
taking care that the greateft prectfion be oUerved in their 
execution, according to the rules. already bid. down* 

END OF THE DRILL, 
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SECTION 66. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR OFFICERS. 



Every officer, on firfl: joining a regiment, is to be 
examined by the commanding officer; and, if he is 
found imperfe£): in the knowledge of the movements 
required from a foldUr^ he muft be ordered to be exer- 
cifed, that he may learn their juft execution. Till he 
is mafter of thofe points, and capable of inftru£ting the 
men under his command, he is not to be permitted to 
take the command of a platoon in the battalion. In 
giving words of command, as well in, as out of the 
ranks, officers are to ftand perfe<31y fteady, and in their 
proper pofltions, their fwords held firmly in the full of 
the right hand, with the upper part of the blade reft- 
ing againft the (boulder, the right wrift againft the hip, 
and the elbow drawn back. 

From the number of files in divifion, they muft learn 
accurately to judge the ground necelTary for each, and 
to extend that knowledge to the front of greater bodies; 
they muft acquire the habit of readily afcertaining 
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taining by the eye perpendiculars of march, and the 
fquarenefs of the wheel.* 

EVery officer muft be accuftomed to give his words 
of command, even to the fmalleji bodies^ in the full Ex- 
tent of his voice, and in a fharp tone ;-— by fuch bodies 
he muft not only be heard, but by the leaders of others 
who are dependent on his motions. In the mid ft of 
furrounding noifes, the eye and the ear of the foidier 
fhould be attentive only to his own immediate ofiBcer i 
the loudnefs of whofe commands, inftead of creating 
confufion and unfteadinefs, reconcile them to the hurry 
of zSCiQfn* — An officer who cannot thoroughly difcipltne 
and exefcife the body intrufted to his command, is not 
fit, In time of fervice, to lead it to the enemy ; he cannot 
be cool and collected in the time of danger ; he cannot 
profit of circumftanccs, from an inability to dire£i; 
others; the fate of mapy depends on his ill or well ac- 
quitting himfelf of this duty. — It is not fufficient to 
advance with bravery: it is requifite to have that de- 
gree of intelligence, which fihiould diftinguilh every officer 
according to his ftation ; nor vn\\ foldicrs ever aft with 
fpirit and animation, when they have no reliance on 
the capacity of thofe who conduf): them. 

An officer muft not only know the poft which he 
Ihould occupy in all changes of fituation, the commands 

* Sec Definitions, Page 3o> 31. 
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which he (hould give, and the general intention of the 
required movement ; but hefhould be mafter of the prin- 
ciples on which each is made, and of the faults that may 
be committed, in order to avoid them himfelf, and to in- 
ftru£t others. — Thefe principles arc in (hemfelves fo 
fimple, that moderate refledlion, habit, and attention, 
will foon fhew them to the eye, and fix them in the 
mind. 

The complete inftru£lion of an officer enlarges with 
his fituation, and at laft takes in the whole circle of mili- 
tary fcience. From the variety of knowledge required 
of him, his exertion muft be unremitting, to qualify him- 
fdf for the progreffivefituations at which he arrives.* 

* Rules and Regulations. 



U 2 



( t4» ) 



FORMATION OF THE COMPANY. 

~A perfcft Uniformity in the Formation and Ar- 
rangement of all Companies and Battalions is indifpen- 
fable for the Execution of juft and combined Move- 
ments. 

The company is always to be flzed from the flanks t6 
the center. 

The talleli men are put in the front rank, the next 
talleft in the^ rear rank, and the fliorteft in die 
center.* 

This method feems more intended for parade and 
Ihow than utility in time of aftion, where certainly 
the whole order fhould be reverfed, and could be done, 
by ordei'ing the front rank to pafs to the rear through 
intervals made in the center and rear ranks, either by 
doubling the left files behind the right ones, or by or- 
dering the right and left hand files to face, the right 
hand files to the right, and the left hand files to the 
left, by which they would ftand back to back, or, the 
whole might be ordered to face to the right. Thus the 
(horteft men would be in front, and the talleft in the 
rear. The advantages arifing from this difpofition in 
the firings are too obvious to be infifted on.t 

* See Definitions, Page 2a t WUlianafon. 
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'The company is formed three deep. 

The files lightly touch when firelocks are (houldered 
and carried, but without crowding. 

Each company is a platoon, and is told ofFinto two 
fub-divifions and four fe£Hons. 

When the company is fingly formed, and in clofe or- 
der, the captain is on the right, the enfign on the left of 
die front rank, each covered by a ferjeant in the rear 
rank; the lieutenant is in the rear behind the right, the 
drummer behind the left, and the pioneer behind the cen- 
ter of the fourth or fupernumerary rank, at three paces 
£ftance from the rear rank. 

The left of the front rank of each fub-di vifion is mark- 
ed by a corporal; the right of the left fub-di vifion may 
be marked by the other corporal. 
' When necefTary, the places of abfent officers may be 
fupplied by ferjeants, thofe of ferj.eants by corporals; and 
thofe of corporals by intelligent men. 
^ When the company is to join others, and the battalion 
or part of it to be formed, the enfign and his covering 
ferjeant quit the flank and fall into the fourth rank, until 
otherwife placed. 

In 'Open Order the officers are three paces in the 
front, the ground equally divided between them; the 
captain on the right, the lieutenant on the left, the en- 
fign in the center. 

d^e ferjeant is on each flank of the front rank. 
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The pioneer remains behind the center of the rear 
rank. . 

The drummer places himfelf on the right of the right 
ferjeant. / 

To make more (how, the pioneer might be placed on 
the right of die drummer. 

When the company ftands in open column of Aib- 
divifions, the commander is on the pivot flank of the 
leading fub«divifion; the next in command on the pivot 
of the rear fub-divi(ion ; the other officer, drumma-, 
and pioneer, are in the rear of the fub->divifion9 bihind 
which they are placed when the company is in line. In 
open column of companies or half companies, the cover- 
ing ferjeants are in the fupernumerary ranks, behind the 
fecond file from the pivot. 

When the open column wheels to the left into line, 
then the covering ferjeant is on the right of the divi- 
flon. 

When wheeling to the right into line, the covering 
ferjeant goes behind the pivot file. 

When the company ftands in open column of fe^Uons,- 
the captain is on the pivot flank of the leading fe£tioo, 
his covering ferjeant on the pivot.of the fecond, the en- 
fign is on the pivot flank of the third fedion, and the 
lieutenant on the pivot flank of the fourth or rear fee* 
tion. 
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The officer who commands the company gives the 
word for the fub-divifions or feflions at once to wheel 
into line, and balt^ drefs. No other officer or ferjeant 
attemps to drefs or interfere with them, either wheeling 
backward or forward. 



FORMATION OF BATTALION OF TEN COM- 
PANIES, 600 STRONG. 



les^^ 



I grenadier -* 
The battalion is J g battalion ' 
10 companies \ ,. , . ^ 

' • light infantry 



Each company con- 
fiftsof 



3 officers 
3 ferjeants 
3 corporals 
drummers 
privates 



\ 3 cor 

I a dru 

LS7P" 



The grenadier and light infantry companies are alfo 
called flank companies. They have each two lieute- 
nants, but no enfign; they have alfo each an extra 
drummer. 
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DETAIL OF THE REGIMENT. 
FIELD OFFICERS. 

* One colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, (all 
captains of connpanies) feven captains, one captain-lieu- 
tenant, eleven lieutenants, eight enfigns.f 

STAFF OFFICERS. 

One adjutant, one pay-mafter, one quarter-mafter, 
one furgeon, one mate, all muftered in the colonel's com« 
pany. 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 
One ferjeant-major, onequarter-mafter-ferjeant, (muf« 
. tered in the cbloitel's company] thirty ferjeants, and thirty 
corporals. 

DRUMMERS. 

One drum-major, twenty-one drummers and fifers. 

PRIVATES. 
Five hundred and feventy. 

* Many corps have for their Commandants, officers of no higher 
rank in the army than that of lieutenant- colon el, major, or captain 2 
yet whatever is the rank of the commandant, he is poifefled of all die 
authority of colonel in the corps which he commands. A lieu* 
tenant colonel does not fucceed to every prerogative of his colonelia, 
the abfence of the latter— for inftance, ne cannot reduce a non-com* 
miifioned officer at difcretion, without the fentence of a court-' 
martial; neither can he recommend officers for promotion,, or 
approve of purchafers, whilft the colonel is within ttic kingdcni. 

fnT/iamfru 

f By a late regulation, field officers have no companies : thero 
are ten captains^ twelve lieutenants^ but no captain lieutenantt 
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When tbecotppaniet join, and the battalion isfonned, 
diere is to be no interval between any of thefii,^every 
part of the front of the battalion (hould be equally ftrong. 

The companies will draw up as follows, from right 
to left. Grenadiers, ift captain and major, 4th and 
5di captain, 3d and 6th captain^ 2d captain and lieute- 
nant-colonel, light company.* The (rolonel's company 
takes place according to the rank of his captain. 

The four cldcft captains are on the right of grand- 
divifions. Officers commanding companies or platoons 
are all on the right" of the front rank of their refpe6HV« 
ones/ The regiment will be divided into two wing^, 
right and left wing; four grand-divifions, eight com- 
panies or platoons, fixteen fub-divlfions, atid thirty-two 
feftions; when the companies are very ftrong, each 
company will be divided into two platoons. 

When the 10 companies are with the battalion, they 
may then, for the purpofes of firing or deploying, be 
divided into five grand-divifions from right to left. 

The battalion companies will be numbered from the 
right to the left, i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 ; the fub-divifions 
will be numbered, i, 2, of each; the fedions will be 
numbered i, 2, 3, 4, of each i the files of companies wiU 

* In militia regiments, where the captain-lieutenant is always 
junior to every captain of a company, the colonel's company is the 
right or left center company. 
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atfo be numbeired i, iz, 3^ 4, tec. The grenadier'iincl 
light companies will be numbered feparately in the fame 
manner, ahd with the addition of thofe dtftin£tions. 

Thefe feveral appellations will be prefervedj whether 
faced toifpnt or rear. ' 

The companies muft be equalized in point of num- 
bers, at all times when the battalion is formed for field 
movement. 

A man from each company, with a corporal to com- 
mand them, are feie£led for pioneers ; they are under the 
dire£lidn of the quarter-mafter. 

The field oflBcers and the adjutant are mounted. * 

Flank officers are to wear wings and not epaulets. 

The field officers are ordered by the regulation to 
wear two epaulets each, as their diftinguifhidg mark.* 

The colours are carried by the two youngeft enfigns 
in moft regiments. 

One officer is on the right of the front rank of 
each company or platoon, and one on the left of the 
battalion.. 

In general, officers remain pofted with their proper 
companies, but commanding officers will occafionally 
make fuch changes as they may find necefTary. 

* The grenadier officers ia feveral regiments wear two epau- 
lets, with embroidered grenadoes on them. There are fbme ad- 
jutants who afiefl: to wear two epaulets ; all which is contrary t# 
regulationi 
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The commanding officer is the only officer advanced 
in front, for the general purpofc of exercifc when the 
battalion is fingle; in the march in line and in the 
firings he is in the rear of the colours. 



BATTALION IN CLOSE ORDKR. 

Ranks are at the diflance of one pace> fupernu- 
pierary rank 3 paces from the rear rank, major and 
adjuunt 6 paces in the rear of the 3d and 6th com- 
panies. 

Lieutenaot-colonel 6 paces behind the rear, in lint 
with the major and adjutant. 

Pioneers 2 deep> 9 paces behind the rear rank. 
: . Drummers 6 paces behind the rear rank of the 2d and 
7th companies, grenadier and light infantry drummers 6 
paces behind their refpedlve companies. 

The mufic 3 paces behind the pioneers; Staff 3 paces 
behind the mufic. 

The colours are placed in the center of the battalion, 
j^nd mark the two wings. . 

X2 
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Of the officers appointed to carry the colours, the 
etdeft carries the king's, the youngeft the regimental 
colour. 

Whenever the right wing advances or retires, the 
king's colour accompanies it on its flank, to it the men's 
f yes are direSed as their point of dreffing. 

In the fame manner the regimental colour accompa«> 
nies the left wing. 

The company on the right of the colours is called the 
right center company, the company on the left of the 
colours is called the left center company. 

The colours are in the front rank, between the 4th 
2(nd 5th battalion companies, each covered by a non- 
commtilldned o^Rcer; one directing ferjeaqt is in the 
front rank betwixt the colours, he is covered by a fecond 
in the rear rank, and by a third in the fupernumerary 
rank; the fole bufinefs of thefe 3 ferjeants is, when 
the battalion moVbs in line, to advance and dire£t the 
march. 

The march of the battalion in Line, either to front 
or rear, being the moji important and moft dijSicult of all 
movements, every attention of officers and men becomes 
peculiarly neceflary. 

To attain this end, direding ferjeants muft be- well 
trained to this peculiar objedl, on whofe exa£tnefs of ca^r 
dence, ftep, fquarenefs of body, and precifion of move* 
ment^ depen^ance can be had* 
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MANNER OF TELLING OFF THE BATTALION. 

The companies from right to left are told ofF into 
right and left companies, thus: the grenadiers, 2d, 4th, 
6th, 8th, are czWed^right companies; and the ift, 3d, 5th, 
7th, light infantry, are called left^ or alternate companies ; 
each company is divided into right and left fub-divifions, 
each fub-divifjon into right and left feSions; there (hould 
be four files, at leaft. In a feSion ; if, however, the com- 
pany is not ftrong enough to have four fe£lions, it fhould 
be divided into three fedions, each of which ought to 
have five files. 



WORDS OF COMMAND TO BE GIVEN IN TRYING THE 
BATTALION AFTfiR IT HAS BEEN TOLD OFF. 



ORDER — arms 
s HO VLD £ R — arms 
ORDER — arms 
SHOULDER-— ar9»« 
onBER^^arms 
SHOULDER — arms 



1 . Right companies, | 

9> Left companies^ 1 

8. Right fedions^ 5 

4. Left fcaions. joRDEE-«n«* 

C SHOULDER— izrm^ 

6. Right-hand men of grand- ( order — arms 

divifions, i shoulder — arms 

6. I^eft-hand men of grand- C order— ari»j 

. divifiOD8> ( 8HOULDER-^arMJ« 



( I'ss 



7. Right-hand men of com- r order — arms 

panics, \ shoulder— arm* 

8. Right-hand men of Tub- f order — arms 

divifions and fedions, ( shoulder— anw* 



g. Left-hand men of fab-dU C order — arms 
viiions, I shoulder — arms 

0. Right-hand men of fee- C order— ar;w5 

tions, (. shoulder— flrw* 

1. Left-hand-mjsn of fee- f order — artns 

tions, ( shoulder — arms 

ORDER — arms 



12. Right files, ^ j 

13. Left files, 1° 

t 5] 



SHOULDER — arms 

RDER — arms 
SHOULDER — arms 



14. Firft grand-divifion, 

15. Second grand-divifion, (^ order— am^ 

16. Third grand-divifion, 

17. Fourth grand-divifion. 



( ORD 
L SHO 



ULDER — arms 



18, Right wkig, i 

19. Left wing, j^ 



ORDER— arm* 
. SHOULDER— ar»w 

ORDER — arms 
. SHOULDER— ar^^ 

The officers fliould alfo anfwer to their numbers, 
for the opening of a column, and for all their different 
firings. 

Too much attention cannot be given in telling the 
battalion ofF corredlly. 

Plate 8 may be fatisfa£lory perhaps to (hew the firing 
ef eight companies. 



( 159 ) 

Sometimes the wings fire independently of each other 
by fub-divifions or companies, as if each wing was a fe- 
parate battalion. 

In firing by fub-divifions, when one fires, the next 
prefents^ when one prefents^ the next is readyy thus keep- 
ing up an inceflant fire. 

The paufe betwixt each of the firing words, Maif 
Ready, Prefent — Fire^ is the fame as the ordinary time, 
viz. the 75th part of a minute, and no other paufe is to 
be made betwixt the words. 

In firing by grand- diviftons, three paufcs will be made 
betwixt the fire of each divifion and the mah ready of the 
fucceeding one. 

In platoon firing, two paufes will be made. 

In firing by wings, one wing will make ready the iu- 
fiant the other is (houldering. 

In firing companies by files, each company fires in- 
dependent, when the right files prefent, the next make 
ready, and fo on. After the firft fire, each man as hs 
loads comes to a recover, and the file again fires without 
waiting for any other ; the rear rank men are to havt 
their eyes on their front rank men, and be guided by, and 
prefent with them. 

The advance of the battalion (hould inftantly fuc* 
ceed the forming of the linej and when it arrives and 
halts at the point where it is to fire, the firing ought 
injiantly to commence at the word Hah ; for, the bat- 
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talton having been apprized, during the march, of the 
nature of the required firing, no improper delay need 
therefore be made. 

The line, if retiring, HaltSj Fronts^ at one command, 
and inftantly. begins firing, from the center and not 
from the flanks. In other cafes, and in fuccefSve forma- 
tions, it may begin from whatever divifion firft arrives, 
and halts on its ground. 

FIRINGS. 
OBJECTS OF FIRE. 

1. The chief obje£t of the fire againfl cavalry is to 
keep them at a diftance, and to deter them from the at- 
tack; as their movements are rapid, a refer ve is always 
kept up. But when fire commences againft infantry, 
it cannot, confiftcnt with order, and other circumftances, 
be too heavy or too quick while it lafls, and till the enemy 
is beaten or repulfed. 

2. The fire of three ranks flanding is hardly, with our 
prefent arms, to be required, efpecially if the ground 
ihould be broken, and that the foldiers are loaded with 
knapfacks. 

DEFENSIVE FIRE. 

3. Where infantry are pofled on heights that are to 
be defended by the fire of mufquetry, the front rank 
will kneel, that one third of the fire that may be given 
fliould not be lofl, for otherwife the rear rank in fu|ch 
fituation could not fufiiciently incline their pieces to 
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rafe the flope. As foldiers generally preCbnt too high, 
and as fire is of the greateft confequehGe to troops 
that arc on the defenfive, and who are pofted if poffible 
on commanding grounds, the habitual mode of firing 
(hould therefore be rather at a low level than a high 
onet ftnd the fire of the front rank knee&ng being the 
moft efficacious, as being the moft rafing) (hould not 
be difpenfed with when it can be fafely and ufefully em* 
ployed. 

IN LINE ADVAXCING. 

4. When infantry marches in line to attack an enemy, 
and in advancing makes ufe of its fire; it is perhaps bet- 
ter to fire the two firfl ranks only ftanding, refervkig the 
tbird, than to make the front rank kneel and to fire the 
whole ; but volleys fired at a confiderable diftance, or on 
a retiring eneny> may be given by the three ranks, the 
front oiie kneeling. 

PLATOON FIRING. 

5. A line poftet^ or arriving at a fixed fituation, 
urill fire by pleioonsy each baitalioo indq)endent, and 
fttcb firing generally commencing from the center of 
each. The firfl fire of each battalion will be regular, 
and eflablifh intervals; after the fir/l fire^ each pla- 
toon (hall continue to fire as foon as it is loaded, 

y 
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independent and as quick as it can, till the battalion or 
line is ordered to ceafe. 



ind|:pendent, or file firing. 

6. If behind a parapet, hedge, or abbatis, the two 
firft ranks only can Hre, and fuch firing may be file 
firings and made deliberate and coo), the two men of 
the fame file always firing together; it may. begin 
from the right or left of platoons, and fhould be taught 
in fituations adapted to it, not in open ground. 
Should the parapet, hedge, or abbatis, be but little 
laifed, platan firing may be ufed. 

Troops fhould be pra£kifed often in executing the 
running or hilUhaude fire ; this independent firing 
fhould begin on the flank files, and when once 
mounted, continued without the foldier being {ub« 
jc£l to any other rules than keeping filcnce, for this 
fort of firing is the only one which infantry fhould 
make ufe of in engagements ; a volunteer fire is the 
mofl lively, and more flaughtering than any; it emu- 
lates and warms the foldier, and renders him infenfible 
to danger ; the grand pofnt is to accuflom troops to 
leave it oflf*, when a fignal is given, and afterwards 
remain fileht.* 

♦ Guibert. 
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OBLIQUE FIRING. 

7. Oblique firing by battalions is advantageous on 
many occafions, as when it is proper, or that time does 
not allow to give an oblique dire£lion to part of a line, 
or that their fire can in this manner be thrown againfl: 
the opening of a defile, the flanks of a column, or againft 
cavalry or infantry that diredl their attack on fome par- 
ticular battalion or portion of the line, 

REGULARITY OF FIRING, 

8. As long as the fire by battalion, half battalion, 
or companies, can be kept up regular, it is highly 
advantageous, and can be at any time flopped ; but, 
fliould file-firing be allowed, and once begun, unlefs 
troops are exceeding cool and well difciplined, it will be 
difficult to make it finifh, and to make them advance in 
order; 

When a line halts at its points of firing, no time is 
to be loft in fcrupulous drefling, and the fire is in- 
ftantly to commence. But a line that halts, and is 
not to fire, or when its firing ceafes after the halt, 
may immediately be ordered to drefs from colours to 
colours. 

The greateft care is to be taken by the officers, &c. 
"\n the rear, wbofe principal attention this is, that the 
rear ranks are well locked up in the firings, and that 

V ;2 
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in loading they do not fall back;--too much attention 
cannot be paid to this eflentlal obje6l. 

STREET FIRING. 

On this head the Rules and Regulations are filent. 
I quote» with a little deviation, from Bland, 4th 
edition, 1740, article the 7th, p« 86. 

" Street Firing is fo called from being obliged 
to engage in a ftreet, highway, lane, or narrow paf- 
fage, where ne more than 10, 12, 16, or 20 Hies can 
march in front; Ya that according to the breadth of 
the place, the platoons muft be fironger or weaker, 

** When the column is in motion, and arrived where 
the firing is to begin, the' commanding oiEcer from, 
the rear gives the word halt, the officer command* 
ing the platoon inftantly gives the words ready^ 
prefentj /r^— Recover — arms^ Outwards, facer-^ 
QviCK— march. 

** At the word recover arms^ the platoon immediately 
in the rear of the one that has fired, recover their 
arms al/b, and cock, and when their front is open 
by the march of the others down their flanks, thej 
march on with recovered arms, until they receive 
from their officer the words Halty Prejintj Fire^ and 
fo on. 

" As foon as the platoon has got down the flanks, 
It muft form inftantly in the rear, and immediately 
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prime and load without halting^ kteping alvrayt their 
exa<Sl diftance from the divifion before them, which 
would not be the cafe if diey halted to load and 
fhoulder. 

" When this is to be put in praftice on real fer-. 
Vice, the front of the platoons mufi: not be equal to the 
breadth rf the place it is to engage im; but there muft 
be a finall fpace of ground or interval left on the 
Hanks, that thofe who have fired may have room to 
march back and form in the rear. 

** It is in this manner, when" there is not time to 
raife a breaft-work, that a pafs, bridge, road, ot 
ttntity is to be maintained againft die enemy, by the 
platoon fuftaining one another, and firing in their 
turn, whicfa^ may be continued as kng as diere is 
oocifiott, afanoft without intenniffion, by^ one batta* 
Hon only. 

In firing as ad)0ve defcribed, the colours, &c. muft 
at die ficft be placed in the rear, and kept there by the 
fitib-divifions, as they come down the flanks after firing, 
fonofng conftantiy in their fronts till die whole bitfinefs 
is over. 

There are, however, different methods of rettrii^ 
the platoons from the front to the rear. 

Some are inftrufled, after the word fire, to recover 
aims, and wheel out the platoon by fub-diyifions from 
right to left, load, and remain in that pofition till 
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the laft platoon pailes them, when they wheel back 
and form. 

Another method, fuppofing the fireet to be filled 
by the platoon, and no room left on the flanks^ then 
by throwing back or retiring a center fedion of each 
platoon, the retiring platoon may pafs through the 
center of the column to the rear ; it looks well, and 
has a good efFe£t on a day of parade, but it is too com- 
plicated to be attempted with fafety in the face of an 
enemy. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

There is no doubt but that the fire of the mofquetrjr 
ikiay be reduced to- a theory ; but far from that being 
the cafe, the foldier has no principle given him, for 
let the diftance or fituation of the obje£i:s be what they- 
may, he fires at random. It is principally owing to. 
the exercife of the target being fo little praflifed, that Ais^ 
ignorance and deficiency of principle is fo feverely felt. 

In our firings the foldier is inftru£led always to 
fire low, yet no reafon is given him why it (hould 
be {oy but that the ball rifes. To confider this a 
moment;— ^The line of level* and the line of firet 

» Line of Level is the flraight line by which is feen the obje6l: oa 
which the ball (hould be carried to. 
t Line of Fire, a ilraight line which rcprefents the axl$ of the 



( i67 ) 

are by no means parallel, for according to the dif- 
ferent weights of metal which the barrel has at his 
breeching,* and at its aperture, fo they defcribe ai& 
angle more or lefs acute beyond the tube. As the 
eye feeks its aim from the length of the line of level, 
it is, therefore, fixed at the exterior of the barrel. 
But entirely different to this principle, the motional 
body, the bullet, is impelled from the interior part of 
the inftrument, and the length of the line of fire, 
therefore the line of level and the line of fire cut each 
other. From the law of attra£lion impofed on all 
bodies obliquely thrown, at its delivery from the 
mouth of the cylinder, the bullet or ball defcribes a 
Curve, which rifing from the muzzle cuts the line of 
level at a fmall diftance from the mouth of the bar- 
1^1 : it will, at about the diftance of 60 toifes, or 360 
feet, be found to be at a foot and a half, or two feet, 
its greateft elevation above the line of level. From 
thence drawn to the earth by gravitation, to which 
all bodies are fubjeded, it again inclines to the former 
line, and at the diftance of about 120 toifes, cuts it a 
fecond- time ; it is this fecond point of interfeflion 
which is called the muiket (hot, or point blanks after 
which the bullet finifhes to defcribe its parabola to the 

• To remedy this uncertainty, the Germans, who are fo famous 
for their point blank ihots, have their rifle barrels of the fame weight 
6f metal, the whole length of the tube. 
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cod of its fall. What is here faid is a common property 
lo all fire*arms. 

' It follows, that to make the ball arrive at the mark 
intended, the fight muft not be always precifely levelled 
at that mark! SuppoTe a mark fix feet high, divided 
into three equal parts; if the diftance from it is 50 or 60 
toiies, or 360 feet, then to ftrike the upper dimenfioa, aim 
muft be taken at the middle one, two feet under the 
mark ; if meant to ftrike the middle, aim muft be taken 
at the lower dimenfion, &c. 

If at 100 toiies, the aim muft be taken one foot below 
d)e mark in order to hit it. 

If the diftance is more than xoo toifes» to ftrike 
any of tbedimenfions, aim muft be taken ab»vi the 
mark, and (b keep raifing in proportion to the diftance. 

8uppofe a battalion of the enemy in front, if at 300 
toifes diftance, aim fliould be taken three feet over ibc 
battalion. 

If at 200 toifes diftance, about a foot and a half. 

If at 150, aim fibould be taken at their hats. 

If at 100, the middle cf the body, &c« 

Although the horizontal (hot of a nuiiket may be com- 
puted al iSo toifes, yet where the fire of a line of infan* 
try can have ejfe^t, it is feldom more than at 80 toifes, or 
1 60 yards*. 

♦ See Guibcrt^ V. i, p. 157. 
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To ftcilitate the loading quick. General Blano 
recommends the cartridges to be made up with fuch ex-^ 
adnefS) that after they are placed in the muzzlei one 
thump with the butt-end on the ground will make them 
run down to the breech of the barrel, which, he obferves, 
will fave the time ufually taken up in ramming. He goes 
on to/ay, << but as the ramming down of the cartridge is, 
in my opinion, very necefiary, I muft beg leave to offer 
fome obje£tions againft the difufing it." After giving 
many reafons to prefer ufing the ramrod, he fays, <* For 
diefe reafons, when the men are not prejfed too clofe by the 
enemy, the ramming down of the cartridge ihould not be 
omitted on fervice." 

It appears probable, therefore, that in General Bland's 
time the foldier feldom drew his ramrod in battle, and it 
is evident that it was not, as is now the cafe, thought to 
be indifpeniable. 

Some German regiments have their ramrods equally 
thick at both ends, which prevents the neceffity of turn- 
ing them, and being confequencly heavier than ours, one 
ram down is fufficient. 
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FORM OF A REVIEW OF A BATTALION 
V OF INFANTRY. 



BATTALION IN OPEN ORDER* 

Colour* and oflBcers are three paces in the front. 

Captains cover the (econd file from the right pf their 
companies* 

Lieutenants the fecond from the lefti and the enfigns 
oppoiite the center of their refpedive companies* 

The mufic form between the colours and the front 

tmk* 

: Covering ferjeants replace their ofBcers. 
^ f^ioo^^s ^e fiK paces behind the center of the rear 
rank. 

Driwmeri tak^e the iame diftance behind their refpec- 
tivf8 dWfifWfe 

The major is on horfeback on the righty dreffing with 
the line of officers. 

The adjutant mounted, is on the left, dreffing with the 
front rank. 

The ftafF place themfelves on the right of the front 
rank of the grenadiers. 

The lieutenant-colonel and colonel, difmounted, ad- 
vance before the colours, the colonel four paces and the 
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licittenant-colonel two paces from (hem, the lieutenant- 
colonel in the rear of the colcmely and on his left. 

N. B. The drummers, for (hew, may be, and gene- 
rally are divided on the twoSanks^ the pioneers on the 
right of the ftafF. 

Four camp colours are to be placed fo as to form a 
fquare, round the angles of which the wheelings are to be 
made. 

A fifth camp colour is to be placed 80 or 100 paces in 
front of the center of die battalion, where the general is 
fiippofed to take his ftation ; and a fixthat the (ame dif- 
tance, in the rear of the battalion, and oppofite to the one 
rn the front ; but although the general may cfaoofe to quit 
that pofition, ftill the colour is to be confidered as the 
point to which all movements and formations are relative. 
The colour muft be fo placed, that the right flank of the 
divifions, when marching paft in review, fhall be about 
four yards diftant from the general. 



RECEIVING THE OENERAL. 

When the reviewing general is within 50 or 60 paces 
of the center, he will be received with a general' falute: 
the colondl, with bis back to the regiment, gives the 
words— 

Present — Arm$. 
z 2 
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The men prefent arms, and the officers falutes the 
mufic will play, and the drums beat. 

The officers in faluting, take their time from the 
flugeUman\ as he comes to the foi%e^ they bring their 
fivords to the recover ; as he finks his firelock to the lafl: 
motion of die prefent^ they drop the points of their fwords ; 
when he comes to the fhoulder, they bring their fwords 
to the recover; and then taking their time from thecolo* 
nel, bring them gracefully aci'ofs their bodies to the port, 
and remain perfe^Iy fteady and fquare to the front. 
The colours only (alute fuch perfons as from their rank| 
and by regulations, are entitled to it. 

The Colonel gives the word— Shoulder — 
^rms. 

While the general is going round the battalion, every 
perfon remains perfeflly fteady j no compliment is 
paid. 

The mufic will play wid the drums beat, they will 
ceafe as fbon as the general has returned to the right 
flank of the battalion. 

While the general is proceeding to place himfelf in the 
front, the colonel turns to the regiment and gives the 
words— - 

Rear Ranks — Take Close Order.— 'iJ/^r^A. 
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The colonel and lieutenant-colonel will then mount on 
horfeback in the rear of the center. The colonel gives 
the words, 

Companies, on the Left Backwards Wheel. 

Pioneers and mufic are ordered to the head of the co- 
lumn, officers commanding companies muft be very 
attentive when they give the words Jlalt^ -Dr^/}, to fee 
that they are well obeyed. 

Column,— AforrA. 

The companies wheel fucceffively at the firft and fecond 
angles of the ground. 

When the leading company has made the fecond wheel, 
it brings them on the line on which they pafs the general ; 
each leader of a company, when it has advanced fix paces 
from the wheeling point, changes quickly by the rear to 
the right flank of his company, and gives the words Eyes 
Right — then. Rear Ranks — Take Open order — the 
mufic begins to play, the officers move three paces in 
front of the company, dividing the ground equally, the 
captain on the right, the lieutenant on the left, and the 
enfign in the center. 

The captain's place is fupplied on the right flank by 
his covering ferjeant, who is refponfible for keeping 
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the company at the proper wheeling diftancefrom the 
one preceding it. 

The colonel is at the head of the grenadiers or 
leading company, with the major a little behind him 
on his left. 

The mudc are in two ranks, fix paces before the 
colonel. 

The pioneers are in two ranks, fix paces before 
the mufic, having a corporal at their head to lead 
them. 

The drummers and fifers are on the left flank of 
their refpe£live companies, and the fupernumerary 
ferjeants three paces in the rear of their feveral divi- 
fions. 

The lieutenant-colonel is in the rear of the light 
company, the adjutant a little behind him on his left. 
The colours are three paces behind the 4th battalion 
company, covered by their ferjeants; Staff-officers 
do not march paft. 

The officers, when within fix paces of the general, 
prepare to falute by recovering* their fwords : they 
drop them when in a line with the general, and reco* 
ver them when ten paces from him, and then bring 

* Recovering fwords, is bringing them to the foi:ce^ the hilt to the 
face, the thumb of an equal height with the eyes, the fword held 
perpendicular, the elbow clofe to the body, and the left hand hang- 
ing down clofe to the fide. 
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them to the port, without in the leaft altering the 
rate of march, or impeding the front ranks of their 
companies. 

The commanding officer, when he has fainted at 
the head of the column, places himfelf near the ge- 
neral, and remains there till the rear has marched paft* 
The drummers give a roll each, when the officers of 
their own companies falute. 

The officers commanding companies will, each fuc* 
eeffively, when he has pafled the general by 30 pace8» 
give the words— Rear Ranks, Take Clofe Order^ 
and will immediately (hift to the left (the proper pivot ;) 
officers bring their fwords to the advance, and each 
individual of the company refumes the pod which he 
held when the column was firft put in motion. 

When the third wheel is completed by all the com* 
panies, and the leading company is near to where the 
left of the battalion ftood in its original pofition, the 
colonel gives the word Halt^ the whole halt, MuGc 
ceaies. 

Support — Arms^ — Quick— Aiirr^. 
The whole march ofF in quick time.— No mufic. 

MARCHING PAST IN QUICK TIME. 

The column makes three fcveral wheels, viz.— at 
the point wliere the left of the battalion firft flood, 
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at the point where the firft wheel was made, and jud 
before making the third wheel, the colonel gives the 
word, 

Carry — Arms, 

When the third wheel is completed, which places 
the column on the line of paffing die general, the 
mufic begins to play. The leading oflScer of each 
company fliifts to its right, by its rear, giving the 
word, E^es RigAty and when he has paiTed the general 
30 paces, he will refume his proper pivot flank, giving 
the word, Eyis Lefu 

The fupernumerary officers and ferjeants march in 
a rank, in the rear of their feveral companies, at one 
pace from the rear rank, and officers' fwords are car- 
ried (leadily againfl the right fhoulder. 

The colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, and adju. 
tant are in the fame places as in marching pafl in ordi- 
nary time ; as alfo drummers, pioneers and mulic. 

In marching paft in quick time, no compliment is 
paid by officers. 

When the head of the column approaches to the 
left of the ground on which it originally flood, the 
mufic will ceafe. The colonel gives the word 

Halt — and after a paufe, March, 
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The men carry their arms, and the column takes up 
the ordinary march, for the purpofe of moving on an 
ah'gnment. 

When at the point on the left of the alignment, each 
officer gives thewords— ffo/f— £^ Whtel^ HaltyDrefsy 
Martb.—\t is fcarce necefTary to ob&rve, that thefe 
words are repeated at every wheeling point. 

The column prolongs the alignment, till arrived at the 
point where it's head or right is to be placed, viz. 
where it originally flood. The Colonel dien gives the 
word. 

Halt. 

Pivots are corrected if neceflary, but fhould be done 
htftantly ; and if poffible ought to be avpided, as nothing 
can more clearly point out how badly difciplined, and how 
inattentive the commanding officers of companies mud 
be, when this operation is neceflary to be done in the 
face of the General. 

C0MPA.NIES TO THE Left— Wheel into 
Line. < » • - • : '• 
Pioneers and mufic now go to thefir pofts behind 
the center, officers move to the front of their com- 
panies. 

Quick — March. 
When the line is formed, the colonel cautions the 
battalion, that it will perform the Manual and Pla- 

A A 
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toon Exercrfc. He immedfeitely'-gttei to the fear, «ind 
the Major advances to ^ front df die batHlHoiH »nd 
gives the words of command. 

I , R^ aU R^^itS'— r ake open OB.B«ii-*7iWir^>5, 

SHOtrLDjETR-i-if/IWS. 

(^FfictKS—Tah Po/l in the Re/ar. 
Officers reoover ^eir (^^prds aoid &ce to the right. 

March. 
Officers, colours, &c. msirch through the feveral 
inlejfvaSs occujned by ifae ferjeaiits, lihree paces ^^'- 
yondjdbfertafnirf:. 

'"Ermt. .■ : 

The officers^ ftbtft, ahd brkig iktait fwortfs to thl^ 
port. 

The connna/iding -officer, Jieutenant^olenel, «d* 
jutant, pioneers, mufic, fupernumerary ferjeants, drum- 
mers, ^and ,fifers> ^e at their ppfts in the rear, as when 
the l]^ttalLon is £prn>ed at clofe order, where they remain 
perfedly fteady. 

The Major proceeds with the manual as dtre^ii 
by regulation, pbleirving'that tteTroitt rank only comes 
down , to the tajl pdfition ^f ^he charge bayonets, the 
others remain ported, The ferjeants who pfcfervc in 
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the front rank iM Prices of the pkitooa officers, remain 
there fteady during the whole of the manu^, exeept, 
thai tbey charge their pikes at the fame tknc as tl^e bay- 
onets; aiyl when the manual 19 oY«^,t the Major gives 
theword»s . 

Rear Ranks, take close Order — March. 

Officers, ferjeants, colours, and ei'ery other indi- 
vidual take their places, as when the battalion is at 
clofc order. The Major then gives the- word, . 

PLATOON, E2CERCISE. 

When finilhed, thf Ma jot goQs to hi^ poft, the Co- 
lonel conies into the fronty.and giv^. the; W(H^> 

With Cartridge — Prime and Load. 

And then commence the ordered movemcijts. 

The flugel man ftands oppofite the cpnter of ^he bat- 
talion, with his front to the General, and goes through 
the motions as directed for. the manual exercife, &c» of 
courfe he is not to perform any of what arp called the 
flugel mgtions. 
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MANUAL EXERCISE. 

Words of , • 

Command. 

1. Order — Arms<^ . • . • j motions. 

2. Yix^BayonetSj ..... t 

3. Shoulder — JrmSf - - - . i 

4. Present— -//r^j, - - - * j 

5. Shoulder — Jrms^ ... 2 
f Rear Ranks will come to the port only. 

c Charge— J5^««^/x, - - • - z 
7. Shoulder — Jrms^ - - - 2 

Total 14 



PLATOON EXERCISE. 

I. Make— -R^^^, - - - - 1 motioiis. 

2c Pre/enty ----- ..j 

3. /'/V^, ...-.--- I 

4. HAUDLE-^^Cartridgi ... 2 

5. Pr/»«^, --- ----3 

6. i^tf^/, -- -----3 

7. DtLAvr^'-Ramrcdsj - . - 2 

8. Ram down — Cartridgey - - 4 

9. Return — Ramrods^ - . . 2 
10. Shoulder— ^r;/zx, - - . i 

Total 20 
The time is three feconds between each motioni both 
in the manual and platoon exercife. 
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PERFORMING 



THE 



EIGHTEEN MANCEUVRES, 



SOME NECESSARY OBSERVATIONS. 

The commander of the Battalion in the remainder ctf 
tbii work^ tvIU be qalied ^he Chikf. 

Each officer cormnandixig a company will be called The 
Captain. 

Captains and their covering ferjeants are on the pivot 
flanks of their companies when in column -, on the Left 
when the Right is in front 5 on the Ri^ht when the Left is 
front. 

Colours, fupernumerary officers, and ferjeants, are oh 
the reverfe flank of the clofe column. 

The Chief is in the front of the column, next to the 
leading officer. 

The refl of the mounted officers, mu6cj drummers, ao4 
pioneers, are in the rear of the column. 

The Chief gives all his commands from the rear of the 
battalion. 

The figures at the bottom of the pages refer to the Sec- 
tions in the Rules and Regulations. 
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. . • ■ VI.- , • »■ .■ ,r . . . J 

FTRST MAN(EtrVRE. 



Cloje Column hn a rear Dici/ton. (Plate 9-) 

. The BATTALioisr wii-l poem a close 
Column of t^oMPANiES i^ rear, o]i?, the. 

REMA'lNING^C6MPAT^IEST--RlGHT--^i^Ce. 

All the coni^panLeSt Qxcq)t. the ^rehadiers^ face to tbs 
right. [The Captams and .their coverlo^ fcrjeants pdl 
tfaejnfelye3 at the head of. their, filos ready to leadi tWQ 
or three ieaduBg filesi of each con^any difengage a lixtic 
tothcjight. . ,j , .^ 

The jcaptain of the jgrenadiercompapy, with .his 
covering ferjeant, ihi'fts to the left of his coa>pany« 
the pivot flank. The Chief then gives the word#^ 

"ChJicK — March. 

All the coD:\panies, except the grenadiers, ftep o(F 
at once, and move on in file till they come near the 
company to be formed on, when the ferjeants ivho 

Sec. 147, 149, 150; 
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were leading the files, ftep brifkly forward to mark 
the fituation of their companies in the r perpendicular 
of the front of the colunrn; the covering ferjeant of 
the firft company baits one pace in the rear of the 
covering ferjeant of the grenadier company, carefully 
covering him, and ftanding perfedly fqtiare in his 
own perfon; his own captaip alfo halts clofe to him, 
and allows his company to move on in the rear ^ of 
the ferjeant) taking care that the right hand or lead^ 
ing file of the company does not pafs beyond, but 
mark time when he comes up to the ' right-hand file 
of the grenadiers; as foon, therefore, as the. captain 
iees'^at the left-hand file of his company is in with 
his covering ferjeant, he' inTfiandy gives the word, 
Haltj Front; Eyes — £5^, 'and having drefled his com- 
pany correftly on his covering ferjeant, he gives the 
word, EyeS'^-^Frontj takes his proper poft, which his 
feijeant had kept for him, who immediately covers 
him, while th^ captain himfelf correctly covers the 
captain and covering ferjeant of the grenadier com- 
pany. " 

In this manner each fuccceding company proceeds 
till the column is completely formed. 

The colours precede the 5th company, and remain 
on its reverfe flank, covered by their fcrjeants. 

The clofe column is now formed, with the right in 
front; 
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The Chief gives the word, 
Form Column 05 Grand Divisions. 

(Plate 10.) 

At this caution, all fupernumeraries, but not the cohursy 
go to the rear of the column, if not there already. 

Left Companies— L^PT—lTafce. 

The left companies immediately face, always to the 
pivot flank, and their captains take one fide ftep to the 
right, fo as to be clear of their rank. 

March. 

The captains ftand faft, the ferjeants conducEt the 
diviHons, and the captain of each, when it has cleared 
the ftanding divifion, gives the word Halt^ Fronts Drefsi 
he then fteps nimbly to the 3d file of the ftanding com- 
pany, and from that gives the ,word, March — Halt^ 
Drefs. . ^ 

The captains commanding the Right companies are 
now on the right of each grand-diviiion, the captains 
comnMtnding the Left companies are on the left of 
each grand-divifion, their intervals being kept by their 
ferjeants. 

B B 
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Column will close to the Fkont. 

(Plate II.) 

March. 

All the divifions ftep ofF, except the front one, and 
each divifion, when within one pace of the divifion in its 
front, gets the word, Halty Drefsy from the pivot cap- 
It tain of each divifion. The clofe column of grand-divi- 
iions is now formed, and ready to march or deploy. 

The colours are with their proper divifion in the co- 
lumn, and that divifion muft, of courfe, out-dank on the 
hand, not the pivot.* 

The Chief then gives the word : 

The Column will take Ground to the 
Right, and on the Marj::h deploy on 

THE REAR GrAND DiVISION. (PlatC 12.) 

At this caution a ferjeant immediately fteps oat 
from the rear divifion, and places himfelf on the pivot 
flank of the front grand- divifion, and follows it in 
file; when the rear grand-divifion is halted, this fer«« 
jeant halts alfo, and inftantly fronts, remaining per- 

• Some regiments leave a fpace between the 3d and 4th grand- 
divifions for the colours, to avoid the ovit- flanking. 
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f(C&\y fteady to mark the ground for the rear grand- 
iivi&oa tp march up to. 

The Chief gives the word, 
Right — Face. 
The column faces to the right. 

Quick— Afore//. 

The Chief gives the word for each grand-divifion to 
Halty Front. 

When the column has marched as far as the Chief 
fees neceffary, generally 20 or 30 paces, he gives the 
word, 

Rear Grand-division— ifo/Z—i^row^ 

And when he fees that the diviilon immediately 
before the rear one has cleared its front, he gives the 
word. 

Fourth Grand-division— Halt, Fronts 

As foon as the rear grand- divifion, after it has 
received the word Halu Front j finds its flank free by 
the Halt^ Fronts of the divifion that was immediately 
before it, at that inflant the captain on the lift gives it 
the vfovi— March, 

The grand-divifion marches fleadily till it places its 
pivot-flank, (the left) clofe to the feijeant who had 
fiept out to mark the ground for it} it then receives 
BB 2 
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the word, Halt^ Drefs^ from the captain on the Left\ 
he drefles the grand-divifion, from the (tanding ferjeant, 
{the point of appui) to the camp colourj (the point of 
formation) on the right ; as foon as the drefEng is finifhcd, 
he fhifts to the right of his company. 

The rear grand-divifion being drefled, the fourth 
grand-dividon is marched up and dreiTed on it, exa£Uy as 
the rear one had dreflTed on th^ (landing ferjeant, and fo 
the third, fecond, and firft, till all are in line. If the de- 
ployment be corredlly made, the firft grand-divifion has 
only to Halty Fronts as it is already in the true line. 

Much of the exaSnefs of this, and every deployment of 
the fame kind, muft depend on the accuracy of the 
mounted officer, who Halts and Fronts each grand-divi- 
fion ; for this purpofe he muft be in the rear of the co- 
lumn. If he is confufed, all will be deranged. 

Supernumerary officers and ferjeants, drums, mufic, 
and pioneers, halt with their refpeftive grand-divifionS| 
and as they are Halted and Drejfed^ take their proper 
flations in the rear. 

The line is now formed to the general's left. 

Obferve — When the column deploys on the rear divi- 
lion, it faces from the pivot flank, which then becomes 
the following one.* 

* See Definitions, Page 27. 
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fiands perfectly fteady and fquare to hi$ front The cap- 
tain of the 8th company leads on his company till he 
places his pivot-man clofc to the ferjeant ; he then gives 
the word, Halty Fronts Drefs^ replaces his ferjeant) 
who immediately covers him, and then the captain gives 
the word, Eyes Front. 

In this manner each fucceeding company proceeds till 
ibt columo 13 completely formed, with the grenadiers in 
front. 

The colours move in rear of the 5th company. 

The column of grand-divifions is then formed and 
clofed up, exadly as dire£ted in the iirft manoeuvre, the 
chief giving the word for each grand-divifion to Halt^ 
Front. 

The Chief. 

The Column will take Ground to 
THE Left, and on the March deploy on 
THE front Grand-division. (Plate 14.) 

Left— jRsfce. 
The column faces to the left. 

QL\3iCYi"'March. 

When the column has marched 30 or 40 paccif, 
or as many paces as the Chief fees nec^flary, thai 



( i89 ) 
SECOND MANOEUVRE. 



Clqfe Column on a Front Divijioni (Plate 13.) 

The Chief gives the words, 
Form close Column op Companies in 
Front op the Left Company, (or Light 
Infantry.) 

The Chief. 

The Battalion will form close Co- 
lumn OF Companies in Front of thb 
Light Infantry. 

Remaining Companies---Left— JVyce. 

The captains and their covering ferjeants poft theni- 
felves at the head of their leading files s heads of files, 
difengage. 

The Chief — Quick — March. 

The covering ferjeant of the 8th company fteps 
brifkly forward till he comes in front of the light in- 
fantry captain, and three paces from him, he faces 
him ; then being certain that he is in a true liiie with 
him, he immediately faces to the right about, and 
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he gives fucceffively, and in due time, to each grand- 
divilion, First Grand-division — Halt, Front; 
Second, Third, and fo on, till all are halted. The 
inward captain of each grand-divifion, (that is, the 
captain on the right) when it has halted and fronted gives 
his words, Drefsj March^ "Halt^ Drefs^ and the outward 
captain (that is, the captain on the left) remains on d\e 
flank of the diviilon in the line, till the fucceeding cap- 
tain, having fo drefled his grand-divifion, comes to re- 
place him; he, (the captain on the left) then replaces 
his covering ferjeant on the right of his proper company. 

In this manner grand-divifion after grand-divifion 
comes up till the whole are in line, and the fupernu- 
meraries alfo gradually take their places in the rear* 
(Plate is.) 

Obferve— When the column deploys on a front diviilon, 
it faces to the pivot fl:ink, which then becomes the 
leading one.* 



• Rules and Regulations, S. 1 50. 
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THIRD MANCEUVRE. 



Clojh Column on a central Divijiony facing to 
the Rear. (Plate 1 6 and 17*.) 

The Chief. 

The Battalion will form a Close 
Column on the Right Center Com- 
pany, facing to the rear. 

Right center Company— -Right-— jP/arce. 
The company immcdtately faces to the right. 

Right Counter-march— -Quick— JliZr/'c/f. 

The captain at the head of his company in file 
turns (hort to his right hand, and leads his company 
till he places his front rank in line with the rear rank 
of the 5th and 3d companies ; he then gives the word, 
Halt^ Fronty and then drefsy from the right of his 
company where he remains. The colours and 
center ferjeants counter-march with this companyt. 

• Sec. 138, 143, 146. + Sec Definitions, page 27. 
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Remaining Companies, Outwards — 'Edce. 
The companies on the right of the right center 
companies, face to the right, thofe on the left face to 
the left; captains and their covering ferjeants move to 
the head of the files. 

The Chief. 

To THE Left Counter-march — Quick — 

March. 

The captains lead the files, the whole ftep ofF at 
once; the companies of the left wingy No. 5, 6, 7, 8j 
(Plate 17) and light infantry,, file one after another 
in the front of the right center company. The right, 
wing. No. 3, 2, I, and grenadiers, file one after' ano- 
ther into the rear of the right center company ; the 
ferjeants muft be very careful to follow the^ inftruc- 
tions as in the firft and fecond manoeuvre. 

Each company, as it completes its counter*march, 
receives the words, Halt^ Fronts Drefs^ from its own 
captain, who is now on the pivot flank, the right ; 
the left of the column being in front. 

The Chief. 
Column, Left — Face. 

The column immediately faces to the left, captains, 
&c. move to the heads of the files to lead them. All 
tAf Qavtringferjeanujlandfaji. 

c c 
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The Left Companies will lead out- 

(Plate 18.) 

Qu I c K — March, 

The left, or alternate companies, that is, No, i, 3, 
5, 7, and the light infantry, march out in quick time ; 
until their rear has cleared the {landing companies 
about 4 or 5 paces* 

The Chief. 
HalL 
The whole will counter-march to the 
' Left. 

To the left Counter-march — QuickC — 
March. 

The whole, except the covering ferjeants, whot 
face to the right about, inftantl)^ covnter-marcb ; the 
right companies, i. e. the grenadiers, 2d» 4th» 6ch, 
and 8th, counter-march on their own ground exa£kly« 
The left.companies, that is, the ift, 3d, 5th, 7th» and 
light infantry, march on towards the column^ vntii 
they fill the intervals they had quitted, and are again 
in column in their proper place. The captain of 
each company gives the word, Halt^ Fronts Drefs^ 
as their companies finidi the cqunteri-march, which 
is completed when the leading man of each front 
rank arrives at his refpedive ferjeant. 
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When tbe couBter^iaarch is finiihed, tKe column 
Aands with its right ihfrw^t as in ihe firft maDctu- 
vre, and its center oppoTite the general. 

The Chief. 
The Column will deploy on the right 

CENTER Coi^iTAN'Y. 
The right center company ftands faft^ 

Remaining Companies — Outmtarps— ^ 
Face. 

The companies on the right of the right ^cetiter 
company face to the right, thofe on the left of it, face 
to the left. 

Quick — March. 

The covering ferjeant of the right center company 
fteps up to the left flank of the grenadiers, and re- 
mains there ; as (bon a$ the flanks of the right center 
company are clear, its captain gives it the word 
March^ and when he arrives clofe to his covering fer- 
jeant, who occupies the exa<El ground quitted by the 
grenadier captain, he then, with great corre£tnefs, 
Halts and Drejfes his company on the ferjeant (the 
point of appui) 9 to the poiiit of formation on the r/g-^r, 
and then giving the words. Eyes Fronts fhifts to his 
j)oft, the right of his company. 

c c 2 
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When the remaining companies arc clear of each 
other's flanks, they get the words Halt^ Fronts-March^ 
from their own captains. The 3d company drefles 
from the right of the right center company, its point 
of Appui^ to the diftant point of formation on the 
right, the other companies of the right wing drefs 
in the fame manner on the ftandingcompanies as they 
feverally come up into line. 

When the 5th, or left center company^has inarched 
up to its point of Appui (the left flank of the right 
center company) its captain from that point drefles 
his company to the point of formation on the left. 
:^iir) this -manner each company proceeds till all ar6 
in liae- on. tlieit original ground, the center oppofite 
the general. 
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FOURTH MANCEUVRE- 



Change of Pojition in open Column. 

The Chief. 

Companies on the left backwards 

WHEEL. 

Left-hand men of companies face inwards to their 
companies; 

Captains ftep nimbly to the front of their compa- 
nies, the ferjeant of the right company fteps back, and 
remains to mark the fpot where the wheeling man of 
his company, is to rpft when the quarter circle is com- 
pleted; the other companies conform to this, each 
company {landing perpendicular to the bafe line on 
which its pivot is placed. 

Qu I c K— March. 

All the companies wheel back the quarter circle, 
on the principle already laid down. (Sec. 48.) 

Captains Halt^ Drefs their companies, and then 
giving the words, Eyes Fronts remain on the pivot 
flank of their companies. 

The battalion is now in open column of companies, 
the right in front. 

Sec. Ill, 116, 118. 
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The Chief. 
Column — March. (Plate 20.) 

The column marches 30 or 40 paces in ordinary 
time. The Adjutant having been apprized by the 
Chief, that the column is to change its dire£bion to 
the left^ and having the fpot pointed out to him where 
the change is to commence, and alfo the dire£tion 
vrhich the column is to take, will immediately move 
forward and place a camp colour at the Tpbt where 
the leading company is to wheel ; he will place a fe- 
cond colour, as the point of dire6lion on which the 
leading flank of the column h to more fn the new 
alignment, and he wiH place a thffd camp cofour (iia 
point of formation) oblique to the tight of the coltimny 
covering exadlfy the other two colours, fo that a Kim 
drawn from the fecond colcrar to the ftrff, and conti- 
nued to the third, will be a right line, which line will 
be oblique to, and ctrt' the origioai line on which the 
column was marching at i\^ point where the leading 
company began it^^ wheel, which pouit is on the new 
alignment. Tlie£s infijt^ters bei^g aH quickly arranged, 
when tbe Chief fees that the leading company is near 
its point of wheeling, he wiU give the words, 

1t*HE Column WILL chaj^ge its Dikec- 
TiON TO the Left. 
The Captain of the leaBing company, (on the 
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principle of the moveable pivot) gives the words. 
Right Shoulders — Forward^ and when his com- 
panjiLhas made the required wheel, he gives the word 
Forward^ and keeps his eyes fixed on the diftant camp 
colour, to which he fteadily marches. Each com- 
pany as it approaches the wheeling point (the firft 
camp colpur), conforms exadlly to what has been done 
by the leading company. When the Chief fees as 
many companies wheeled into the new direflion as he 
judges to be fufficient (generally three), he gives the 
word, 

Halt. 

., The leading companies, and fuch others as have 
already wheeled into the alignment, being now at 
their proper points, reniain fo. (See Plate 2o«) 

The Chief. 
The Rear Companies will File into 

THE NEW AlIGNEMENT. 

Rear Companies— Right — Face. 

At this word all the companies who are ftill in the 
old direftion, face to the right, that is, to the flank 
which conducts to their place in the new line. 

Captains and their covering ferjeants fhift to the 
heads of files to lead them. 
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The Chief. 
Qu I c K — March. 

The fcrjeants ftep brifkly forward, to mark their 
points in the line where the pivot flanks are to be 
placed. 

Each captain leads his company to his covering 
ferjeant, where he halts, and lets his company pafs 
in rear of the ferjeant, till its left flank is in with him, 
and he then gives the word, Halt^ Fronts Dr^s. 

The Chief. 
Column, To the Left Wheel into linu:. 
Quick — March. 

The ferjeant of the grenadiers moves quickly to the 
right, and places himfelf in line with the pivots ; the 
reft of the covering fcrjeants go as ufual to their right 
flanks to keep the place for their captains ; when the 
wheel is completed, the captains give the words Halt^ 
Drefs^ irom the file on their right, to the camp colour 
on the left, and immediately replace their covering 
fcrjeants. 
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FIFTH MANOEUVRE. 



JVings thrown back. (Plate 22.) 

The Chief, 
The Left Company will wheel four 
Paces backwards on its Left; the re- 
maining Companies will go to the 
bight about and wheel two Paces to 
THEIR Right,* 

The covering ferjcant of the left company, now on 
die circle, fteps to the rear, and on the 8th file 
from the pivot marches the named number of paces, 
and comes to the right about, lining himfelf with the 
camp colour, placed by the adjutant on the right, to mark 
the new line, which is to be parallel to die original line 
of formation. 

The Chief. 

Left Company, 

Four Paces on the Left backwards 

wheel. Quick — March. 

• The cotapanies may wheel back into cchellon, and then face ta 
die light aboiit> and march. See Regulations, Sec. 1 60. 

D D 
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The company's ferjeant hdts the company in a low 
tone of voice, and the captain accurately drcffes it on the 
colour to the right. 

Remaining Companies— Right about 

— Face. 

The companies face to the right about. 

The Chief. 

Two Paces to the Right wuEBh—JlfarcL 

Each covering ferjeant fleps out two wheeli<ng paces 
on the circumference of the circle, and when the men- 
wheel up to him, he halts them in ^ low tone of voices 
the captain drefles the company. 

T'he battalion now ftands in echellon, tyith ^^ rfat 
ranks in front, the captains have jQiifted to the ifiaer 
ilanks of their feveral companies, and their covering fec- 
j cants to the outiide flanks. 

The Battalion will march in Echel- 
lon, AND FORM Line on the Left 

Company, 

March. 

The companies march with their rear ranks in front, 
the captain of the company next to the formed one gives 
t^.e word Left Jhouldirs forward^ aqd t;()en b^vipg d|£ia<- 
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gaged himfelf from his diTifion, the moment his leading 
flank man of his (now) front rank touches the flank of 
the company that is already formed, he will give the 
word, Halty Front— Drefs back; on which his company 
fronts, and without hurry dreiTes back on him and the 
formed part of the line, he corredling them on the more 
diftant given point, the camp colour on the right, which 
having done, he goes to his poft, the right of his com- 
pany. Every other captain does the fame till the line is 
formed. It is then parallel to its original line of fonna- 
tion, but more retired by the length of five companies 
fuppofing the battalion confided but of eight, and that 
three wheeled into the oblique alignment. The battalion 
is now to the general's left. (See plate 22 J 

It is to be obferved, that the greateft adlivity muft be 
tifed by each captain iii this drefling, othefwife the point 
bfappui will not be ready for the next company, and the 
diiftant point will be obfcured, wKfcreas it muft be left 
open and dlftinft, fo that the direftion of the line may 
run at the diftance of one file from the given obje£l of 
drefling. 

To follow the plan as laid down in the Rules and 
Regulations, the battalion (hould now go to the right 
about, retire 50 or 60 paces, and then halt, front. (Sa 
the large plati.) 



n D 2 



{ ^04 ) 
SIXTH MANOEUVRE. 



Counter-march and Change of Pofition. 

The Chief. 

Companies on the* Left backwards 

Wheel. 

Qu I CK —J/^rc A. 

The battalion breaks into open column of companies, 

the right in front. 

The Column will change its front 
BY THE Counter-march of Companies 
to the Rpght. 

Companies, Right— J'flfce. 

At this word the whole face to the right, each cap- 
tain yi\\\ immediately quit the pivot, and place himfelf 
on the right of his company, and his covering ferjeant 
will advance to the fpot which he has quitted, and £aee 
to the right about. 

The Chief. 
Right Counter march— Quick— AfarcA, 
(Plate 4j 
At the word March the whole more; each cap- 
tain wheels ihort round to the right, and proceeds, fol- 
Sfc. 100^ 1389 i$99 153> loi. 
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lowed by his files of men, till he has placed his pirot 
front rank man clofe to his ferjeant, who remams im- 
moveable. Each captain Inftantly give/ the words, Halt^ 
Fronty Drefsy to his company, fo as to have it fquared, 
•and clo&d to the right, which is now the pivot flank ; 
the captain replaces his ferjeant, who falls back behind 
the rear rank. The column now ftands faced to its 
former rear, with the left in front. 

The Chief. 

Column-— AforcA* 
The column marches 30 or 40 paces. 

Column will close to the Fhont. 

The leading company immediatfly halts, and the re^ 
naining companies each halt within one pace of the 
company in Its front. 

Captains muft be very careful to Halt^ Drefs^ their 
companies corredily, as this is preparatory to forming 
the.folidfquare. 

Obferve — That the column may be clofed at the 
eption of the chief, either in this manner, ,or by the head 
dlvIHon continuing its march, and the rear ones being 
ordered to march quick into clofe column, and fuccclfivcly 
to rcfume the ordinary march. 
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The Chief. 
Form solid SauARS. 

All the companies compofing the front half of the 
column, /. e. the left wing^ tiiice one pace forward^ C3C- 
cept the light infantry, which ftands faft. 

The two laft companies clofe up one aind two paces 
to the company before them. 

The Chief. 

Sub DIVISIONS, 

One Pace to the Right and Left, — 

March. 

{Plate 25.; 

The whole companies make an interval of two paces 

in their center, by ^eir fub-divifions taking each one 

pace to the flanks. 

Two captains with their ferjeants place them- 
felves on each of the front and rear intervals; two 
captains, with thehr ferjeants, alfo take poft in each 
of the increafed intervals in the center of the fides; 
and a ferjeant takes the place of each flank front rank 
man of the firft diviflon, and of each flank rear rank 
man of the laft diviflon : all the other officers, ferjeants, 
the four difplaced men, drummers, &c. aflTemble be- 
hind the center of the companies which are to form the 
fiank faces. 
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The Chief. 

Four Files— OuxwARps—T^ir/ce. 

The two rear companies face to the right ahout, and 
four iileS) (fuppofing the companies; of 12 files each) on 
each flank of all the companies, except the grenadiers 
and light infantry, fajce outwards, the whole lining with 
the flanks of the front companies, and drefSng in ranks 
from front to rear. 

Quick — March. 

The fifth file from each flank of ail the companiest 
except the two firft and two laftf. folbwed by the 
front rank man of the 6th file, move up to right and 
left, and refpeftively fill up tl^e interval • between their 
own and the preceding divlfion ; the remainder of the 
men of the fide divifions arrange themfelves to their 
right and left, forming dofe in the rear of their own di- 
vifions refpeftively. 

The whole thus 'fland faced outwards, and formed at 
leaft four deep, with two officers and their ferjeants in the 
midAeof'^each face to command. 

The captaifiS' may fill the intervals as follows : 
• The grenadier and firft company in the rear face. 

The light infantry aod 8th eompany in the front 
face. . . .... -.««- • --i-" 

Second and third in the right face. 
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\ 
Fourth and fifth in the left face^ each covered by his 

ferjeant. 

All the other oflBcers, as well as ferjeants, difplaced 
men, &c. are in the void fpace in the center behind 
their companies ; and the files of the captains in the 
faces may be completed by ferjeants, &c. from the inte- 
rior, in fuch manner as the Chief may d!re£b 

The mounted officers pafs into the center of the fquarc 
by the rear face. 

Whatever is the ftrcngth of the companies which 
compofe the flank fides, the whole of them will face 
outwards^ except > their four center files, which are al- 
ways referved for filling up the intervals* 

The Chief. 

Pre?abe fob Firing, 

The two firft ranks all round kneel and flope their 
bayonets > the two next ranks fire ftaiidiag, and 9II the 
others remain in refervej the file coverers bdiind 
each captain in the fides give back, and enable the cap- 
tains to ftand in the third rank; they are replaced by 
their ferjeants, who with the ferjeants in the angles flope 
forward their pikes, at the (ame time that the men flope 
their bayonets. 
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The Chief. 
Commence Independent Firing. 

On the clofe of the preparative^ the two ftanding 
ranks immediately commence file firing from the right 
of each face. 

The firing ceafes on the beat of the general. 

The Chief. 

Kneeling Ranks — Present — Fire. 

If the Chief chufes, the kneeling ranks may load 
again without rifing up, otherwife they immediately 
rife up after firing. 

The Chief. 
Prime and Load. 

When the Chief fees it proper to reduce the fquare, 
he gives the words, 

Form Close Column. 

The files that faced outward come to their propel 
front; thofe in the interval (that is) the 5th file and 
front rank man of the 6th) face^ about. 

Quick — March. 

The front company takes one pace forward, and 
the two rear companies (that is, the grenadiers and 

£ £ 
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firft company) one and two paces forward, and then iace 
about. The files from the intervals take their proper 
plaices; officers, ferjeants, difplaced men, &c. will quit 
the ifttcrior, move to their fevcral ftations, and the com- 
paoues that compofed the ilank faces will be completed. 

Not to multiply words of command, the beft method 
to clofe the fub-divifions, &c. is to move the column 
immediately, by giving the word. 

Column-— A/<flrrcA. ^ 

Either in quick or ordinary time, as the Chief fees 
proper. 

When the column has^narched as far as the Chief 
judges proper, he gives the words, 

COEUMN WILL OPEN^ FROM THE ReAR. 

The captain commanding the rear company, imme- 
diately gives the word to his company, Grenadiers, 
Halt^ and imn^diately gives th^ caution to the com- 
pany in his front, First Company, and when he fi^e^ 
it exadly at a proper wheeling dlftanc^ from him, be 
gives it the word. Halt; the captain of the firft com- 
pany, when he has- halted, gives the fame caution and 
comnnand to the fecond, the fecond to th^ thirds Sec. and 
fo 9n in (ucc^flion till the^cojumn is opened out. 
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The CHiEt. 

The Column will change its Head by 
THE Counter-march of Companies 
FROM the Rear. 

RiGnir Wing— 7b the Front. (Plate 24.) 

The grenadier captain gives the word, Grenadiers, 
Lefi^ Face; he and his covering ferjeant immediately 
fhift to the left to lead the files; he then gives the word, 
Quick — Marchy till his right flank can freely pafs 
near the left flank of the others; he then gives the 
word. Halt, Front, March, (in ordinary time) clofe by 
the left flankof the company then preceding him, (that is, 
of the ift company}; the c&ptain of that company, as 
foon as the other approaches him, gives his company the 

words, LBTT—Face QviCK^-March, behind the 

now leading one, (that is^ the grenadiers) Hah, Frcnt^ 
when he covers, and then March, when at the due wheel- 
ing diftance. All the other companies fucceffively per- 
form the fame opei*ation; and when the light company 
has taken its place in the rear, the whole column is in 
perfect order, with the right in front. 

The Chief. 

Column— //a/f. 

Companies to the Left wHEEt into Line. 

Quick — March. 

c s 2 
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When the battalion has wheeled into line, it is con* 
fiderably to the general's right, and with its rear to him.^ 

Obferve — That fome regiments at review, in this 
counter-march from the rear to the front, face their com- 
panies to the rights and bring them out on that fide, con- 
trary to the general principle : That the divifions which 
advance come out always on the fide to which front is to 
be made, and on which the enemy is placed, becaufe then, 
with the divifions which are free, he can be oppofed^ 
while the others are moving behind the line. 



SEVENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Counter-march by Files on the Center of the 

Battalion. 

(Plate 25, 26.) 

This brings back the battalion to its original front. 

The Chief. 

The Battalion will counter-march 
FROM ITS Center, and on its Cen- 
ter BY Files. 

See, 98. 
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Wings — Inwards— JFirce. 

The whole face to the colours^ which ftand faft, and 
a ferjeant remains to mark each flank of the battalion. 

Wings — ^Three Side Steps to the Right, 
March. (Plate 25.) 

Obferve — If the batulion is two deep, 2 paces to the 
right is fufficient. 

Each wing takes the named number of paces to its 
right, that they, may be difengagisd from e^h other. 

The Chief. 

March. 

• 

At this fecotid word march, or Quick Atarcb, the whole 
move on, and each file wheels fucceffively into the cen- 
ter as it arrives at, and beyond the colours. As foon as 
each company is in the line from the colours to the flank 
ferjeant, its captain /r^;7/i it. W hen the whole is formed, 
the colours countermarch, and if neceflary, the dreffing 
of the line is corre<3ed. 
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EIGHTH MANCEUVRE. 



March in Open Column, 
The Chief. 
The Battalion will form open Co- 
lumn IN REAR OF the LEFT CoMPANY, 

(or, LlGHt tNtANTRY.) (Plate 27.) 

Remaining Companies, 
On the Right backwards Wh££l, 
QivicYi"' March. 
All die companies wheel .backwards on their right, ex- 
cept the leftxompany, which ftands faft. 

The Chief. 
Left — Face. 
All the companies will face to the left, excq>t the light 
company* and die captains place themfelves to lead the 
files. 

The Chief, 
Quick — March. 

At the word March^ the whole will lead to the rear, 
and the covering ferjeants will fucceffively, as before. 

Sec. 87, 88. 
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take up their peints on the new line.-*«Tfae captain con- 
du6tiog each platoon, when he arrives at his ferjcanly 

will flop direSly before him, allow hb platoon to move 
on behind the ferjeant, till the rear file comes clofe to^ 
but beyond him; the captain will then Hatty Fronts 
tpA Drefs his platoon, with his front rank ctofed in to the 
ferjeant. He will himfelf take the place of the ferjeant, 
and remain fteady on the pivot flank. 

As foon as the 3d company has taken its place in the 
column. 

The Chief gives the word*to the column, 



March. 

The head of the column moves on in t^rtUnary time^ 
and the remaining companies follow, prefcrving the pro- 
per wheeling diftance between each ; when the leading 
company arrives within I2 or 15 paces of the point 
where it is neceflary to diminifli its front, the Chief 
will give a loud Caution, that the fub-divi^ons arc tQ 
double either by companies fucceffively, or the whde bat- 
talion at once— 1/ at once^ as is ordered in this manoeuvre^ 
tihea he gives the words, 

Form Column of Sub-divisions. 
Right Su b-di vision;^— MAB^K—Jifaw. 
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Each right-hand fub-dlvifion marks time, till its left- 
hand rub*divi(ion> which marches on ftl^dily, has opened 
or cleared its flank. 

' Quick — Oblique, (or, Left — Oblique. J 

The right divifions immediately oblique to the left, 
and cover the left ones corredtly. 

The captains move to the right flank of the left (iib- 
divifions, their covering ferjeants lead the right fub-divi- 
fions. 

When the open columnoffub-divifions has marched 
as many paces as the Chief fees proper, he gives the 
word, 

Form Companies. 
KiGHT Sub-divisions— Quick— OW/^'we. 

As foon as each right fub divifton has cleared the right 
flanks of the left fub-divifion, by the quick oblique, 
it immediately receives the word Forward, and when in 
line with the left fub-divifion, each receives the word 
Ordinary from the captain, who had fhifted to its 
right. 

It may be obferved, that the above is in conformity 
to the general rule, whether the column be halted or 
in motion, that the fub-divijion or fe£fion on the r^- 
verfe fiank, is the one behind which the other fub" 
divijion^ or fe£iion^ doubles. But in this cafe, were 
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the I^ fub-divifions to double in front of the right ones, 
the pivots would be better drefied, as the right fub-divi- 
fionsy which were marching corre£bIy in the alignement, 
would not be difcompofed. 

The Chief. 
Column — Halt. 
To THE Right WHEEL INTO Line. 
Quick— ilfirrcA. 



NINTH MANCEUVRE. 



JEchellon Change of Portion. (Plate 280 ' . 
The Chief gives the words, 
Companies ON the Right Backwards 
WHEEL. QviCK— March. ^ . , 

The battalion (of 8 companies fuppofe) breaks, into 
open column, the left in front, each company gets the . 
word^ Haliy Dfefsy from its own captain as ufual. 

• ■ The-Ck(iep. . • :: ^ ■ 
The THtRi)* Company will wheel pouk 
Pacfs, the REMAiisriNG Companies six 
Paces on the Left Backwards. 

Sec. 158, 159. 
• The 3d company, reckoning from thcZf/>; 



The companies are dreiTed by their captaimt who srre 
now on the infide flanks of the Echellon. 

Sixth and Light Company, 

RlGHT-A^BOUT Foce. 

Two camp colours are fent to the right and left in a 
eorred line with the 3d company*. 

Tus Chief* 

Column will March in Echellon^ 
and form linb on th£ third comfaitt-^ 

March. 

The captain of the 3d company (hifts to its right 
flank. 

Eadi company on the right of the jd, (yit. No. 4, 3, 
t, I, and grenadiers) as it comes fucceffivtly into' Hne^ ^ 
receives from its captain the words Haky Dr^^ foir the 
camp colour to the right) the captaii then (hifa to the 
right of his coBopany ; the compaaies on the /^ of (ht 
3d company, (that is No. 6^ and Ught infantry) receive 
the words from their captains, Hah^ Fronty Drefs up ; 
they are dreiTed on the camp colour to the left. 

* That ky tkt compteiy ikat had wbcftUd thefbtfr paoct. 
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TENTH MANOEUVRE. 

Echellon Change of Pqfition. (Plate 29*.) 

The Criif gives the w^ds. 

The Light Infantry will wh^el 
FOUR PaceSj the remaining Companies 
TWO Paces to the Left. 

When the covering feijeants have taken the named 
number of paces from the front of the 8 th file from the 
left of their companiesi 

The Chief gives the word^ 

Quick — March. 

The captain comn^anding the light infantry iriime* 
dlately fliifts to its left flank ; when the company has 
wheeled up, he gives the word Ha/r, Drefsy drefEng it 
correSly on the camp, colour, which the adjutant had 
previoufly fenc to the right for this purpofe ; the captain9 
when his company is corredly drefled, gives the word 
Eyis Fronty and refumes his place on the right of his 
company, taking care that his men ftand perfeSdy fteady, 

* Plate 29 ihews the ten companiet. 
FF2 
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TWELFTH MAN(EUVRE- 

Retreat in Line. 

TjiE Chief gives the word^ 

Tbz Battalion will Retiee* 

Right-about — Face. 

March, 

It marches 50 or 60 paces in ordinary tinie> dreffing 
by its center* No mullc plays during die retreat of the 
battalion* 

\>;^ The Chief. 

Halt — Front. 

The BattaX'Ion will fire twice by Com 
SANIES from Center to Flanks. 

Ob th^ laft ftroke of the preparative^ the captains on 
the right of companies ftep out one pace, and give the 
word of command— Company— -R^<7i|f, ^Pfent^ Fire^ 
Load. When the firft part of the general is beat> the 
captains fall back into the front rank. 
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The Chi£f. 

The Battalion ^till retihe by al- 
ternate Companies. (Plate 30.) 

Right Companies — RiaHT-ABOuT— JPactf. 

March. 
The right companies march in ordixiary time about 56 
paces, when they receive the words. 

Halt — Front 

In m^ching, one cdoar remains on Ae fiahk oif its pro* 
per company in each Kne, the king's colour with the right 
center, and the other colour with the left center company ; 
a ieijteant wrll advance 6 paces before each colour during 
the march; each line drre£h its movement by its colour^ 
Diftances are preferved from diat colour, and to it the 
men's eyes are turned during the march. 

. Each line has a commander. Captains are ordered 
to be on the inward flanks of their companies, but this 
makes a perpetual (Lifting of poiitions, and is better 
emitted. 

The Chief. 

Left Coi^fanies, 

Make — Ready — PRESENT---jP/r^ 

Inuatdiately after firing, die men come to the f ecorer, 
half-cock, and (boulder arms. 
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The Cuiefa 

Right-about — Face. 

March. - 

. The kft companies march fteadily on, dreffing by their 
colour \ they pafs through the intervals of the right com* 
panies, and continue marching until they, receive tht 
word from the Chief, 

Halt — jProw^.—— Pr/iwe and Load. 

If the Chief fires the left companies, the next in 
command fires the right companies, exadly as the left, 
connpanies were fired \^ they retire in the fame maimq:} . 
through the intervals of the left companies. The Chief 
then fires the left companies, and^etires them as befor6^ 
aoid fo^ on till he thinks it expedient to form line*. . , 

TftrCHiEF,'^- • - .■;'-.'*:■ 

The LtFT COMPANIES WILL FORM LlNE 

ON TflE HiGHT Companies. 

• " ■ i -> ■ ■■ -■ • . - : 

March. 

When they have mirched and filled up the intervals, 
he gives the vfoxi Haiti and the i>aptam.6f each company 
gives the word Z)r^. . - ^ \ ;•/. '/I 

• The CHftF may; if lie diinVs proper, fii^c'b6thtbc«ghtind 

the left companies. ... ' ; .: \. '^ 
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The right companies may form line on the left in 
the fame manner. Sometimes the right companies are 
fired in battalion, previous to their retiring ; the words 
of command are the fame as if they had been feparated 
from the left companies. 

The light infantry may be divided in the intervals of 
the firft line, retire with it, and change to the other line 
whenever it becomes the advanced one; in this fituation 
they cover the retreat, and may occafionally fire ; and when 
the line is formed, they refume their poft on the left. 

Unlefs the battalion is very ftrong, the light infantry 
remain in their ufual pofition as a company. 

When the line is formed, the Chief gives the word^ 

The Battalion will Retire in Line. 
KiGHT'ABOUT'^Face^Marck 

When it has redred as far as he chufes, he gives the 
word, Hak*'*FronU 



G O 



( ^2^ ) 
THIRTEENTH MAXCEUVRE. 



March td a Flank in Echellon. 
The Chief. 
Battalion — by Companies, four Paces 
TO THE Right — wheel, and form 

ECHEiLLON. 

Covering ferjeants uke the named number of paces as 
nfual, the pivots make a half face to the right, the fer- 
jeants dreffing by them. 

Quick — March. 

Captains on the right of their companies give the 
words, Halt^ Drefs; covering ferjeants go to the reverie 
flank. 

The Chief. 

TheBaTTALION WILL advance IN EcttELLON. 

Atarch^ 
The whole advance to the flank in Echellon about 250 
paces. 

Wheel back into Line. 
The three center ferjeants inftantly flep out into the 
front, and mark the time for the battalion. 

Sec. i55>»5«. 
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The pivots mark time, gradually turning to their pro- 
per front, while the reft of the divitions wheel back the 
4 paces they had advanced; when the 4th pace is com- 
pleted, the Chief gives the word. 

Forward, 

The whole drefSng by the center, ftep out their full 
pace. 

Halt. 

The line is now conflderably to the general's left, and 
parallel to its original front. 

Fire three Rounds by Companies from 
Center to Flanks. 

Each captain gives the words, Company— i?^^^— 
'Pfent^Fire^Laad. (See plate 8.) 
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/ 

FOURTEENTH MANOEUVRE. 



Hollow Square and its Movements. 

The perfe£l fquare is formed by eight companies, ia 
the following manner : 

The Chief gives the word, 

The Battalion will form an hollow 
Square on the two center Companies.— 
(Plate 31.) 

Remaining Companies, 
Four Paces on the Right and Left backward 
WHEEL. — Quick — March, 

The three companies on the right each wheel back 
the eighth of the circle on their lefty the three companies 
on the left wheel the fame number of paces backwards 
on their right. 

The colours, at the fame time that the companies 
are forming their Echellons, move back three paces into 
the rear, the 4th company by the fide ftep teclines to the 
Sth company, to clofe the interval that was made by tho 
falling back of the colours. 
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The Chief. 

Right-about — Face. 

The companies that were in Echellon face to the right- 
about. 

The Chief then gives the word, 
In Echellon march to form Square. 

March. 

Two ferjeants, or camp colours, (hould be placed 
in the rear, in a perpendicular line with the outfide 
flanks of the front face, marking out a perfect fquare; 
the companies now march in Echellon, and by the 
turning of the left Ihoulders of the right companies, 
and the right fhoulders of the left companies, they wheel 
in to form fquare, their captains halt and front them in a 
correS line, the grenadiers will wheel round the ferjeant 
placed to mark the angle, the light infantry, at the 
fame time, wheeling round the ferjeant ontheoppodte 
angle, till their two right flanks touch, when they get 
the vfovds Halt J Fronts /)r£/}, from their captains, and 
have then formed the rear face of the fquare, and in 
this manner will the proper front rank of the rear face 
be outward. The fquare is perfedly formed, and 
compofed of four face$s 'the front face confifts of 
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the ^(h and Sth company, the right face of the 3d and 2d, 
the left face of the 6th and 7th| and the rear face of the 
ift and Sth company, that is, the grenadier and light 
infantry. 

The mounted officers, colours, mudc, drummers, &c. 
and the battalion guns, are all within the fquare. 

The Chief gives the words, 

The Square will march by the Left 
Angle of the Front Face. 

Right and Rear Faces, Right-about — 
Face, 

The two ^s that form the left angle, that is, the 
front face and the left face, ftand faft ; the other two 
fides, that is, the right face and the rear fa.ce, go to die 
light-about. 

Br Sub-divisions to the Right and Left 
half-wheel. — March. 

The whole then by fub-divifions wheel up i-8tfaof 
the circle, two fides to the right, and two fides to the 
left, and are thus parallel to each other, and perpendi* 
tular to the di re<5tion in which they are to move, the pivpt 
flanks being in this manner placed on the fides of the 
fquare : each fide being thus in Echellonj and the colours 
behind the leading angle. 
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The Chief. 

March. 

Captains who are on tlie inward flanks of their 

leading fub-divifions, carefully preferve the diftances 

they wheeled at, .and from the flanks *to which they 
wheeled. 

The Chief. 
, Halt. 
Ffi'jVT- Square \ or Re-form — Square. 

The whole wheel, back into fquare, and the two fides 
that require it, that is, the right and rear feces, go to the 
right-about. Captains drefs their divifions as ufual, in 
the fame manner as is defcribed for the fquare. 

The direftions given for the march of the fquare by 
the left angle of the front face, will equally apply, fliould 
it be found neceffary to march the fquare by any of its 
other angles. 

The Chief then gives the words. 

The Square will march by the Right 
Face. 

The colours move up behind the center of the named 
face, as do the mounted officers, &c. &c. 
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Front and rear Faces, by Sub-divisions 

TO THE Right and Left wheel. 

Q u I c k: — March. 

The oppodte fide, that is, the left face, &ces about % 

and the two flank fides wheel up by fiib-divifions^ (b as 

to ftand each in open column. 

Br Right Face — March. 

The fquare marches two fides in line, and by their 
center ; and two fides in open column, which cover and 
drefs to their inward flanks on which they wheeled up> 
carefully preferving their diftances. 

The fame dire(^ions that are given for marching by 
the right face, will apply to the march by any of die 
other faces. 

The Chiefs when the fquare has marched as far as he 
fees neceflary, gives the word. 

Halt — Re- Fo RM— ASyw^re. 

The fquare halts, the fub-divifions in column imme- 
diately wheel back, and form their fides, and the fide 
which faced about again faces outwards ; the captains 
give the words, Halt^ Drefs. 

The Chief gives the words, 

Prepare for Firing. 
/" 

The front rank kneels, and prefent their bayonets 
floped. 
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The fquare is then ordered to fire in whatever manner 
the Chief may judge proper; the two rear ranks to 
fire ftanding; or companies by ranks fucceffively; or 
by companies independent of each other ; or, by fub- 
divifions, one firing when the other has loaded; or, 
companies by files, as ordered ; the front rank remaining 
as a referve. Should the battalion be formed only two 
deep, the front rank will remain kneeling, and the other 
rank will fire by files. 

The Chief. 
Square will fire by Companies, be- 
ginning ON THE Right. 

When the firing by companies has ceafed9 
The command is given by the Chief, 

Kneeling Ranks, 
Make — Ready — Prefent^-^Fire. 
The men rife up after firing. 

Prime and — Load. 

The Chief gives the word. 

The Square will form Line on the 
two center companies. 

H H 
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Side and Rear Faces, by Companies, 
Six Paces to the Right and Left 
Wheel,* 

Quick — March. 
The captains as ufual Halt^ Drefs^ their companies. 

The Chief. -^ 

In Echellon March and form Link. 

March. 

The whole march in Echellon, except the twp 
center companies, the outward companies taking care 
not to impede the inner onesi which muft form before 
them ; this may be done by the facing and filiag of 

* In marching the fquare by any of its faces, inflead of wheeling 
out the (ides in open column of fub-divi(ionSy the Weft London 
Militia have been inflru£led to march two fides in Ble, inftead of 
open column ; if the men march tolerably in file, there can be no 
queflion, but that it is the bed' method ; it is done in a momcnty at 
the word, Square will March by the Right— Fd^e. 

No other word is given, the front face inilantly faces to the rights 
the rear face to the left, the left face of the fquare comes to the 
right-about ; ^t the word March, the whole move^ at the word Haltf 
the whole face outwards at once. 

This method of marching the fquare was performed before '^s 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, when he reviewed the regiment 
on Blackheath. 
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cich divifion from its inward flank, to its point In tha 
new line where it will form up. Captains Half^ 
Zhefs their companies as in the third manoeuvrer 

If the fquare is compofed of the eight battalion com- 
panies only, then the grenadier and light company may 
be placed as a referve in the rear, ready to be applied 
according to circumflances. 



FIFTEENTH MANOEUVRE. 



Retiring and filing to the Rear. 

When the battalion is to retire, it ought to be pre- 
vioufly drefled with the fame exa£tnefs as when it is to 
advance, and the &me care in afcertaining the dire£tion 
of its majTch muft be taken; therefore, before the retreat 
is to begin, an officer or ferjeant will have placed him- 
(elf 30 paces in the rear, fo as to ftand perpendicular to 
the front directing ferjeant, and of courfe he will be in 
the line, or nearly fo, of the direding ferjeant; whenever 
the battalion marches to the rear it muft cover its proper 
extent of ground. The rear muft therefore avoid clofing 

Sec 168,175. 

H H 9 
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their files more than ufual, otherwife the front rank nieitt 
who are in general larger, will be crowded in their 
rank. Mufic, drums, fupernumerarj officers, &c. will 
take care to march with exadnefs, not to interrupt! but 
rather to aflift the battalion. 

The Chief gives the words, 

The Battalion will Retire. 
(See laft plate.) 

As foon as this caution is given, the three direding 
ferjeants face about, the fame center ferjeant that dire& 
to the front, dire£ls alfo to the rear ; he moves on in the 
line of the advanced officer, fix paces beyond the rear 
rank, and halts; and the other two ferjeants move up on 
each fide of him. 

When the line is retiring, mufic is never to play. 

The Chief, 
Right-about — Face. 

The whole face, and the fupernumerary ofEcer, who 
had replaced the direding ferjeant, moves up into the 
leading rank; a mounted field-officer pafles through to 
the rear, and the directing ferjeant in the interior, pro- 
longs his line, and takes his obje£l betwixt the feet of 
the potted officer; immediately after facing about, the 
word is given by The Chief, 

Ma?xh. 
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" The whole battalion ihftantly fteps off, the replacing 
officer ^etwixt the colours preferves, during the move- 
ment, bis exad distance of fix paces from the advanced 
ferjeant, and is the guide of the battalion, the direding 
ferjeant conducing on his points under the corre£):ion of 
the Chief, who is lo or 12 paces behind the center of 
the battalion. i 

In this retreat, if the light infantry a£l feparate, and 
not as a company of the battalion, at the word March^ 
they move quickly round by the flanks, and form in the 
rear of the center, extending fo as to cover it during the 
retreat, and follow at the di dance of 50 or 60 paces. 

After the battalion has marched 100 paces. 

The Chief gives the words, 

The Battalion will, prom the proper 
Right op Companies, pile to the Rear. 

Pafs Companies by Files. 

* . ■ -• 

Each captain inftantly gives the word. Left— Tarw, 
Quick — March, and wheels out his leading file, the 
reft of the files following in fuccefEori. The heads of 
companies muft obferve the proper diftance from each 
other, and are regulated from the left. 
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Circumftances may require that the eompanies ihoukl 
fafs from their proper left, inftead of the right, in which 
cafe the leaders will (bift and condud fuch left, until 
Ae line is formed, when they will again refumc dieir 
proper places. 

When the companies in file have marched as far as is 
neceflary. The Chief gives the word, 

Halt— Front. 

The whole now ftand in open column of compa- 
nies, the right In front \ when the column is ordered to 
Halty the light infantry pafs quickly through it, and 
take poft 30 paces in the rear of the intended line. 

The Chief. 

Companies to the Left Wheel into 
Line — CtviCK-^March. 

Captains as ufual Halty Drefsj their companies^ 
when the line is formed, its center is oppofite to the 
general. 
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Filing J actcancing, and charging to the Front. 

The Chief having previoufly placed himfclf lo or 
12 paces behind the exad line of the dire£iing ferjeant* 
will renurk the line of its prolongation, and thereby 
afcertain the diredion in which it ihould march, and in 
doing this, he will not at once look out for a diftanC 
obje£):, but will hit on it, by prolonging the line, front 
the perfon of the direding ferjeant, to the front ; or, he 
will order the covering ferjeant to run out 20 paces, and 
will place him in the line in which he thinks the batta- 
talion ought to advance. The direding ferjeant then 
takes his dire£tion along the line which pafies from him- 
felf, betwixt the heels of the advanced ferjeant, and re« 
marking his object, preferves fuch line in advancing. 

The Chief then gives the words. 

The Battalion will Advance. 

Before the line advances, the light company quickly 
forms, in extended order, 30 paces before the center, 
and preferves ij^aX diftance in advancing. 

Sec. 166, 175, 177. 
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Tlie front direding ferjeant of die battalion moves 
fix accurate and exad paces, in ordinary time, and hsdts; 
the two other ferjeants that were behind him move up on 
each fide of him, and an officer from the rear replaces 
in the front rank the leading ferjeant. The center fer- 
jeant in moving out, marches and halts on his own 
obferved point, and the two other ferjeants^ drefs and 
fquare themfelves exadly by him. The direSing fer- 
jeanty after being aflured that he himfelf is perfedly and 
fquarely placed in the rank, by cafting his eyes down 
the center of his body, fi-om the jundion of his two 
heels, and by repeated trials to take up, or prolong a line 
perpendicular to himfelf and to the battalion : then he 
will obferve, and take up any accidental fmall fpot on the 
ground, and within lOo or 150 paces, intermediate ones 
cannot be wanting, nor the renewal of fuch as he after- 
wards fucceffively approaches to in his march. In this 
manner he is prepared, under the future correAion of 
the Chief from behind, to condu£l the march. 

The line of diredion being thus afcertainedy the 
Chief gives the word, 



Majxh. 

The whole inftantly ftep off, and Without turning 
the head, eyes are glanced towards the colours, in 
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the front rank ; the replacing officer betwixt the colours 
preferveS) during the movement, his exa6l diftance of 
fix paces from the advanced ferjeant, and is the guid« 
of the battalion. The center advanced ferjeant is anfwcr- 
able for the diredion, and the equal cadence and length 
of ftep. To thefe obje£ls he alone attends, while the 
other two, fcrupuloufly conforming to his pofition, main- 
tain their parallelifm to the front of the battalion, and 
thereby prefent an objedi to which it ought to move 
fquare; they are to allow no other conflderation to 
attra£t their attention, and will notice and conform to the 
direSion of the commander only; and if any fmall al* 
teration in theilr pofition i$ ordered, it muft be gradually 
and coolly made. 

When the battalion is advancing m line for any con- 
fiderable diftance, the mudc may be allowed at int^als 
to play for z^ few feconds ^»/^, ^nd the drums in two 
divifions to roll ; but it is the wind inflruments only 
which play. The large drum, or any other in(trume1it 
whatever, which rtiarks time" by the ftroke, is not to be 
permitted. 

When the battalion'advances 50 paces. 

The Chief gives the words, 

The Patiitalion will file from the^ 

Right OF Companies. 

1 1 
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Pafs Files to the Front. 

Each captain immediately gives the word. Right — 
Turn^QvicK^March j he wheels out his leading file, 
and paflTes on dire£t to the front, preferving a relative 
diftance from the left, as being the head of the column, 
or^ from the other flank, if particularly fo ordered. When 
the column has marched 50 paces, 

The Chief gives the words, 

Halt— 2^row^ 

The whole now ftand in open column, the left in 
front; the light company pafles quick to the rear, and 
aflembles, half of it behind each flank, and moves rela- 
^vely With (he flank companies. 

The Chief. 

Column — To the Right wheel into Line. 
Quick — March. 

The Battalion will Advance— J/arcA. 

The battalion marches 50 paces. 

The Chief gives the words. 

The Battalion will advance by Alter- 
nate Wings, and fire four Times. 
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The Chief then^ives the wordsi 

Left Wing — Half. 

The left wing Halts^ and the Right Wing conti- 
nues to.nK>ve on 15 paceS) at which inftant 

The Chief gives the wordsy 
Left Wi^g— March. 

Right Wing. 
ffalt>-^Ready — Prefent—^Fire. \ 
Prime and — Load. — March. 

The left wing marches paft them till the right wingi 
being loaded and fhouldered> receives the word March. 

lLis,is^i!WiiiiG—Halt—R€adtfy S^. 

As direded for the right wing, and thuS they alter- 
nately proceed, till each wing has fired twice. 

TlijB Chief then gives the words. 
The Left Wing will form Line on the 
Right-— Right Wing — Halt. 

When the line is formed. 

The Chief gives the wordS) 

Tfits Battalion will AvvAiifCt^^March. 
^ After fWHTching 56 pace8--jHi;i& 
I X a 
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The Chief. 

The Battalion will fire a Volley — 
FRONT Rank kneeling. 

Ma k e — Ready Prefent — Fire. ^ 

. Prime and — Load. 

The Chief. 
The Battalion will advance. — March. 

When it has advanced 20 paces, it receives die com- 
mand from the CniEF^Halt. 

The Battalion will Fire a Vollbx and 
PORT Ares. 
When the battalion has fired, it immediately ports arms. 

Quick — March. 
The battalion advances firm, dreffing by the center; 
When it has advanced 50 paces. 

The Chief gives the word. 
Halt. 

The front rank comes down to the charging pofition* 

The Chief, 
Shoulder — Arms — Prime and— Load. 

The word prime and load is then given, and the 
light company iiTuing from behind the flanks, pujF- 
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fue, return, and aflemble and join on the left of the bat- 
talion. 

The battalion is now advanced near the general, and 
with its center oppofite him. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

If the battalion is not very ftrong, the light infantry 
fliould not a£t as fuch, but only as a company in batta« 
lion. In firing by wings, that is, by half battalions, the 
Chief generally fires the right wing, and the next in 
command the left wing. 

When the battalion has charged bayonets, the Chief 
may order them to move forward on thcf charge at a very 
quick ftep, but by no means to run; a very few paces 
only can be neceflary; care muft be taken that the bat- 
talion moves in perfecSl drefs, which it cannot do if al- 
lowed to run. 

The flugel man gives the time for each wing to caft 
about and (boulder. 
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SEVENTEENTH MANCEUVRE. 

Retiring in Line* 

The Chief gives the wordsi 

The Battalion will retire- 

Ri GH T- A BO u T — Facc — Murch. 

While the battah'on is retiring, the Chief gives div 
caution. 

The Battalion will fire twice by al- 
ternate WINGS, THE TWO FIRST RaNKS 
STANDING. 

He then gives the words, 

RioHT Wing — Halt — Front. 

When the left wing has gained 15 paces, it receives^ 
the words from the 

Lieutenant Colonelf 

Left Wing — Halt—Front. 

The Chief inftantly orders. 

Right Wing— -R^^^—Pr£/^«/—/yr^, (the men after, 
firing immediately come to the port, or to the recover) 

Sec. 177. 
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RiGHT^AnouT-^Face—March^ and when it has mardied 
15 paces beyond the left wing, he gives the words Halt 
'^Front — ^Prim£ KSU^Load. 

The inftant the Lieutenant Colonel fees that the right 
wing has fronted, he immediately gives the words of 
command, and conforms in every particular to what the 
right wing has done, and in this manner each wing alter<> 
nately proceeds, every due difpatch being made in re- 
loading. When the wings have each fired twice. 

The Chief gives the words. 

The Left Wing will form Line on the 
Right Wing — March. 

When the line is formed. 

The Chief gives the words, 

The Battalion will retire. 
When it has marched 100 paces or more, 
Halt — Front. 

In retiring by alternate wings, one colour remain^ on 
the inward flank of each half battalion, to which the men 
continue to look, by which they move, and before which 
a dire<ding ferjeant advances fix paces. 

Thcr^Adkie Read^'-^Pre/int — Fire^ of the advanced 
wing, is inftantly to fucceed the march of the other 



advancing wingj'or the Halfy Fronts of the retiring 
one. 

> In the half battah'on firing, advancing and retreat- 
ing, if formed two deep, both ranks will lire (landing ; 
if formed three deep, the front and center ranks wilt ' 
fire ftandihg, and the rear rank will remain Ihouldered 
in referve. 



EIGHTEENTH MANOEUVRE. 



Advancing in Line. 

The Chief. 

The Battalion will advance — March. 
It marches lOo paces. 

The Chief. 

Halt. 

Fire a Volley oblk^ely to the Right. 

Make — Ready Prefent — Fire Load. 

Fire a Volley obliquely to the Left. 

Make — Ready -Prefent — Fire Load. ' 

The Battalion will Advance — March. 
When the battalion has advanced, log paces, - - ^ 
Halt. 



( ^49 ) 

Fire two Volleys to the Front, after 

THE LAST, THE MeN WILL PoRT ARMS AND 

Half Cock. 

Battalion Ready — Prefent^^Fire — Load. 

Battalion Ready PreJent^Fire^ (the men 

will port arms and half cock.) 

Shoulder — Arms Shut — Pans. 

Rear Ranks, Take open Order — March. 

The Chief, and the Lieutenant Colonel, now dif- 
mount, and come through the center into the front, as 
do the mufic; every one takes his ftation exadly as they 
had been placed when receiving the general. 

The Chief, with his back to the regiment, gives 
the wordsi , 

The Battalion will Advance— 3457rrA. 

On the word March ^ the mufic plays, and when the 
battalion has advanced within 50 paces of the general^ 
The Chief gives the word /fo//— General Sa- 
LUTE— Present— ifm/x, mufic plays God Save the 
King^ and the drummers beat a march. 

When the mufic ceafes, The Chi£F» turning to 
the battalion, gives the words. Shoulder— yfrmi. 

Rear Ranks, take close Order — March, 



END of the eighteen MANCEUVRES, 
K K 
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OBSERVATIONS. 



The number of paces mentioned in the feveral move* 
ments are not pofitlvely prefcribed, but are fuppofed to 
be nearly fuch as will give the intended relative fituations. 
If the ground allows the marches to the rear and front to 
be longer, it will be fo much the better. 

The paufc made betwixt each of the firing words, 
make ready^ &c. is the fame as the ordinary time, viz. 
the 75th part of a minute, and no other paufe is to he made 
betwixt the words. 

In firing by Grand-divijionsy 3 paufes will be made 
betwixt the fire of each divifion, and the make ready of 
the fucceeding one. 

In firing by wings, in battalion, one wing will make 
ready the infiant the other has (houldered. 

The Chief fliould give all his words of command 
from the rear of the battalion. 

No Chief Ihould attempt, in the face of the general, 
nor, indeed, in the face of aoy other perfon, to put the 
battalion through any of the manoeuvres, without being 
himfelf perfedly and minutely acquainted wiUi the prin- 
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ciples on which each is performed, in order to avoid the 
difgrace of calling to his adjutant for jnftru£tion,- 6r gal* 
ioping full fpeed to the flank of the battalion, by way of 
redifying a miftake which his ignorance and temerity 
has brought htm into, and which he cannot remedy but 
by flying for advice either to the other mounted oflScers, 
or to the feijeant-major in the rear. 

When the Reviewing General has feen the battalion 
go through fuch of the ordered manoeuvres as he judges 
neceflary, he will, that he may be able to report on the 
merits of its performance^ among other circumftances, 
particularly Obferve and Specify^ Whether or not the 
original formation of the battalion is according to order; 

The marches are made with accuracy, at the required 
times and length of ftep, and on l^cb objeds as are 
given. 

The proper di (lances in column and echellon are at all 
times preferved. 

The wheelings are made juft, and in the manner pre- 
fcribed. 

The formations in line are made true, without falfe 
openings, or necei£ty of corre<3ion. 

The officers are alert in their changes of fituatioiif 
exaiSl in their own peribnal movements, and loOfdy d^» 
cided^ and pointed, in their words of commancl. 

The march in line is uniformly fteady, without float- 
ing, opening, or clofing. 

K K 2 
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The march in fileclofc, firm, and without lengthen-^ 
Ing out. 

The officers and under officers give the aids required 
of them with due quicknefs and precifion. 

Hurry and unneceflary delay in the movements are 
equally avoided. 

In the firings the loading is quick, the levelling 
juft, the officers animated' and exaft in their coqi« 
mands.^ 



FORMS OF SENDING FOR, AND LODG- 
ING THE COLOURS. 



BATTALION INT LINE. 

The commanding officer orders the grenadier drum- 
mers to beat thd drummer's call, on which the two 
enfigns who are to carry the colours recover their 
fwords, face to the right, and march between the 
line of officers and the front rank, till they come to 
^he head of the grenadiers, where they halt, front, 

* Rules and Regulations. 




• • • • • ? 

i I I I M 









fft I'ffptMitf tfie tirntm/ 
'/ft' .^^mJfrtVtfm/ 



BflOm'Sq. 






III 



^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

l..l.i..li ....^<r.:^^:<«^r? 



\^^rnmi rmr Ib/iwit 



f:>t 






s 



■'"r™'s 



' ' i-t" // 

mat n^ tfA^ tn&> Ant /i/r ,/fy^ 




f 









-» ^ 



( 253 ) 

and bring dieir fwords to the port ; the drum-major, 
v^ith a party of drummers and fifers, will likewife 
face to the right, and march to the head of the gre- 
nadiers, placing themfelves betweeix the enfigns and 
the front rank. The captain of tliw grenadiers then 
orders his company to take clofe order^ and will cither 
wheel them by fub-divifions, or march them in one. 
If by fub-divifions, he places himfelf on the pivot 
flank of the firft, the eldeft lieutenant on that of the 
fecondy and the other lieutenant in the fupernumerary 
rank of the firft; .but if the company is marched in 
one divifion, the two lieutenants are in the fupemu* 
merary rank ; the company then marches in ordinary 
tifiUy to the quarters where the colours are lodged, 
when it haltSj and rear ranks take open order^ the 
Drum-major unfurls the colours and gives them out 
of a window to the enfigns, who on halting had 
(heathed their fwords. The captain of grenadiers 
then orders his men to Present— i^rvwj, the ofii- 
cers falute, and the drummers beat a point of war, 
which finifhed, he orders them to Shoulder — jtrms^ 
then Rear Ranks, take close Order, aod 
marches them ofF in ordinary time^ the drummers 
beating the grenadier's march. On arriving at the 
left flank of the regiment, the company faces to the 
right, the enfigns with ,the colours march in front of 
the line of officers, the grenadier officers between 
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them and the front rsink, and the grenadiers in files, be- 
tween the other ranks. The commanding officer of die 
regiment, as foon as the colours arrive on the left flank, 
orders' the battalion to Present — yfrmx, the officers fa- 
lute, the mufic plays, *< God fave the King," and the 
drummers beat the troop. On the colours arriving in 
the center of the battalion, the enfigns halt and front, and 
when the grenadiers have taken poft on the rrght, th^ 
battalion is ordered to Shoulder— i^n«r. 

When the colours are to be lodged^ on the drummers* 
call being beat, the enftgns, drum-major, and a pafty 
of drummers and lifers, march and take poft in front of 
the grenadiers. The battalion Present — Armsy officers 
&Iute, mufic plays, and drums beat. On the captain of 
grenadiers marching x)fF with the colours^ the drummers 
beat the troop. When they arrive at the houfe or place 
where they are to be lodged, the druiii-major receives 
them at a window, the grenadiers Present— i^r;wj, rf- 
ficers falute, and drummers beat a point of war. The 
cnfigns on quitting the colours, draw their fwords, and 
felute with the other officers. The captain will either 
march his company back, or difmifs them, as he may be 
ordered by the commanding officer. 

When the colours are not to be received, or lodged in 
form, the ferjeant major, with four ferjeants in the center 
of the battalion, will take the Coloiii's cafed, from or to 
Ae place where they are kept, in the following manner : 
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Serjeant major, the two front rank ferj cants carrying the 
colours on their (houlders, covered in the rear by the 
two other ferjeants and the drum-major, who is to re- 
ceive them when they arrive at the place of their deftina- 
tion. No compliment is . paid by the battalion in this 
cafe, and they are generally fent away when the ranks are 
clofed.* 

When the regiment is ordered, for a field day, the co-p 
lours fbould never be received or lodged in form, as it 
takes up too much time. 



♦ Sec a Treatife on the Duty of Infantry Officers, by Thomas 
Reide, Captain in the Loyat EiTex Regiment of Fencibles ; a work 
to which the army is indebted for muchufeful iofonnation. 
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Directions for placing the Plates, 
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each other, at the beginning of the Work 
Oblique Step . . . Plate 1, to face 40 

Wheeling the Quarter Circle . .2, 54 

■ The Moveable Fivot . . . 3, 58 

Counter-march by Files . . '4, 122 

Increafmg the Front of a Column . . 5, 126 

EchellAn - , . . .6, 138 

Battalion in Clofe Order . . . 7, 155 

- Battalion in Open Order . ' . .8, 170 
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Forming Column of Grand-divifions . 10, ' 185 
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Ditto deploying into Line . . 12, 188 
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The whole counter-marching . . 18, 194 

Column deploying into Line, dreiling to both Flanks 19, 196 

Column changing Pofition . . 20, 198 

Column wheeled into Line . . 21, 200 

Wing thrown back . , 22, 201 

Solid Square • . . . 23, 204 

Column opening and changing Head . 24, 211 

Wings faced inwards , . .25, 212 

Ditto counter-marching . , ^16, 213 

March in open Column . . . 27, 214 

Echellon Change of I'ofition . . ' 28, 217 

March in Echellon . . .29, 219 
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